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DISTRICT 01 COJVJ^ECTICUTj fo m'f. 

• •• JDe it remembered, That on the first day c 
January, in the thirty-sixth year of the Indepenlienc 
of the United States of ALietica, Samuel Eells g 
said District, hath deposited in this Office the titl 
of a Book, the right whereof he claims as Proprietoi 
in the words following, to wf/— ** ^ Report of the Trit 
*' qf AntHWR HoDGEy Esquire n^ {late one of the mem 
" bera of His Majesty* a Council for the Firgin^ Island* 
" at th0 Island •f Tortola^ on (he 2Sfh Afiril^ 1 8 1 1 , an 
*' adjourned to the 29th of the same mouthy for the mui 
*' cfcr qf his negro man slave PROSP'sit. Stenogra/ihi 
*' cally taken by A, M^ Belisario^ J^oquire^ one i 
** the Grand Jury who found the Bill of Indictment 
** and certified t9 be impartial and correct by his^^Hono 
" RxcHARD HB*tHtRivGroify Esq, President of the Fit 
*^ giU'IsiandSf and President of the Court on his trial. 
In conformity to the Act of the Congress of th 
United States, entitled " An Act for the encourage 
ment of learning by securing the copies of Map 
Charts and Books, to the Authors and Proprietors c 
sftch copies during the times therein mentioned." 

H. W. EDWARDS, Clerk 
of the District of Connecticu 
A true Cofiyf examined and sealed by me 

• H. W. Edwakds, Clerk of 

the District of Connecticut 



CERTIFICATE. 

Kavin(»,hy request of A. !VI. Belisoiio, Esq. the re- 
porter oif the Trial of Arthur Hodge, Esq. (late one 
of ihe members of His Majesty's Council for tho Vir- 
gin-IslaiKls,) for the murder of hin negro man slave 
named Prosper, carefully examined the manuscript, 
by him stenographically taken, and prepared for tho 
press, confaining all the documentn, arguments, tes* 
timony and proceedings in the sidd tiial— Do hereby 
cerdfy, that to the best of our recollection, and bf • 
liefy the same is, not only impartially reported, but 
is ^together correct. 

7br/o/a, 25(/it Junej 1811. 

(^Sfghed) RICHARD HETHERINGTON, 
* Prendenf of the Virgin- hland^^ and Prerti* 

dent qfthe Court on said Trial, 

Attest 

(Signeu) William CoRDov, Secretary to h*$ 
Mujesty*9 Counn'ij and Clerk of the Croivn 

for the Virgin' hland%. 
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PREFACE. 

THIS Trial, vhich I have undertaken to usher in* 
to the world* will, I am persuaded, be esteemed one 
of the most important that ever attracted or engagecF 
the public attention ; I leave to be collected from the* 
verjr-able speeches of the learned Counsel, the moral> 
and political effects, this rep6rt is calculated and like- 
ly to produce ; on my part, I trust, it will be deemed 
sufficient that I g;fye proofs of impartiality- and correct- 
ness) which the certificate on the preceding page, can- 
not £ul completely ta establish. 

t-can, with confidence « affirm that my report, as far 
as k regards the examination of witnesses, law refer- 
ences and pleacUng^) is scrupulously correct : the 
very interesting De/iositiona and other papers and doc- 
uments have been carefully copied,^from the originals 
in the possession of the Secretary of the Island and 
Clerkff the Crowuf who has attested the above men* 
tkmed certificate* 

My endeavors were likewise exerted to follow mi* 
BUtely the elaborate, the eloquent speeches of the learn * 
•d pleaders, but, in that attempt, I fear I may in some 
degree have fiii)ed— of them and of the public I entreat 
indulgence, when I shall be found to have fallen short 
of those appeals in Court, which it may be truly said, 
electrified the audience and produced general admira^ 
lion. 

nrtfiia, 38th June) 1811. 
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LETTER FROM WILLIAM GOX ROBERT- 
SON,. E8<^. 

A ITir. GeMBs CsALwiLti Esz, ; HbvrtMaurzcz 
ZiSLEf JR$4i* s and Wm, Rogers Isaacs^ Esq,, 
th^c of hU Majesty*^ Juaticea qf the Peace^ for Mr 
VtrgiU'Iatanda ;-*• 

Gkktlemen, 

A HAVE received information of a highly important 
nitore. I request you will accompany me to a place, 
idMRre I think it necessary a deposition should be 
taken. 

I am Gentlemen, 

Tour most obedient servant. 

WM, COX ROBERTSON. 



ToRTOLA, ct. 3 Pca&cxs GcomGKs* i>gpoaitiM, 
Bffire ike Him. Gtargt MMrtiatf £Mf, our ^iffi 
^MBjtMtyU atuMimms AMiicem ^ iJU Court ^ 
Common PUan Jor mud himrnAg namti Rm, 
WiiSam Gumk9 CWnitf, OntyMmnee JJdef 
and jrUSam Bcgert /•oon, £»qmr€9 I ff ff . ff 
tMem JStf MajeMt^M At/f cr«» aa^pK«i /o ket^ 
:he peace, bV. (SV. wkJUm and Jor thcYfriJbai- 

FersonaHy appeared Pcrrecn Georges^ of tlie nid 
island of Tortola, a free woman of coknu^ wlto bmg 
duly caudoned to speak the truyi» and wholiairiiifi; de« 
dared she fully understood the nature of an oethi and 
being sensible of the puna and penalties inflicted tat 
perjury, made oath upon the Ho1][ Evangelists of Al* 
mighty God, and deposeth, as- follows : That fronv 
about five years i^;o, and until about a week after thfl 
death of the late Mrs. Ann Hodge, th^ last w|fe of die 
Hon. Arthur Hodge, of the said island of Tortdlai &q. 
she resided off and on, but generally, on the estltB 
called Belle Vue, belong^g to the said Hodge ; tfait 
during the said period of time, the sud Arthur Hodge 
•was guihy of repeated and excessive aets of crueltf 
towards his slaves on sdd estate, amongst wlfich| M- 
Jug under her immediate view, she notices the ^uiiV' 
ing, viz. That a slave, called ^ Tom Boiler," betvefB 
three and four years ago, was by order of Uie Moi 



Hodgt} laid do^ni and cart-whipped without intermis- 
sion for at I^ast .m hour ; that the said Arthur Hodge 
ftood by fltnd saw it done ; ahd that she^ this deponent 
also was present ; that when the said negro slave 
"Tom Boiler," after the infliction of said punishment 
attempted' to rise, he could not stand, but was taken 
'up and carried to the sick-house, from whence he nev- 
er came out, but died in about a week after said cart- 
whipping, and as this deponent believes in conse- 
iqaence thereof ; that immediately before said cart- 
'whippingijnd'd slave was stout, hale and hearty, and 
capable of doing his wofk ; and that to her knowl- 
edge no Doctor was called in to said slave. 

JTndTurtfier this deponent saith, that soon after the 
^eath of the said Tom Boiler, another slave belonging 
to the said Hodge was by his order and' in his pres- 
ence, and in the presence of her this deponent, laid 
dowii and for more than (»ie hour was cart-wiiipped 
without stopping (or intermission) ; diat the name of 
s^d last mentioned slave was Prosper, that after said 
cart-whipping he was taken lip by order of said Hodge 
with his hanJs lied behind his back, lashe^d to a tree, 
and said Hodge then oi'dercd the drive? to use close 
* quarters, meidiiug thereby, accoi-dihg to his usual ex- 
pression, which she understood, to shorten the whip ; 
that in this situation the said Prosper in presence of 
said Hodge was beaten until he fuinted, his head 
hanging down backwards^ and no longer able to bawl : 



when' this deponcntnb longer able to bear suchasigkt 
left the window where she had been standing. Thai 
thiti cruelty took place at the works ; that the sud 
Prosper was carried to the sick-house on the hill, 
where, within a fortnight he diedy as this deponent he^' 
lievesy in consequence of said cruelty. And further 
this deponent saith'that about three y^ars ^go to the 
best of her remembrance» a young slave tiamed CntFj^ 
was, by order 6f said Hodge, and m the presence of 
this deponent, laid down and constantly cart-whipped 
for more than one hour, without stopphig, receiving 
mi /(fot/, to her belief, two hundred lashesr; that He 
was cut to pieces ; and had no black skin upon 
him remaining firdm-MS'hipe to his hands p that this, 
cruelty was inflicted at the works ; that he was carri- 
ed from thence to the sick-house on the hill, where he 
died within » week ; that to her knowledge, no Doc- 
tor was called to him, and that he was in health ddng 
his work, and strong before the flogging. 

That this deponent hath known the said Hodge to 
order, at dilTerent times, kettles of boiling water, pre- 
pared for the purpose of pouiing said water down the 
throats of his negroes, who had offended him. 

That Margu*et, the cook, and Else, a washer, were 

served so ; that said Hodge said they were going to 

pcnson Mrs. Hodge and the children, and he would 

/put an end to them— that this deponent did not see 

the boiling* water poured down their throats, because 
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^e had not the heart to he present ; hut heaixl the 
acreama of Margareti and saw hoth Margaret and Else 
running afterwards with scalded mouths^ &c. That 
they lived sometime after in a miserable condition^ al* 
ways complaining of their stomachs until their deaths^ 
that thiBy never got better, but,died. 

Tliatthe day Margjiret died, this deponent went 
into the kitchen where Margaret was^ and observing 
she was stupidi told her i|he was soi and asked her 
what was the matter. 

That Margaret then ^pulled an handkerchief off her 
head} and shewed deponent tvifo very severe wounds in 
her heady which she told deponent si^id Hodge'had 
given her. .One of which wounds was in the fore- 
part) and the other in the hind part, of .her h^adi that 
in the formcri she co^ld have lud her three fingers ^ 
tipon which the deponent deured aidd Margaret to 
leave off her work, and deponent would do it, and ad« 
^sed her to eat some rice which deponent offered her ; 
that said Margaret was unable to do so, but soon after 
fell on her .face. She was carried into Uie sick-housoy 
and died .that -evening. And jsome time before the 
death of ]\largaret • « « • That thiji deponent 
in passing the sick-house saw a childi about ten years 
of agey named Sunpson, wiUi the skin all off ; that 
ahe enquired of the sick nurse what was the matter 
with said child, in the name of God ; that the sick 
jnurse sl^k her hand at hcri and told her to go awayt 
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iiiat she did not wish her master to know the chi 

had been seen ; that this deponent m&de enqvirf co 

cerrang skid child) and learnt by general report on-ti 

estate^ from the negroesi that said duld.had been 1 

order of said Hodge^ dipped into a eopj^ of boilii 

liquor. "^ 

* he* 
XSigned) PERREEN X GEORGESu 

mark 



Sworn tOf thU A4b day of JMfffchiin tkc.Ji/ttf^ 
year of his Majesty* % reign. 

■ 

iS/^fcf— Geobge Martxki A. J. 

■ ■ • 

D. Ross. 

William G. Chalwill. 
. Hemrt M. Lisle. 
William R. Isaacs. 



ViRQIV-IsLANDSi 

T0RTOLA9 «#. 5 43^dannt end Hectgnittmge 
William Cox BOBERtsoVt BeJ^e the Ho 
George Rkhard^on Porter^ the Hon. Mraha 
C. Hiliy the Hon. Maurice LiaU^ the Ho 
George JMarthiy Daniel Bosst Francie J5fe 
Tigan Stout, WiUiam Gumba ChalwUit Hent 
Maurice Idale^ and fViiUam RogttM Isaac 






« Personally ^pp^^^d William C<^x Robertson of said 
Island of TortaUi Esq. who being duTy tw^rpoa tlie 
J^oljr Evangeliiits of Almighty God, deposc^h, and 
MUtbf that he hath probable cause to suspect, apd dotli 
euepcct tliat the Hon. Arthur Hodge of said Isl/ifid of 
Tortolaf £8C[. hath wilfully, feloniously, and of hit 
malice aforethought, murdered the following negro 
•UTes, late his property, to wit, Tom Boiler, Prosper^ 
Ouffy, Kfergaret and Else, by beating, woundltrgy 
and evil treating them, in so violent, shocking; and 
cruel a manner, that they each, and every 'of them, the 
eaid negro slaves, died in consequence thereof. 

WILLIAM COX ROBERTSON- 

Svfom 10^ thU 5th day tfMarch^ 1811. 
■I Before ntj 

GXO&OX R. P0R,TZR| 

Abraham C. HiLLy 
Mavbicx LrsLXy 

GXORGB MaRTIITi 

D. Ross, 

Francis H. Stout* 

William G. CsALWiLLy 

HkVRT M. LiSLBy . 

William RoasRt ItAACs» 
{On the dack.) 
Memorandum^ 
' On the fifth day of Marcht 1811, the within named 
WiUiam Cos Robertson appeared, and entered into 
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recognisance in the- sum of one thousand poundsi cur^. 

rent gold and silver money, to appear at the adjourned . 

• • • 

Court of Sessions, to be held in this Island, and pro-r ' 

secute the within mentioned complaint. 

Taken Before me in presence of all the within. 

signed Magistrates. 

GEORGE R. PORTER- 



* 
■» 



WARHANT OF COMMITMENT. 
VxhginJslavsis, > 

TORTOLA. y 

To. the Deputy Provoit Marshal of the Firgin^Ialandsf 
' or J in hia absence j to hU Acting Deputy ^ and each^ 
and every Constable of the Islands afotesaidi^^ 

Whereas complaint under oath hath been made 
' .and exhibited before us, the Hon. Richard Hetheringi* 
ton^Esq. the Hon. George Richardson Fortery Esq. 
the Hon. Abraham Chalwill, Esq. the Hon. Maurice 
lisle, Esq. the Hon* George Martin, Esq. Daniel Ross, 
Esq. Francis Harrigan Stout, Esq. Joseph Harrigan» 
Esq. James O'Neale, Esq. William Gumbs Chalwill, 
Esq. Henry-Maurice Lisle, Esq. and William Rogers 
Isaacs, Esq. each and every of us. His Majesty's Jus* 
' tfces of the Peace, in and for the Virgin-Islands, that, 
The Hon. Arthur Hodge of the said Island of Tor^ 
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tola, Esq. did feloniously, wilfully) and of his malice 
aforethought, beat, wound, and ^vil treat the following 
negro slaves, late the property of him, the said Ar- 
thur Hodge, to wit, Tom Boiler, Prosper, Cuffy, Mar-* 
garet and Else, In so violent, shocking and cruel man- 
ner, that each, and every of them, the said negro slaves 
did die, in Consequence of such beating, wounding, 
and evil treating by them severally received from the 
8aid Arthur Hodge. 

These are therefore in His Majesty's name, to 
charge, command, and require you, any, or either of 
you, foithwith to apprehend the said Arthur Hodge, and 
hiin to bring before us, or any, or either, of us> His 
Majesty's Justices of the Peaces aforesaidt in order 
that he the said Arthur Hodge may be dealt with ac* 
cording to law. 

Given under, our several and respective hands and 
seals, at Xortola, aforesaid, this 5th day of March» 
in the fifty-first year of his Majesty 'a reign. 
Richard Hbtheringtok, (i-s.) 

GgCOBGE R. PORTBR, (^^0 

Abraham C. Hill, (^^0 

Maurice Lisle, (^^0 

George Martin, (^^0 

D. Ross, (is.) 

Francis H. Stouti (i*.) 

Josi^H Harrigan, (is.) 

Jamk« O'Neale, (xs.) 
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William G.CHALtviLL, ^iit.) 

llXNRT M. LiftLB, (lS.) 

William Rogees Iiaacsi (ls.) 



Vjmeiii'IfLAiroSf? 
Toatolai 09, 3 SrMPHMif M'JCmouch's Depoiitl^^ 

JSe/ore (he Hon, Oeorge Richar4son PorUVy 

JSsg, the Bon. Abraham C/ialwiil IIUl^ £$q^ 

$he H(m% Georgt Mariinj Bug, Daniel Eo§§^ 

Etq. Francis Harrigan Stout^ Esq, JVil* 

Mam Qumda CAalwiUj Esq, Ihnry Mm* 

rice UiUf Esq, mid William Rogers JsaacSf 

Esq. each and every ^ them His JMdjesty*s 

Justices qf the Feace^ within and for ths 

Virgia-IsiandSf qforesaid. 

Personally appearcdy Supben MKeoughi formerljr 

of the Idand of Tortola, late of the Island of St. 

Croixy and at present resident in the Island of Tor« 

tolai aforesaid) planter; who being sworn on th« 

Boly Evangelists of Almighty God, deposeth, and 

saithy That in the month of September^ in the yesif 

of our Lord one thousand eight hundred and fivet 

he resided at Paraquets Bay, in the East- End di* 

yision of the said Island of Tortola, bordering upon the 

estate of the Hon. Arthur Hodge, of the aforesaid Isl* 

and of Tortola> Esq. and though not in his immediate 



. 17 

employ) "was engaged by him to inspect his estate ; 
that the crop in that* year, about the first of January 
following having begun, 

Welcome, a slaye about twenty-five years of agCf 
being a hunter, belonging to said Hodge, was sent by 
him, in search of some run-away negroes, and exhi- 
bited his pass for such service to this deponent ; that 
after said slave, Welcome, had hunted four or five 
daysi he returned home unsuccessful in his pursuit, 
and In consequence thereof was laid down by said 
Hodge's order, and had a severe* cart-whipping inflic« 
led upon him ; that the said slave, Welcome, was then 
immediately sent out hunting a second time, and in a 
&w days, again returned home as fdrmerly unsuccess- 
f«lf when, with his old wounds from the before men- 
tioned cart- whipping, uncured, he was a second time by 
order of said Hodge, laid down a«d severely cart-whip- 
ped upon the former, wounds. That &aid Welcome was 
then immediatjely by said Hodge sent out hunting a 
tMrd^tlme) in the state he then, of course was, and a- 
gun as fbrmeriy returned unsuccessful in a few days^ 
•ad was then again cart-whipped severely by oi*dcr of 
Mid Hodge, and put in very heavy irons, with a pudding 
^1 OQ each leg, and a crook round his tiieck, and some 
In I >iftbts was by deponent seen in this condition, put for 
J. I the night in the bilboes^ or stocks ; that he was allow- 
Ipj tiUttle or no diet* and consequently became so weak, 
tl^ he could scarctly walk. 'That about this time 

B 2 
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•aid Hodge asked him^ this deponenty to buy Mtid sl«vt 
Welcome, and ofTered to sell him for five joes, (that 
is forty dollars,) that previous to said cruelty, inflic* 
ted on said slave, Welcome, this deponent believes 
he was worth more than forty joes, but at the time 
said Hodge oflfered to sell him to' deponent, he, this 
deponent, would not have given him two joes fi>r Unif 
as lie was certain said slave could not live, in conse- 
quence of said ill treatment That this depoiient 
therefore refused to buy said slave. Welcome, but told 
said Hodge, he had no objection to taking him to Par<« 
aquets Bay, and keep him for a day or two. That be, 
this deponent left said Hodge's liouse, and uAd aaid 
slave, Welcome, to come on ; that said slavey Wel« 
come, proceeded as well as be could in the state he 
was in, and reached about half way down the hfU, 
wlien be declared himself unable to proceed any fur* 
ther ; that in con&equence of his wounds from said cart- 
whippings, being unable to sit down, be laid dowa 
in the road on his belly ; that tliis deponent had seen 
the flesh from said wounds, sticking to tlie seat of 
ills, the said slave's breeches, from the sores formed 
•ti his poisterbrs, in conse<tuence of said cart-whip* 
pings, repeatedly iafficted as aforesaid* That depo^ 
nent proceeded home^ and left said slave unable to 
proceed, and in the condition aforesaid* That be was 
informed that said Hodge, learning that said steve, 
Welcomei did not proceed with the deponent to Pan;^ 



if 

^aets Bay, had him that night brought home, and in the 
state he was then inj cart- whipped him immediately. 

That hey this deponent went the next iporning to 
laid Hodge, who said he knew nothing of s^d slavey 
and had not seen him > that he this deponent when h& 
last saw aaid slave. Welcome, was convinced he could 
not live, that he never after saw the said Welcome^ 
and is sure he died in consequence of the cruelties, 
aforesaid^ 

That at different periods of time, be, this deponent 
bas lived as a manager in the employ of said Hodge, 
on his estate in said Island of Toilola, called Belle Vue ^ 
f liat during»his residence on said estate, the said Hodge 
was in the p^ractice of committing dreadful and exces- 
tive acts of cruelty towards his slavea;. that in the- 
year of our Lord one thousand eight hundred and 
teven, after the twenty-seventh day of March* ip that 
year, that being the day oa which said depoaeiit went 
to re/ide on said estate, two negro slaves, ..Margaret -and 
Else, were sent by said Hodge, to this, deponent, na- 
ked as they were born, very severely cut by the cart* 
wliip, and chained* together, with orders to put thenv> 
kito the field. That he this deponent had previously 
heard the said Hodge say that said Margaret and Else 
should not live long, but that he would put an end to 
them, for striving to takis tlic lives of his innocent 
babes. That when said slaves, last named, were so: 
M^n% to this deponent; he understood that said Hodge: 
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had had boiling water poured down the throat of 
said Margaret, and that hej this deponent, saw that her 
mouth and under-lip were scalded ; that both Marga- 
ret and Else, aforesaid, soon after died, and »s he addsy^ 
very shortly, as he believes in consequence of ssdd 
treatment ; and that they were previously and imme- 
diately before said treatment in good health. 

And further this deponent saith, that another ne^ 
gro slave, about nineteen years of age, was by order 
of said Hodge very severely cart- whipped^ and pnt in . 
heavy irons, crook puddings, &c. and allowed litti'e or- 
nothing to eat. That he was burnt in the mouth witb 
an hot iron, and that he, this dcpoB€^nt, saw him in- 
consequence thereof, with his mouth all raw, and 
that he shortly after died-; and, as this deponent be*-' 
lieves, in consequence of said treatment ; that . th^ 
name of said slave last mentioned, was Jupiter. That 
depbnent did not see him burnt, but heard it was don0;. 
by order of said Hodge, but saw his mouth as.aboy^i 
described; that this took place about three months af-:? 
ter Mr. Hodge's duel with Lawyer Simpson. That aa-. 
abovesaid, this deponent went to live on the said estatf^ ■ 
of the said Hodge on the twenty-seventh ^fgro^MarcV* 
in the year of our I^ord, one thousai)^<j^ VKV\ hundred: 
and seven, for the second time ; that he m^ a new-;, 
negro slave, the property of said Hodgei whose name:? 
he is not certain ofi but he believes to be Tom, Tom-^-t 
my or Thomas, cart-whipped in a most cruel mannq* 
in the prescjfice of ssdd Hodge j that he only lived 



St 

iw or thrse days after ; that he, this depoaent, saw 
said slave when dead, taken out of the sick-house all 
raw, and carried away on a board to be buried, and is 
sure that he died in consequence of said treatment^ 
and not in consequence of any thing else. 

That deponent was seldom present when the se- 
rere cart-whippings were given to the negroes^ bqt 
has seen t^em much mutilated after the beadngs^ 
and known several, nay, many to die in conse- 
quence thereof. That on deponent's coming into the 
yard of said Hodge when he was present, infllctmg: 
auch cruelties, in the last mentioned, and other insta^ 
ceS| the whip has stopped until his departure, after 
which he has heard it going on unUl he has reached 
the woH^ and sometimes for an hour after* That 
{iMticQlarly in the instance of the said new negro» 
Tomi Tommy or Thomas, he heard the whipping 
going on, when about half way from the works up to 
said Hodge's dwelling house, called Belle Vue ; that 
immediately on his appearance in the yard, where said 
Hodge was« seeing said new negro beaten, the whip 
stopped, but as soon as he, this dep<Hient, left said 
yai^ the whipping recommenced, and continued witlv" 
out intermission (though deponent stopped* listening 
to it about one qu&rter of an hour upon the road) un- 
vodl he reaij^d ^e works, and sometime after, being 
one hour or more ; that said cart-whipping of said last 
meotiooed slave was not three weeks from said (^ven* 
ty«seventh day of said S^Iarch, when t^is deponeat 
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moved to said estate.— And further this deponei 
that another slave, the property of said Hod( 
led little Simon, has been in presence of said . 
and in the presence of this deponent, cart-vi 
at what said Hodge calls short quarters for i 
hour at least at one time, repeatedly : that i 
of said Simon were burnt as this deponent per 
by their rawness ; but never heard said Hodge i 
how they became so, or enquire or complain r 
ing other negroes who bear similar marks of i 
That a free man, named Peter, was hired 1 
Hodge, for his cloaths, victuals, and to the best 
deponent's remembrance (who signed the agn 
as a witness) two joes per month, to work as a < 
on said Hodge's estate. And that het this ie\ 
has seen Sdid Hodge in his presence, cart-wt 
said T-eter repoatedly, at short quarters, and 
olber way, and put chains ppon him, and hi 
woi'kecl iipon his estate with the field negroei 
Peter died as this deponent believes, in conse< 
of the ill treatment of said Hodge, and x 
else. 

And this deponent saith, that the term chae qi 
used by said Hodge, means the most cruel and 
mode of cart-whippinji^, as the whip is shortem 
goes all round the body, cutting every part, p 
liirly the stomach and belly, making no noise, w] 
believes to have been an inducement with said 
to practice it. 
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another negro slave naitied Cuffjr, the proper* 
id Hodgej was by order of said Hodge^ very 
Y and repeatedly cart- whipped, chained) &c ; 
such a miserable condition, in consequence 
» when tills deponent left the estate of said 
that he thought it impossible said last mention* 
^ could ever recover ; and that he died soon 
i this deponent believes, in consequence of said 
s cruelty aforesaid* 

he, this deponent has occasionally gone to the 
use, belonging to said Hodge to pt^t '^ Prison- 
is said Hodge called his negroes who had of- 
liim) in the Bilboes or Stocks, but that he was 
I to stay inside of said house, owing to the of« ^ 
smell proceeding from the wounds occasioned 
whippings on negroes therein confined } that 
often seen the sick nurse washing and dres* 
ch wounds as he considered corrupted, 
further, this deponent saith that he hath known 
[ Hodge to order, and in his presence, and in 
lence of him this deponent, the little small ne- 
midatto children pn his estate, about nine years 
to be taken up by the heels and dipped into 
iraterj holding from fourteen to twenty gallons^ . 
eir headH downward, and with their head;i 
ihiter, to be kept until they became fitified, 
um out and suffered to recover and breathet , 
ti againi immediately to be treated in the same 
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4kianner) and so repeateilly treated until this dcpoBeoi 
hath seen them stagger and fall, when said Hodgt 
hath ordered them to he taken up and suspended to t 
treehy their hands tied together;, and in such situa- 
tion cart-whipped for some time, at close-guartergj ai 
he calls it ; hut that said Hodge was not aware tl^ait 
he, this deponent, or any other free person, was see- 
ing «uch cruelty. 

That Bella, a smdll mulatto child, reputed to be the 
natural child of said Hodge, by bis female slave Peg* 
gy, (then about eight years of age, as this dep<Mieiit 
believes) was repeatedly cart-whipped by order of 
said Hodge ; and this deponent further saith, he batb 
more than once seen the said Hodge stiike. said child 
with a stick, upon her head, and break her head ; and 
bath repeatedly seen him kick her so violently in the 
lower part of her belly, as to send her several feet 09 
the ground, from whence, he, this deponent, thought 
she never again would rise. 

That when he this deponent went to live with sdd 
Hodge, a slave named Cudjoe, was a smart active fd* 
low, but being severely and repeatedly cart-whijyped 
and otherwise ill treated by said Hodge'sord^r, became 
weak and emaciated and unable to carry the Intt 
put upon him : that he died ; and without any dmM 
of this deponent in consequenqe of the crueltj of' wM 
Hodge. 
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]ioii'«e bey^Qii he, Uiis deponent, went the fii-st lime 
t?*u?***h said Hodge's estaite, there was upon it a fine 
gang 6) able negroes, al>out one hundred or more in 
numbery but that when the last wife of said Hodge 
died, that number was so reduced by cruelty, and ab- 
sconding in consequence of cruelty, that negroes 
enough were not to be found on the estate suflTicient 
to dig her grave, and that therefore this deponent,with 
Daniel Ross, Ksq. one of his Majesty's Justices, now 
present, taking this deposition, assisted in digging the 
grave of the said Mistress Hodge ; that from the length 
of time, this deponent cannot now remember all the 
Dames of the negroes who have died in consequence 
of the cruelties of said Hodge, but knows the number 
to be great ; and that sometimes three and four have 
tberebf died in the course of a day and night. 

That another slave, named Gift, belonging to said 
Hoiij^f was working in the field in the forenoon, be- 
ing a man-boy, and in chains, in the month of 
in the year of our Lord, one tliousand eight hundred 
and seven ; that he had been severely cait- whipped 
before, and at that time was scarcely able to hold an 
hocy and his wounds unhealed, when he was laid down 
in presence of this deponent by tlic driver, who said 
he- had orders from his master, said Hodge, so to do, 
Msd agun most severely cart-whipped, i^hd died that 
iui(ht| as tliis deponent is certain, in consequence iA' 
&aid cruelty. 

C 
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That next morniog hes this deponent, szv, 
groeji carrying his dead body uncovered on a ' !v^-of 
board to be buried, apd saw that the body was dread- 
fully cut up by the cart-whip — That this boy had bcca 
in good health, until he was cart-whipped and put in 
chains, and imtil then, had not complained of any in- 
disposition ; that on such occasions, no 'Doctor was 
called in, but from time to time, when negroes in this 
manner became missing, said Hodge desired hin\f 
.this deponent,to mark them on the.Ust board as runaway. 

That during deponent's residence with said Hodge, 
he sent down three mules to Baugher's Bay, and took 
the tiles belonging to the heirs of Bezaliel Hodgei 
Esq. deceased ; that when he, this deponent, saw the 
mules going down for said purpose, he brought the 
mule-boys to an account, as to where they were go* 
ing, but they would not tell him, whereupon he« this 
deponent, as he had some days before been informed 
by one of Mistress Georges* negroes, of said Hodge's 
intenti<Ai, relative to said tiles, not thinking it right, 
sent them back ; in consequence of which, one of said 
mule-boys went to said Hod^e, and told lum of their 
being sent back by deponent, that thereupon the said 
Hodge came down and quarrelled with this deponent 
for so interfering wilh the mule-boys, saying at the 
same time, that he was sending them to Mr. Hills* 
for tiles ;' in consequence of which, the mule-boys 
went and brought the old tiles from «i6t of Ihe old 



isc bdoriging' to said heirs of stiid Hodpe on said 
igker's-Bayy whicHr this deponent saw them do; 
istcd by a watchman belonging to sfaid heirs, named 
itthcw, by looking at them through a spy-glass, 
m the mule-pen on said Hodge^s estate ; that said 
8 were brought up to said Hodgc*s estate, and that 
saw them by order, and in presence of said Hodigie^ 
: on. the Copper-Hole Shed, belonging to ssdd 
dge ; that three mule loads of tiles were brought 
that day, and enough afterwards to cover the whole 
he said Copperhole Shed,or the greater part thereof. 
\nd further this deponent saith, that said Hodge, 
ile he lived with him, would occasionally have the 
lit cattle belonging to tlie heirs of said Bezuliel 
dge taken out of thepen of said heirs at BaiigherV'' 
y, before day, and would work them in carting su* 
- from his works to said Bay, and has made this 
x>nent go to said Bay and tie the watchman belong- 
^ to said heirs, who was charged with the care of 
d cattle^ and bring him up tlie lull to him, the said 
ihur Hodge, when said Hodge, in this deponent*s 
tsence threatened said watchman to cart-whip him, 
he heard he told of his, the said Hodge, so taking 
) using said cattle, and upon said watchman promis- 
l said Hodge not to tell the some, that ss^d Hodge, 
this deponent's presence, has given ssod watchman 
mmeal and herrings to keep him secret. 

{SigTied) STEPHEN M'KEOUOH. 



Sworn to be/ore w*, hit Majesty*^ Ju9tice9 of^ the- 
Peace for said Firgin-Islands, thiw \Qth day qf 
Marchy in the fifiy-firtt year of hU Majeaiy*^ 
reign i th^ said Stephen M'Rsough having 
Jirst iigned this^ and the /treeeding eight fiage^ 
in Qur firesehce, 

(Signed) George R. Porter, 
Abraham C. Hill, 
George Martin, 
D. Ross, 

Francis H. Stout, 
William G. Chalwill, 
Henry M. Ljsle, 
William Rogers Isaacs. 



^' 



PROCLAMATION. 

Virgin-Islands,? 

ToETOLA. 3 ^^^ Hundred Joes reward^ by 

the Hon. Thomas Thomassok^ Etq, 

(Seal.) Freaidrnt of his Majesty* s said Virgin- 

Inlands y ^c. t5'c. ^c. 

Whereas complaint, under oath, hath been made^ 

before several of his Majesty's Justices of the Peace, 

mthin and for the Virgin-Islands, aforesaid, accusing . 

the Hon. Arthur Hodge, of the said island of Torto^a, 

Esq. of the crime of Murder; And, whereas, exam- 
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nadons) under oath) taken be&rc several of his Ma- 
esty*s said Justices of the Peace in support of said 
iccusations, have been exhibited. 

And whereas a warrant founded upon said com* 
ilainty and examinations have been granted by seve* 
al of his Majesty's said Justices- of the Peace^ for 
aid Islands, directed to the Deputy Provost Marshal 
f the Virgin- Islands, or in his absence to his acting 
deputy, and to each and every the Constables of the 
^irgin-Islands, aforesaid, commanding each and every 
f them forthwith to apprehend the said Arthur 
lodge, and' him to bring* before any or either of his 
lajesty's said- JustiQes, to be- on said<:omplaint dealt 
rith according to law. 

And whereas- the said Deputy Provost Marshal of 

he said Virgin-Islands, being absent, hath by his act- 

BgDeputy^ received said Warrant against the said 

bthur Hodge, and by him bath certified that he hath^ 

ftadc strict and diligent search and inquiry for the 

^ Arthur Hodge, in order to apprehend him by 

iitae of the Warrant aforesaid, but hath not been' 

# 

ble to discover or find him, the said Arthur Hodge, 
>ld that he hath reason to suspect that the said Ar- 
bor Hodge is hai*boured and secreted by .some per- 
Dn or persons in the Virgin- Islands, aforesaid :-«- 
^heie are therefore, in his Majesty's name, to-charge 
nd require each and every, his Majesty's liege sub- 
lets, to be aiding and assisting (whenever thereunto 

c a 



required) the Deputy Provost Marshal of the Virgin' 
Islands, aforesaid, and in his absence, to his acting 
Deputy, and each and every the constables of the Vir« 
gin- Islands, aforesaid, in making strict search fory and 
apprehending the said Arthur Hodge, in order thai 
he may be brought to justice. 

And these are further, in his Majesty's name, ta 
forbid each and every his Majesty^s liege subjects, to 
harbour, sust^ or secrete the said Arthur Hodge^ 
being accused as aforesaid, upon pain and penalty d 
what may fall thereon. 

And whereas the council and assembly of these 

Islands, have authorized me to offer a reward for tlM 
apprehension of said Arthur Hodge ; I do therefore: 
liy virtue of said authority, hereby offer a reward oi 
•ne-hundred Joes, to any person or perscuis who shall 
apprehend the ssdd Arthur Hodge, and him delifsf 
into the custody of the Deputy Provost Marshal oi 
Ihese Islands* 

Given under my Hand and Seaty thi9 13/A dayi % 
Marchy in ilfe year ^f Our Lord^ 181 1| and % 
his Maje8ty*9 Rei^j the ffty-first. 

THOMAS THOMASSON, Frtmdm. 



A true C^fiyi 
WjiLLFAM Gordon, Sccretury^ 
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Wrii 9/ Habeas Corfius/or the Frovost Marshal^ cr 
Am lawful deputy ; returnable at 10 0* clocks March 
16/Ai 1811. 

Filed March 1 6/A, 1811. 

William Goudon, D, Secretary^ 



ViRGI V-ISLAND8) 7 
TORTOLA. 5 

Gbobcb the Third f by the grace of Gody of the United. 

Kingdoms of Great'Dritain and Ircland^Kingy dejcnd'- 

tr t^ the Fatthf tsfc, Ta the Frovost Mardialy or his. 

lavful Deputy — Creeting. 

Wc command you, that the body of the Hon. Ar- 
thur Hodge, in your custody detained as it is said, to- 
gether with the cause of the detaining, you have un- 
der safe and secure conduct before our beloved the 
Hon. Maurice Lisle, Esq. our senior Assistant Justice 
of our said Court of Common Pleas, and any other of 
our Assistant Justices of our said Court, at the Court- 
Ilouse, in the Road Town, at 10 o'clock in the fore- 
noon of to-morrow the sixteenth day of this present 
month. To do and to receive all those things which 
our said senior Assistant Ju!}tice^ and hrs Associate or 
Associates shall then and there consider of in this 
particular. And have you then and there tliis writ. 
Witncsf, the Hon. Maui ice Lisle, Esq. senior Assist- 
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tint Justice of our said court, at Tortola, this IS^th day 
of March) in the year of our Lord, l&l K - 

Fasaed thr Office, 

William Gordon, D. Secretary, 



Virgin-Islands,? 

Tortola. 5 Pursuant, and in obedience to 

the annexed Writ to tne delivered, I appear before the 
7Ion. Maurice Lisle, Esq. senior Assistant Justice of 
the Court of Common Pleas for the Virgin-Islands, 
aforesaid ; the Hon. William Wallace, and the Hon. 
George D. Dix, ' Esquiren, Assistant Justices of said 
Court, at the Court-House in the Road Town of Tor- 
tola, at ten of the clock in the forenoon of Saturday,- 
this sixteenth d&y of March, instant ; having there, 
under safe and secure conduct, (as in said writ is com* 
manded) the body of the Hon. Arthur Hodge, said to 
have been detained in my custody in obedience to th& 
following precept. 



Virgin-Islands, 
Tortola J 

To the Deputy Provost Mhr^hal of- the Virgin-Mdndii 

•r, f n hh abaenccy to Ma Acting Deputy y and to the 

ketpcr of the Common Cooly f^ the Virgin IHanda. 

afore aaid"^ GrestjnOm 
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'N^hercas, The Hon. Arthur Hodge of the said 
[sland of Tort j! a, Esq. hath been brought before us, 
the Honorable George Richardson Porter, Henry 
Mauricei Lisle, Francis Harrigan Stout, and Wil- 
liam Rogers Isaacs, Esquires, each and every of 
Hii Majesty's Justices of the Peace, for the said Isl- 
iinds,by virtue of a warrant issued by the Hon. Rich- 
Rrd Hetherington and others, His Majesty's Justices of 
the Peace for the said Islands, upon the information 
and complaint of William Cox Robertson, Esq. who 
therein upon oath saith, that he hath probable cause 
to suspect, and doth suspect that the Hon. Arthur 
Hodge, of said Island of Tortola, Esq. hath wilfully, 
Feloniously, and of his msdice aforethought, murder- 
ed the following negro slaves, late his property, /« 
««/, Tom Boiler, Prosper, Cuffy, Margaret and Else, 
by beating, wounding and evil treating them in so vio- 
lent, shocking and cruel a manner, that they, each and 
jp^ery of jthem, the said negro slaves died in conse- 

luence thereof. 

These are therefore in His Majesty'^ name, to 

(quire and command you to take the body of the said 

lur Hodge, and him fonhwith convey to the com- 

gaol of these Islands, and him deliver to the keep- 

thereof, and you the said keeper, arc alike required 

receive the said Arthur Hodge, into your custody 

said goal, and him there safely to keep, until he be 

^ace delivered bv due course of law. 
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Given under our Hands and Seals, at Tortola, aforC; 
said, this fifteenth day of March, 1811. 

(Signed,) 

Gborob R. Poatim, U^-y 

Hbnxy M.Liilb, (ls.) 

Frakcib H. Stout, (is,) 

William RocERft^IsAAci, (^^0^ 



Tke ^nroer of WiWam Bagfttfi, ih> 
fiuty Provost Mar^haty by hit- attarfw^ 
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VlllQIV-IsLAHBa,? ii' . / : ■' 

ToBTOLA. 3 In tiie case ot-^iiiSn^ vs. lA^ 
Hon. Arthur Hodge^ Esq, I was yesterdajt monuott 
the fifteenth instant, called on to attend at tlie house M 
Francis Hanigan Stout, Esq. one of the Justices d 
the Peace for the said Islands, to sig^i the niittiiiiM 
of the said Arthur Hodge. 1 

The deposition of Williaia Cox HobertsoD) E^j 
and the warrant issued in consequence of that depom 
tion, were read to the said Arthur HodgCi as was abl 
the mittimus. i 
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Mr. Hodge declared himself to be innocent qF the 
hjarge laid against him. 

GEORGE R. PORTER, J. P. 

March 16^A, 1811. * 



W* Honor the Preaitlenij Richard Hetheringtcn M^^f^M 
Charge to the Grand Juryy \S(h Afiril 181.1.— JDfik- 
vered in Court on the 25th jljiril. 

Gentlemen of the Grand Jury. 
'By virtue of a special commission of Oyer and Ter* 
miner and general gaol deHvery, under the hand and 
seal of His Excellency the Governor inChieff you have 
been summoned and are now.impanelled, as the Grand 
lury of Inquest, for the Virgin-Is^mds.— So repeated- 
If, Gentte|iien,,have you discharged the duties of that 
Important statipni that it would be presumption in ip[\e 
Id imagine you unacquainted with .these duties ; at 
jttb time it affords gratification to behold so res- 
{(Stable a collection of my fellow countrymen, assem* 
on the present occasion, and it cannot but be con- 
datonr to myself and the rest of this Court, to feel 
"^m experience* an assurance that you will do every 
g in your power to support t(ie laws, and strictly 
your indictments, agreeably to your oaths, to pre- 
t every person guilty of offences, without partial* 
,. favour, orafifcction. 



The Government of the Virgin-lHlands has too long) 
Ccntlcmen^ been connidcicJ, not only wcak^ but per* 
haps pusiUanimous by ofTcnders ; it has too long been 
believed so, and it is high time that the energy of the 
laws should be used to prove (he contrary* Most of our 
ynagistrates have endeavored to carry the laws iote 
just execution to prevent crimes iffiottible^ being com- 
xnitted) and to punish oflTenders, bs examples to otbeff 
from doing evil. It is. to be hoped they ivill meetef* 
cry aid and encouragement in the tighteous discharge 

of their duty, and that their sentences will be respee* 

-I 

ted, and earried into proper effect; otherwise we 
need hold no Courts, but becoming in a state of iniub-^ 
ordination, leave every man to assert his own rsght% 
and maintain what he may ci*)], his own privileges ii 
the best way he can ; for, Gentlemen, when the laws 
are trampled upon, and the magistrates defiedf M 
good order or decorum can exist in society^ bat 
must be confusion, and the worst of anarchy. 

You will remember. Gentlemen, that you are not! 
jury to try offenders, but only to present offencesf ss 
they may be laid before you, or come to your knoW' 
ledge, on behalf of the Crown. Should you need the 
assistance of the law officers on the present ocMioBf 
you have a tight to call upon them for any inifbrma' 
tion, which doubtless, they will cither of them rei« 
dily fumi:;h you with. Consider, Gentlemen^ that 
the peace, quiet, safety, and lives of the inhabitants! 



rest in the hands of a Grand Jury, do your duty 
rtiallyi and trust for your reward to your own 
^ienceS) your country, and your God. 

CHARD HETHERINGTON, President P. T. 



le Grand Jury consisted of, 



Allen, 

: B. Arrindell, 
1. Belisario, 

Heel, 
iam Geo, Crabb, 

Carruthers, 

Vanterpooly 
•gc Dyer, 
5» Grigg) 

Hanley^ 

F. Lettsomc; 

Mttlloon) 



Matthew Mulloen, 
John Stephens, {Foreman^ 
George Nibbs, 
William Ross, 
William Rymer, 
David Shearer, 
William Thomas, 
Thomas Wallers, 
John Harrigan, 
Richard King, 
John Lcltsonie, 
Etquirei, 
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TRIAL 



OF 



ARTHUR HODGE, ESQ. 

ite one of the Members of His Majesty's Council 
fop the Virgin-Islands— for the Murder of 
hb Ne^o Man Slave^ named 

PROSPER. 



LT a Court cf Oyer and Terminer, and General 
aol Delivery, for the Virgin-Islands, holden at the 
>urt-Housc, in the Road-Town of Tortola, on Thurfi-' 
y, the 25th April 181 1,— before his Honor, 

RICHARD HETHERINGTON, Esq. 

Prenident^ P. T. 
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The Hon. Andrew Anderson, ICsq. "^ 
The Hon. John Ferdinand Isaslc 

Pickering, Esq. 
The Hon. George Richardson Por- i Qf Hjg |^ 

^cr, Esq. I ty'sCoui 

The Hon. George Davis Dix, Esq. 
The Hon. Abraham Chalwill Hill, 

Esq. 

His Honor James Robertson, Efiq, Chie/ Justice 

the Court of Common F 
Joseph Harrigan, Esq. 
Francis Harrigan Stout, Esq. 
William Guttibs Chalwill, Esq. 
Thomas Dougan, Esq. and 
William Rogers Isaacs, Es^ 



The Grand Jury) consisting of the Gentle 
herein after named, found a BUI of Indictment eg 
the said Arthur Hodge,' Esq. for the wilful mu 
of Prosper. 

Grand Juron, 



John Allen, 

Peter B. Arrindell, . 

Abm. M. Belisario, 

» 

John Beel, 
William G.Crabb, 
John Carruthers, , 
George Dyer, 



John Ilcnlcy, 
'John F. Lettsome, 
John Mulloon, 
George Nibbs, 
Matthew Mulloon, 
William Ross, 
William Rymer, 



James Giigg:, David Shearer, 

William Thomas, Thomas Watters> 
J. Vanlerpool, scnr. John Stephen s, 
John Hariigan, Richard King, 

y- John Lettsome, Hsgutrcs, 

When Jolm Stephens, Esq. was appointed Fore- 
man. 

The Court being opened and Arthur Hodge set to 
the Bar, he was arraigned on the Indictment, which 
was then read Ijy the Clerk of the Crown, (William 
Gordon, E'sq.) and was as follows,. 

VjROlN-TsLAKDS, 1 
To^TOLAi St. J 

M a S/ierial Court of Oyer and Terminer anti 
Gaol Delivery i for the Virgin-Ialandtj begun 
and holden at the Court^HoTise in the Road-Town 
qf the said Island of Tortoluy on the ninth day %^' 
^firiU in the year of our Lord one thousrafld 
eight hundred and eltven^ G7id' in the fj^y-frat 
year <f His Majekly*a Reign ^ and adjourned 
from thai time to Saturday ^ the tv/entieth day of 
the same months Ajiril^ and from the said tiven- 
ticth day <if eaid Afiril^ adjourned to Thiirsdav 
this ttoenty-ffth day of the same pionthy A/irilf 
and now thereon holden at the Court-House^ in 
the Road-To'-^n of the said Island of Tor tolcy 
" wiVAin and for the Virgin-Islands aforesaid, 

9 & 
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Oun SorESEiCH Lord fuB Ktnc^ vs. Arthur Hovce 

The Jurors for our Lord the Ring, upon their oall 
present, That Arthur Hodge of the Island of Tortplfl 
Esq. being a person of a cruel, maliciousi anddia 
bolical disposition, and not having the fear of Codl)C 
fore his eyes^ but moved, and seduced by the instiga 
tion of the devil, on the second day of October, in tbi 
forty seventh year of the reign of Our Sovereigi 
Lord George the Third, by the Grace of God| of thi 
United Kingdom of Great-Britain and Ireland^ Riii( 
Defender of the Faith, and in the year of our Lor 
one thousand eight hundred and seven, ' nith fore 
and arms, in the Island of Tortola, felonioufily, y^i 
fully, and of his malice aforethought, did comman 
certain men slaves, whose names are to the juroi 
aforesaid, unknown^ belonging to, and under the d' 
reciion and command of the said Arthur Hodge, 1 
seize a certain negro man slave, called or known fa 
the name of Prosper, belonging to, and being undi 
the command of the said Arthur Hodge, and to ihro 
down, ami forcibly hold upon the ground, the «aid m 
gro man slave Prosper, with his face and belly upc 
the ground, and both his legs ami arms extended ai 
held down ; and that the said Arthur Hodge then ai 
there feloniously, wilfully, and of his malice afor 
thought, did command a certain negro man slav 
whose name is to the jurors unknown, belonging t 
and in the possesnion of the said Arthur Hodge^ i 
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flojj and whip the said slave, Prosper, atid that in obr- 
dlence to the command, and by the coercion of the 
said Arthur Hodg^, the said slave, whose name is to 
the said jurors unknown, ih the presence of,' and by the 
command of the B&id -Arth\ir Hodge, so feloniously, 
^Ifuily, and 'of his thalice aforethought, (^vtn as 
aforesaid trith a certain instrAim'ent >of punishment, 
Commonly Y:aUed a cart-whip' made of wood and rope 
of the valub t>f one shilling^, which the said slave^ 
whose name is tb the junots afok'esaid unknown, in 
'his right hand, then aitd there had and held, did 
then and there strike, iiog, whip, bruise and la- 
cerate the naked right and left buttock, and naked 
n'ght and left thigh of the said negro man slave Pros- 
^r, for the space of one hour, in the presence of, 
'and by thetbmmand- df'the feaid. Arthur Hodge, so 
fciontouslyf wilfi/llys ftndof his cmali-ce aforcthouizht 
gireh as'an6restiiH, and felbniously, wilfull^y and of his 
m.'liceafbrethough't, continued and persist ec> in by the 
said Arthur Hodge ; the said slave, wh^yr^e name is lo 
the said jurors unknown then aud there gt^ing with 
the cart- whip aforesaid in obedience tx) the com- 
mand of the said Arthur Hodgc« so feloniously, wilful- 
ly and of his mf>lice aforethought, given and continu- 
ed and persisted in as aforesaid, upon the naked right 
and left buttock, aild naked right and left thigh 
of the said negro man slave, named Prosper, divers 
morlttl strokes, bruises, lacerations and hurts, of 



4^ 

left buttock) and naked right and left thigh of thr 
said negro man slave named Prosper^ for the space 
of one hour, in the presence of, and by the command 
of the said Arthur Hodge, so feloniously, mlfully» and 
of Ills malice aforetliought, given as aforessddi and con* 
tinued and persisted in by the said Arthur Hodge, the 
said .(^lave, whose name is to the said j.urors unknowny * 
then and there giving with the cart-whip aforesaidf 
in obedience to tlie command of the said Arthur 
Hodge, so feloniouslf, wilfully and of hb malice afore* 
thought, giren and continued and persisted in as-afore-^ 
■aid, upon the naked right and left buttock, and naked 
right and left thigh of the said negro man slave, named 
Prosper, divers mortal strokes, bruises, lacerations and 
hurts, of which said mortal strokes, bruises, lacera* 
tions and hurts the said negro man slave, naiptid 
Prosper, from the said second day of October in the 
year aforesaid, until the fifteenth day of October in 
the year aforesaid, in the Island aforesaid, did lan- 
guish, and languishing did live, on which said fifteenth 
(fuy of October, in the year aforesaid, and in the Isl- 
and aforesaid, the said slave called Prosper, of the 
said mortal* strokes, bruises, lacerations and hurts, se 
given as aforesaid, by the command of the said Ar- 
thur Hodge, feloniously, wilfully and of his malice 
aforethought, died. 

And so the jurors aforesaid, upon their oath afore- 1 
said, do say, that the said Arthur Hodge, in manner 
and foirm aforesaid, the said negro man slavCf riamed 
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'ProspeTf ieloniouslfi wilfully, and of his maBce 
aforethought^ did kill, and mnrderi against the peace 
•f our said Lord the Kingi .his Crown and Dignitf, 
and againdt the form of the act of the Commander in 
Chief of his said Msyesty's Leeward Charribee Islandsf 
in Amcricai and the General Council and General 
Assembly of the said Islands, in such case made and 
provided. 

PAUL HORSFORD, SoHcUor General. 

HENRY M. HSLE. 

A TrucBiM. 

John StxphevSi Foreman, 

'' Tha Prisoner arraigned, aifd pleaded Not Gitilty. 

William GoRDOJti Deputy Secretary^ 

VrmoiH-IsLAMBs, 7 

TOMTOLA. 5 

In the Court of Oyer and Terminer and Gaol 
DeUvery* for said Islandsi 

Rxx va. Aethur Hodox. 

Indictment for Murder* 



1 Perreen Georges, Sworwi» 



J Stephen M'Keough, Smortu 

PAUL HORSFORD, SoUcitor General. 
HENRY M. LISLEj Pro Rege. 
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To ivhich Hie Prisoner pleaded Not Guilty. 



Then the Pannel returned bv Robert CHoyer Is9»cb, 
Esq. the Deputy Jdarshal, was jC^Ued oyer and €on^8« 
ted of the folloiving, viz. 

m 

Isaac Thoma$i Donald Cameron^ 

George Strachan, Abraham Heiliger Long} ■ 

John Pittman Vanterpool^ John Gibbs, 



John Davis MolineuX} 
Christopher Arrindell> 
John Strachan^ 
Benjamin Harper, 
Alexander Carr, 
Jtichard Roberts, sen. 
William Isaac P-almer, 
Robert Bowie, 
Charles Walter Woods, 
Thomas Wills, 
John Rawbcne, 
Alexander Eraser, 
W. E. WDson, 
Andrew M. Dbugan, 
William Glover, 
Duncan M'Intosh, • 
John Skelton) Jun. 



Henry Shew» 
Isaac Titley, 
John Vanterpooly Jun* 
Isaac Stephens^ 
John Belis, 
Robert .Greene^ 
George Leonard Fisher, 
John Dracott} 
A. M^Kechnie, 
A. Armstrong, 
George Smithy 
Richard Roberta, Jun. 
William W^reham, 
William McLaren, 
H. A. Bentein. 
John M^Donoughf 



Mr, TysoHjOB behalf of tke Prisoner, was procced- 
g to inform the Court, that he was not ready to 
Maetotriy^ when Mr. Solkltor General, the Hon> 
aul Hdkft^, Esq. applied to the Court to know 
fhotfter- counsel should be assigned the prisoner, 
itti if so, whetherfor the examination of witnesses, 
md iho <Kscussion of points of law, or counsel in 
full ; that with three able and experienced counsel 
OB his behafr, Mr. Solicitor General thought the prac^ 
tice of the mother country ought to be adhered to, 
but admitted that the practice of the colonies varied 
in that respeet ; he proposed, in case counsel in full 
waft assigned the prisoner, that one only, should ad* 
^ress the jury, and mentioned the case of Baibot 
and Mills, at St. Kitts, where counsel in full was de- 
nied the prisoner, and cited 4 Blackstone, 355 ; 2 
Hawkins P. C. 400 ; Lord Coke 3 Institute 137. 

Mr. Chief Justice Robertson, said he had sat 24 
years, and never knew that counsel in the fullest ex- 
tent was refused even in crimes of a less degree ; he 
*^niitted the doctrine in England recommended that 
^ne should open, another should examine, and the third 
^fenld plead and address the jury ; he should be sor- 
^ to sit where a prisoner was debarred counsel in 
tte fullest extent. After some further argument, 
*he Court appointed Mr. Tyson, Mr. Long and Mr. 
Wiisgrave, with permission to two, to address the ju- 
*T) and any one to cross-examine, but that whoever be- 
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08111) Should end with the same witnessy and thati«n^ 
eounsel should open the defence and the other cleie* 

This being agreed to, Mr. Tyson addressed the 
Court to pospone the trial ^stating that'depositions had 
been taken relati^re to the destruction of a number 
of negrbeS} ^irhich depositions had beein )f;ept from tbe 
knowledge of the prisoner's counsel^ in an extraor- 
dinary manner^— that they were taken by surprise] and 
could not prepare a defence ; they had prepared 
themselre^ for t^ose mentioned first in tlie depoair 
tionS] and were ready ^o try the first named ; they had 
postponed the consideration of the succe.e<Hng char- 
geS] expecting the Solicitor General would h^ye pro- 
oeeded regularly with the firsts and so on ; they we,re 
not only prejpared to m,eet them^ but every /^ther 
charge agsdnst Mr. Qodge. 

Mr. Long made several observations in addition; 
he stated that he knew no ground why the deposi- 
tions were kept from t^em ; Ibey were deprived of the • 
opportunity of questioning character ; this w^f the 
first time the parties came face to face^ he required 
a sight of the accusations against Mr. ^odg^^ and 
stated tjiat the commitment tgpk place before the de- 
positions. 

Here he was stopped by Mr. Solicitor General* 

Mr. Lisle said they were taken, befpre ^ cion^*- 
fitment, as to Prosper. 
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Mr, LongK—The warrants were issued on the 5th 
Altrch, before they'^yere taken. 

Mr. Lide,— -Na They were taken on the 4th 
March. 

Mr; Long,— The 1st and Sd Philip and Mary 13^ 
directs that the Information and deposition shall be re** 
ttlrBod into the gaol delivery under a ]^nalty ; why were 
they not? No examination of the prisoner was taken) it 
was highly necessary) had it even been a charge of yes- 
terday) but much more sO) being one of four years ago ; 
the opportunity of repelling evidence was debarred 
them-^these people were guilty of misprison of felony 
by not briiiging him forward before— he has unanswej:- 
lAle cases to support him ; the examination and in-- 
ibnnation should be taken before the magistrates, and 
should be put in writing within two days. He was 
ready> though no efficient reason in his opinion had 
been given. 

Mr. Musgrave)-— Tlie depositions had never been 
read to Mr. Hodge. 

Mr. L!sle,-*-They had been. lodged. 

The Court ordered that the prisoner's counsel may 
6€e the depositions lodged. 

Mr. Solicitor General)— That it did not lie with 
the counsel for the CrowU) but the Court) to consent 
to postpone the trial ; he submitted whether any sub- 
stantial reason had been given) to put the country to 
inconvenience ; the difficulty of assembling juries in 
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liicse Islands was well knowp ; Mr.lx>Dg w^nuflteken 
respecting Prosper ; he would prove that Prospeib>r 
whom the prisoner was committed, was mxaod in 
those depositions ; with regard to the order of chi^^s 
he was ngt bound to call on the prisoner's cqimseL 
to say which they would have first ; the counsel ;%tr. 
the Crown were supported in the election, they W 
made ; the counsel on the other side kxxeyf. Mi^ 
Hodge was committed for Prosper, and ought to.^^ 
prepared for that trial, they must be as capable to 6^f. 
to meet it) as any other day. 

Mr. Lisle,— The depositions Wjsre kept back bf* 
cause if the prisoner or his friends were permitted 
to know who had testified against him, tJiey might 
never be forth-coming. 

Mr. Long replied at length, and supported lus 
right to have the trial postponed. 

The Court asked the Secretary, who* gave direc- 

« 

tions that the depositions should be lodged in his 
office ? He ansvered, Mr. Chief Justice Robertson . 

Mr. Lisle, — He sent them the day before, but Mr. 
Gordon (the secret>iry) was not there ; the afiidavit 
respecting Prosper was filed before Mr. Tyspn and 

Mr. Lo^^g arrived. ^ 

The affidavit of the Prisoner stating that he was 
not prepared, and praying to have the trial put off 
until Monday the 29th April,* was then read ; andiht 
Court unanimously agreed thjBreto^ 
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Mr. LislC)— Whether the other depositions should 
WikKlged? 

Soficitor GeiJbcal was of opinion they should. 
' The Court read the 160th clause of the Court Acty 
mentioning they should be lodged four days before 
trial; • 
Mr. Long^To what pAposey if dfe prboner's 
^ counsel cannot see them ? 

Coarti— All the depositions should be lodged) and 
"a reference may be had to themt but no copies takeni 
they are only to be read. 
Adjourned to Monday^ the 29 th Jfiriit at 10 oV/ocA: 
1^ in. the /or enow. 
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aHjoorked coirR7% 

Of Oyer mi Terminer aod. General Gaol U 
for the Virgin-Islands— Court House, 1 

TRIAL. 
Of ARTHua HopGE, Esa* late of His Ms 
Council for the Virgin-Islands, for the Muip 

r 

of his negro man slave, named 

• - • * 

' PROSPER. 



The Judges, Grand Jury and Pannel were th 
as on the first day of Court, to the minui^a of 
refer. 

The Court being opened, 

Mr. Solicitor General stated to the Court \ 
kad acceded to a proposi<tion of his learned 
Mr. Lisle. Since the evidence produced to the 
Jury, there appeared some circumstances to tl 
nesses, that would establish the death of Prospi 
clearly ; he therefore in compliance with the i 
lion of his learned friend, though he was not 8 
was material, begged leave to alter, or withdi 
indictment and send in a new bill. 
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Mr. Tyson ojiposedit; he was flffttislied wUht&e 
indictmeiit in its present state. 

Mr. Musgrave read a case where it was refuted. 
It was by no means proper to encourage such prac- 
tice ; the prisoner in the case cited, had been put qr: 
'kb deisnee' and aequitted. 

Mr. Liale»-^The petit jury are n^^lmpannelled. 

Mr. Long moved - that the trial proceed on present 

indictment. 

I. 

' Court— vDrder die prisoner to be brought up. 

Arthur Hodge was then set to the bap for trial on 
tiie indictment, to which he had pleaded nor ^w'/ry.. 
Then the pannel relumed by the Deputy Marshal 
was called over«-(8ee first day's minutes.) 

The Court called on the- prisoner's counsel to shew 
cause for their objections to the jurymen they had re* 
:jeclad^«Amd first as to 

Robert Greeny challenged with cause. 

Interrogated by Mr. Long. 

QueHion. Was n6t Mr. W Keeugh entertained by 
-fdU M th» eost of th^ t>i^^>^c^^i' ^ 
. • Anmvfw. Mr. M'Keough has been entertfdned- at 
«iy faeufte ; he stiU eats and dnnks with me^ as does 
Perreen Georges^ both at my own eharge. 
^ . By Blv. Solicitor General. 

Q. Why were they placed wi^h yoa ? 
:.4r Because they both told the magistrates they 
wished to be put under my protection^ as they werr 
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afraid of being aasasnnatedy not4)y Mr Hodgei btit bf ' 
his friends. Perreen Georges has always lited iit ^ 
TumbuU's Mountain, the estate I manage. 

Q. Have jou had any conversations with thewit* '^ 
nesses? '^ 

A, I have^ and wish to be excused ; ^loagh I eah ''=^ 
cohsdendousl^f^ upon the pannely and do m^^dtttf '' 
towards Mr. Hodge and the King. '^T* 

Mr. Long,— 'To the Court cited 3d Hale 306; ^If ^ 
a jur]rman9 before s^nrom, take infomiatioii of the ' 
oasey it is cause of challenge) the law was otherwise '- 
before, but not so now.*' 

3d Bums Justice |lhe same; i ' 

Solicitor Generlil cohceives the sort of infdrmatida 
Mr. Green obtained, is not such as* to disqualify him 
■ for a juror, it should appear he had voluntarily^ made 
himself a party with the witnessesr As informations 
before magistratesrare public^ they naust neoessarily 
be known generally ; the witnesses were placed' by 
the magistrates with. Mr. Green, for the ease^^com^^ 
fort and safety of the parties, and to serve the ends of 
^ubtic justice. He declares they have made no - biM 
on his mind, submits under these circumstances ndiop 
ther he is proper or not. 

Mr. LislC)— Jurors may beehallengedi profittrt^'^ 
Jectum^ malice or fovor ; they should shew this. 

Mr. Tysoni—- Mr. Solicitor General has mistakeBi 
the premises ; be saya Mr» Green'3 informatioa waa 
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rivate conversations. That man knows little of the 
uman heart) who does not know what impressions 
ich c(»nversatioixs. would have ; firat impressions are 
le strongest ; the law saya we won't run the risik of 
le man being perjui-ed^ I should myself /«von as 
Ir.. Hodge's counsel) have received uu&rorable^ im- 
ressions ; Mr.. Green being influenced in the^QialU 
M degree, would render him ineligible ; Mr* Greea 
dthout knowing itt has received impressions from 
lie only persons, by whom this prosecution can b^ 
i^porledf not from general report. 
The Ck>urt considered him ineligible* < 

Mr. A. M^Kenzie^ peremptorily. 
Alexander Fraaer^ do, 
D, M^Kintoeh^ do. 

ifohn Skelfn, fun._ challenged with csmse^. 
By Mr Long. 

Q. Have you conversed wilh the witnesses ?. 
A, Yes, yesterday, I am prejudiced against Mr. 
lodge* but not so . as to operate on my oath, 
Q. For what cause I 

A. In consequence of iVIr Hodge saying something 
I me improper in another business. 
The Court— Cause allowed. 

Dorudd Cameron^ challenged peremptorily. 
' Jhb^irf Bowiey challenged with cause. 
Q. D,o you bear any ill will towards Mr. Hodge I, 
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A, i^onC) I haye had a dispute iirith hinH. 

Q. Have you conversed with the ^yitnesses \ 

A. No. 

Admitted on the pannel by the pHsoner. ' 
Abraham H. Long^ challenged with cause*- 

Q. Did you go to fetch 'Mr: M'Keough ? 

A, I did) and am prejudiced agaihst Mr. Hodge 

Cause allowed. 

John GibbM^ challenged with cause. 

Q. Have you had any conversations respecting 
trial. 

A, YeS) but none with witnesses , nor with Mr. \ 
liam Cox Robertson ; my private opinion of Mr.K 
is very bad. 

Cause allowed. 

WiUiam M^Laren^ with cause. 

Q, Are you ill disposed towards Mr. Hodge ? , 

.^. I have no ill will against him. 

Peremptorily challenged. 

Richard RobertMj jun, with cause. 

Q. Are you ill disposed towards Mr. Ho!(%e ? 

A, I owe him no ill willy and am not prejudiced 

$. Have you conversed with the witnesses ? 

A\ I have not. 

Peremptorily challenged! 

Henry Shew% vnkh cause. 

Q. Have you any prejudice against Mr. Hbdge 

j#. None. 
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p. Have jQU conTersed ynih t Jie wi^esses pn ^e 
>uiiness ? 

Peremptotily challenged. 

The examination of jurymen closed on the paint 
»f the prisoner ; 19 peremptorily challenged^ 8 chal* 
tenged with cause. 

ON TJIE FAR7 OF THE CROWK. 

-George Leonard FUher, 
. By Mr. Solicitor GeneraK 
' Q. Are ypu related to the prisoner ? 
wf. I am a third cousin, 
r^ Q. Do jQu feel prejudiced in his favor ? 
F 'i. I dp. 
PCt^se allowed. 
r Andrew M, Dougan^ with cause. 

k 

^ Q. Have you ever converaed with the prisoner on 
^e subject of this triali and when ? 

A. I have twice ; have visited h^n in |;aol| and am 
l^judiced in his fiEiVor. 

Cause allowed. 

John Rawbone^ with caiuse. 

Cause allowed propter o^cmm^ being married jto 
pV'isoner's dster. 

WiUiam Imooc Palmer^ with cause. 

Q. Have you expressed apy opinion on this case ? 

wf . I have spoken feelingly on it ; I am not prcju** 
Hcq^. 
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Admitted on the panne!) making eleven t>n the pOhj 

Xiel. 

John M^Donoughy with cause. 

Without being questioned, said he thought Uvj 
t:ase would be hurtful to the West-In^a Inlands : %\ 
would make the negroes saucy. 

Mr. Solicitor General was astonished at suciiadb»i 
•claration, and left it to the Court. 

Mr. Tyson admitted that it might produce inco» 
yenience, but it ought to be investigated : the condeH^j 
nation or acquittal would not have the effbc^ it wwtt* 
only be the trial itself. 

The Court — Not competent-— cause alh>wedy' ifeflfr 

bU8» 

John Brubeyy admitted on the pannel) bdngdie 
twelfth. 

The witnesses for the Crown were then called 
The counsel employed were. 

For the Crown, 
The Solicitor General, the Hon. Paul Hursfoid^i 

Esq. of Antigua. 
Henry Maurice Lisle, Esq. King's CounseU TortDhM 

For the Prisoner, 
The Hon. George Tyson, Esq. Speaker of ^ 

House of Assembly, St. Chriaiophees. 
Samuel Long, Esq. of said Island. 
William Musgrave, Esq. Tortola. 



W:;:i,C3S€s c.ilicJ for the Crown. 
)r. John West, Mr. Stephen M'Keou^^ii, 

)r. William \Vosi:, Pcrrccn Georges, (a free v.o- 

klr. William Hamilton, man of colour.) 

\ViHiam Wallace, Mrs. Frances Pasea Robert- 
4is5 Jane Tollman, son, 

Vlrs. Elizabeth Austin, Mr. Absalom Austin, 
Wr. Robert Green, John Skelton, juu. 

Bezl. H. DonovuTi, Christopher Roelosson, 

John Rawbon^, Mrs. Margaret Roelosson, 

George Dyer, (iiis wife) 

The Hon. George D. The Hon. Andrew Ander- 

Dix, Lsq. son, Esq. 

^iifirod Harrig?.n, (a free black man.) 



TLe witnesses for the prisoner were not called 
orer. 

On argument respecting the separating witness- 
es, the prisoner's counsel did not think it ner.cssary 
that any other witnesses should be kept apart, except 
Pcrreen Georges and Mr. M*Keough, v/ho were or- 
dered to remain apart, out of heai-ing of the Court, 

The Indictment was then read by the Clerk of the 
Crown, (sec page 41) when Mr. Lisle rose and ad- 
Jressed 'the Court and jury in the ffillowin^; words 
»n behalf of the Crowii. 
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Afay it fihasc your Honors, 

Gentlemen of the Jury, 
. You are now impannelled upon no comm 
nary occasion. You come not here to day to 
trifling rights of property, but to be the arb: 
fate of an unfortunate individual, charged 
ces, and arraigned agreeably to the laws o 
try, on trial for crimes, at the mention of 
inanity shudders. In your hands, Gentlem 
" ibsues of life and death," and conseq 
must realize that you have not only an im) 
a melancholy, awful task to perform. Pai 
self indeed is the duty imposed upon mi 
ing it to be so, I cannot but be sensible 
is equally grievous ; nevertheless, Gentl 
cannot shrink from the unpleasant office, 
laws of God, by the laws of our commc 
and by the sacred oaths we have severall) 
arc bound, conscientiously to discharge I 
now imposed upon us. As men possessing 
ed minds, and upright consciences, as nr 
yourselves liable to future accountability, a 
believing in, andfcaiingto ofiend a rig! 
I now call upon you to render by Ihc; y 
fchall give, that justice v/liich may be i 
for or against the prisoner. 

To diay no common culprit stands bcfo 
iis be a stranger to ciihcr of you— you 
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>wii him, and you are therefore the most proper 
sons to ascertain whether he be guilty or innocent, 

to that invaluable privilege, the right of trial by 
y, which among many others, every British sub- 
t enjoys, is annexed the right of a jury collected 
m the immediate vicinage. From the immediate 
inage, you, Gentlemen, are now impannelled, and 
ing long known the prisoner at the bar, knowing 
3 the witnesses who will be produced in support of 
s prosecution, and those (if any) which the prison- 
may introduce in his defence ; If any body of men 
i be competent to a decision, you Gentlemen, eer- 
ily are. If however, from your knowledge. what 
iracter that ill-fated man for years has eustainedi 
.1 have any of you imbibed prejudices against him^ 

me now explicitly charge you tobi^nisli them from 
jr bosoms, for although charp;el with, and indicted 

tlie most litinous crimes, the l:.w presumes him 
be innocent, and you p.rc to consider him so until, 
^ond every rcasonuulc doubt, he is proved to be 
ilty, and p.ovcd Lo be so, (as unhnppily for him I 
X will !)« 'lie cii'ic) by the most clear and unques- 
nab!c tt*'i'iiony. 

When v;c reflect, Gentlemen of the jury, for a 
)mcnt tl.:;t the u:i fortunate prisoner at the bar was 
m ioi nA<l did inherit a clear and ample estate, 
It he wa*! rocked in the cradle of ease, and nursed 

the I'-tp of uRlucncc ; that he rccciycd not OT)ly •. 
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tiifcraiy but fioiisAcd education ; that indepcndensYr 
T»ith all her train, bearing concomitant blessings, it- 
tended him, that liis prospects were once fair as couM 
kave been covclcd ; That the goddess, Fortune, vis 
his handmaid ; that honors a'.raited him, and liis 
Sovereign called him in early life to his council — ne 
cannot but now look with wonder at his degradation, 
and pity the deplorable stata to which his barbarous 
criminality has reduced Ivim. Can wc behold him sil- 
uated as he now is, plunged by guilt from the pinoade 
of felicity on which he rested, into the deepest abyss 
of human misery, and not lament the fatal depravky 
of man which entices him to evil, and when iQfum-> 
ted by his ungoverned passions, subjects him to tlit 

worst of errors, hurling him into a vortex, alas ! fa 
ever destructive. Wc should never, Gentlem< 
pennit our passions to become our masters, for t 
are insurgent incentives to vice ; if we do we si 
find them like whirlwinds, sweeping every t 

away loosely before them, and leaving us when 
fury subsides, only to sigh and wonder at. the av 
desolation they Lave made. 

The cxhibilion of human depravity, of savage 
tity, and unrelenting barbarity which will this di 
be presented before us, should ever be an inde 
warning to each and every of us. May we r.e 
prove unmindful of it, but endeavour, like the 
to extract profitable stores from noxious sources 
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In the present case> Gcnilcnien} tlic prisoner at 
the bar, stands charged with the horrid crime of mur- 
der, always horrid in itself, but how much more ag- 
gravated and shocking when committed upcn a poor 
defenceless fellow creature, who has not the means 
of resistance to effect self-preservation, but is debar- 
red even the possibility of escape by flight from his 
barbarous murderer. Here, kc who ought to have 
been the kind protector, the hu^nanc master, and the 
merciful owner, exhibits neither of those three char- 
acters, but will be proved to you, to have been the 
cruel opi)ressor, the savage proprietor, and the relent- 
less manslayer. 

Murder, Gentlemen, as I before observed is an 
olTencc which seldom occurs among us, and murder 
like that which is the subject qf your present enquiry, 
surely never before to blast the character of human 
iiAturc, occurred in any civilized community ; it ban- 
ishes even sympathy from our breasts, and almoH'- 
rcndci's us deaf to the soft impulses of pity. 

Yet should the voice of pity, addressed to the cr.v 
of philanthropy, attack our sensibility ; it become ; 
us oh this occasion not to listen to her decep- 
tive insidious appeal, but to be governed only 1/ 
the solemn dictates of justice, regulated by law ; 
ciur senses we must not permit to be stolen fronri us 
by sophistry, nor arc we to suffer our necessary firm- 
:u:s4 in the discharge of duty to be subdued by tl;c 
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most eloquent address to the passions. With pUv} 
a jtiry has nothing to do, and mercy is not their ut* 
tribute, but that of an higher delegation.---By your 
oaths, Gentlemen, you are expected to be just, not 
merciful ; and if you possess consciences pure as I • 
conceive them to be, whilst you lend me your attentioRi 
your minds will be open to conviction, ready to dis- 
charge your important, your sacred duties to your- 
selves, your country and your God. 

It may be observed. Gentlemen, that it is three or 
jour years since the crime charged in the indictment 
is alledged to have been committed ; it is of no conse- 
quence when it was perpetrated, nor through whose 
instrumentality the offender has been apprehended 
and brought to justice ; for many years have culprits 
screened their villainy, and until betrayed by accom- 
plices, or rendered self-instruments of conviction, they. 
have escaped, detection, but met their deserts at 
last. Murder^ of all crimes, seldom, if ever, escapes 
the dreadful punishment which awaits it, for << blood 
|br blood*' is the retribution claimed by heaveo 
itself. 

There is np statute of limitation. Gentlemen of the 
jury, which if pleaded in bar to an indictment for Ho- 
micide can avail any thing ; never was such a plea 
admitted for a moment, even in idea, and therefore I 
trust we shall hear no remarks as to the time which 
has elapsed between the period of the murder of 
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)er by the prisoner, And his present arraignment 
Lai on that occasion. 

c woysof proviuencct Gentlem'eiiy arc dark and 
ate, and a& holf writ assures ufi» "past finding 
' inscrutable by short sighted mortals are the 
lea of Omniscience. The mirror of futurity and 
'olume of (lestitty arc wisely withholden from 
nspection-^we are not permitted to read the 
of fatcy but must be content in the Imowledge 
the same first cause who created us^ and endued 
,th reason^ made us free iig^ntst accountable to 
?henever he shall summon u» to. render to him 
ccount of our stewardship on earth. For, 
: there is a God,, all. natures cries, aloud throV 
iv works."— Yes, Gentlement a God whose eye 
urates the paviliioo of darkness, and inspects the 
secret recesses of the heart of man—whose 
lears the weakest whisper, and whose hand re- 
i the foul deeds of the murderer ; whose sacred 
proclaimed on Sihai-s mount, declares " Thou 
do no murder,"' and whose holy edict adds, ** He 
sheddeth man*s. blood, by man shall his blood 
ed!" 

ith this promulg&tcd sentence of the Almighty 
in his ears— with an .ever conscious sense of his 
guilt, and an accusing spirit, for ever torment- 
him— how dreadful I How filled with hor- 
are the hours of a murderer ! Life is loathsome 
imy yet he dreads to die ; his days arc days of. 
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agon>'i and his nights, nights only of horror 
flight ; his couch is a couch of restlessnessi 
pillow is filled with thorns ; he starts frot 
times, like Richard, fainting with terror, a 
rives momentary consolation, merely from it 
conception, that " it was but a dream" whicli 
bed him.— Liiie Macbeth, his vision is han 
the air-fcMm'd dagger, whilst the dagger 
science stabs deep in his breast, infiicting me 
•ny. Like Macbeth too, he may exclaim, ' 
1. have murder'd sleep 1" and turn in utter de 
pray for mercy, vrhieh he knows not how to 
cate. The spectre of the murdered being 1 
fere him-^betwixt heaven and him, congeali 
with fears, and palsyiag the arm which wooli 
wise grasp the sdletto at the head of his bed, 
not the former rendered nen-eless, and the Is 
noxious to the gliding phantom. 

I find I, am trespas&ing too much upon yoi 
without having expired- to you, either ihe 
nalily wherewith the piisoner is charged, or 
appUc^e to the present enquiry. You xnui 
ever excuse me, for on this occasion my feeli 
acute, and tax emotions are unutterable .—Co 
sensations of mr soul be depicted in my counl 

• ,1Uu£rfg tc the cvTem :ke pfitomr had of 
a da^g^ at Mr ifsd of hir ltd. 
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•r exprcAsod bj my tongiiey thef should conrmce jott 
kaw deeply I feel impressed, that I now address ybn 
by' the direction of a provideQce> holy and divincf 
in the cause of humanitf^ supported by justice and 
>irtue, endeavoring to bring to condign punishmenti 
.a wretch, guilty of the blacked crimes. 

Without Airther digressioni I will now proceed in- 
the discharge of my ofHcial duty, and define to you 
the ftevei*al kinds and degrees of homicide, as consi* 
itred in the law— then cite thi) law authorities, perti* 
Dent to the prtsent trial — produce and examine the 
witnesses on behalf of the Crown— apply the testi* 
tnonjr and law to the oficnce, and conclude with a few 
observations which I trust will be applicable to the* 
case. 

In order, however, that you may be enabled to per- 
ceive the testimony of those authorities which I am 
prepared to quote, it may not be unnecessary, that I 
should previously state to you whatAre tbe facts which, 
I feel warranted to assert, will be testified to you. You 
will hear, Gentlemen, fiom unimpeachable, witnesses, 
that Prosper died by Ucksj confinement and starvation, 
by order, and in tl;e presence of, the prisoner at the 
bar : and that this cruel punishment was inflicted for a 
mango, which dropped oiF a tree, worth at most, one 
shilling, but which, he said Prosper should pay the 
exhorhitant price of six shillhigs for, or be flogged. 
Unable to conoply with the whole 9f this unjust de« 
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'understood in the manner it is in common parlance 
or conception ; it is not to be conceived a settled ran- 
cour of mind which has been concealed in the breast 
of him v/ho kills, and upon opportunity presenting, 
is fatally exercised — No, Gentlemen, that is not the 
construction which you arc bound by your oaths to 
put upon the word " maUce,** and that my dictum may 
not be a rule for your decision. I v/ill now read to 
•you part of a case in which you will find the true lo- 
f^al signification ef malice fully expressed. (Here 
Mr. Lisle quoted Sir John Kelyng's llcports, " Re- 
gina -y*. Maugridge," pages 126, 127 and 128. 

'< Some have been led into mistake by not well 
conwdcring what the passion of malice is ; they have 
construed it to be a rancour of mind, lodged in the 
person killing, for some considerable time before the 
commission of the fact ; which is a mistake, arising 
from the not w^ell distinguishing between hatred and 
malice. Envy, hatred and malice are three distinct 
passions of the mind.— 

" Ur.F.nvy, properly is a repining or being grieved, 
at the happiness and prosperity of another, ' invidus 
alteriuH rtbus macrcscit c/iimis.' 

** 2nc!, Hutrcd, which is odiitm^ is, as Tully suith, ira 
inveUrafa, a rancour fixed and settled in the mind a" 
one towards another, whicli admits of several degrees. 
It mpy anivc to so high a dcg^rcc, and may carry a 
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ir.an so far as to x^ish the hurl of himj thou^jii 
jicrpetrate it himself. 

" :ird, Mdice is a design formed of doing mi 
to another, cum quis data oficra male at^itj he tl 
signs and iiscth the means to do iil is malicic 
Jmt^ 42. Odhan sij.^nii:es katrcd ; Atla^ muiic 
cause it is eag'.r, sliurp and ciuel, he that doth : 
act voluntarily, doih it of malice prepensed, 3 In 
By the statuie of 5 Hen, 4, if any one out of 
.prepensed, shall cut out the tongue, or put c 
eyes of another, he shall incur the pain of felc 
one doth such a mischief on a sudden, that is 
prepensed; for, saith my Lord Coke, if it be v^ 
rily, the law will imply malice 

*• Therefore when a man shall, without any 
cation, stab another with a dagger, or knock \ 
brains \\i\X\ a bottle, this is express malice, 
designedly and purposely did him the mischief 
is such an act that is malicious in the nature of 
itself, if found by a jury, though it be sudden, j 
words ex maiitia firacogitata^ are not in the vei 
Cro. Charles 131. Hallo way's case, who was wo 
of Austcrly Park ; a boy came there to cut 
whom by chance he espying, and the boy heir 
a tree, he immediately calls to him to detccnd 
the boy obeying, Halloway tied him to an Hon 
with a cord that the bov had, then cnve him twc 
the Horse runaway an'l liake the bov's si 



^irhercbf he died. This was ruled to be murder by all 

the Justices and Barons^ except Justice Hutton, who 

«Dljr doubted thereof; and that was a stronger case 

tlum duS| for there was some kind of provocation in 

the bo7, who was stealing the wood in the Park, of 

which Halloway had the care ; and it cannot be reason- 

idbly thought that he designed more than the chasUse^ 

ment of the boy, and the horse rimning away in that 

nanneri was a surprise to Halloway ; yet in regard 

the boy did not resist him, his tjrimg him to the horse* 

. tally waa an act of cruelty, the event whereof proving 

so fttal) it was adjudged to be malice prepensed, 

though of a sudden, and in the neat ot passion. This 

case is reported in Jonea 198. Pal. 585, and there 

held} that the Court could determine it to be malice 

prepenaed upon the special matter found. Crotn/iton 

* SS« Two plajdng at Tables &il out in their game : 

f <Xle upon a sudden kills the other vnth a dagger ; this 

. %M held to be murder by Bromley at Chester Assizes^ 

>7 £liz. so in this case, if the bottle had killed Mr. 

.Cope before he had returned the bottle upon Mau- 

fridges tkat wotM have been murder without all man*' 

mgr ^ doubt:* 

The (h)Ctrine respecting malice, I will also quote 
Cram a very highly respected modem authority ; 
^AutUfileaa rf the Crovm^ Ut Vol. Fol. 224. 

You hare heard, Gentlemen, the legal definition of 
Malice^ audi if you receive the testimony, I have assu* 

G 
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red you will be given, I am certain yem will feci 
satisfied that if malice did not constitute the crime of 
murder in the killing of Prosper by the prisoneri k; 
never could have been an ingre^ent in any offeo^pt 
heretofore committed ; and that those who have Idtk 
erto been convicted of, and executed for murdeft 
must have been illegally sacrificed at the shrine Oi 
justice. 

You will have np doubt, I am sure, Gentlemeni 
that the killing of PjBosper was murder ; your senselj 
your feelings, your consciences, will tell you so ; fijj 
at tiie horrid occurrenceji set forth in the indictiiicfli|| 

your very ^natures revolt. What but malice indued 

ii 

that monster in cruelty to, coolly, lay down his mnf 
rable slave, and cart-whip him for upwards of an liM| 
at the works \ What but malice, diabolical mi 
could instigatie him, after the poor, helplessy fori 
creature was lacerated till his flesh hmig in 
upon him, to order him up to the house on die 
and there again, after having lashed him to a 
a second time, to beat, cut, wound and torment 
victim of his cruelty, until nature was exhausted, 
his head fell down backwards, and he was no 1< 
able to bawl \ What but malice induced him to 
fine, chain, famish and persecute even unto death ttt 
friendless African \ Turn humanity, turn from t6 
melancholy, dreadful spectacle, for 'tis one thou cantf 
not bear ta contemplate ; turn from that fiital spoli 
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dern Golgoiha,* for every breeze that passes 
kded with the groans of dying Africans, and 
icho from yonder mountain, reverberates no- 
ut murder I turn and view the monster who 
[>etrated those barbarous deeds, and execrate 
dties, whilst justice awaking from her slum- 
dl decide his fate. 

lemen, that many, very many severe woftndHr 
oiand of the prisoner at the bar, were given ta 
' by a cart-whip, and that those wounds occa- 
lis death, will be undeniably proved ; and I ap- 

that, by way of defence, two observations will 
B to you— That Prosper neglected the care of 
ounds, or he would not ha^ve died, and that u 
has a right, by law, to correct his slave or ser- 
lo hy ill conduct deserves correction, 
lemen, in the first place, I declare the law to- 

; if a man with malice aforethought, wQunds 
, who neglects his wounds, and consiequently 
jiin a year and a day, it is nevertheless murder 
who itiilicted those wounds, for if the wounds 
er been given, the man would not have died 
lectin g the cure of them ; and on this point 

your attention to Kdyng^ fol. 26 and 1 Hule 



biting to the firUoner*s ettatfy in full view cf 
iker. 
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. la addition to tlie doctrine established on th 
by the' law, I roust here, Gentleinen, remark 
that in the first place, howeiwr indefatigable poc 
per might have, been- in curing liis wounds^ tl 
ishment he had received was so. severe, that ti 
not given to heal them, for he died within al: 
days after the reception of his barbarous b< 
Besides, Gentlemen, who can suppose that 
miserable being, beaten until he fainted, la 
until he could not stand, then chained and a 

• 

nis wounds daily mortifying, and at last so co 
that the creepers or worms were visibly crawlin 
fiesh, could in any wise aid or assist himself f 
was the physician he could apply to for salves an 
ic I Where were the means of procuring and pa; 
medicines ? Alas ! not within the reach of Pi 
NoW) Gentlemen, let us contrast the argument 
not the duty of the prisoner who had inflicte 
wounds, to heal them ? Was it not his duty to s 
a physician» or procure medicines, &c. for the : 
ble dying Prosper ? But did he so ? No, < 
men, you will find he did not ; his malice, his 
leal spirit was not yet sated ; his danined d 
cruelty, Ipis woeful tragedy, his scenes of murd 
not yet fully acted, this catastrophe was to I 
pletcd, and the death of Prosper ensued to finis 
Prosper died— Prosper was murdered— murd< 
the man} to promote whose iaterestsi the stre 
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hii youth was cxhauatcd ; to till whose fields, his la- 
bors early and late had been devoted. Yes, by this man, 
by his own muster, by him who ought to have protected 
him, soothed him, encouraged him and kindly support- 
ed him, was Prosper murdered ; and notwithstanding 
the heinousness of the offence, the magnitude of the 
guilt, when the prisoner was brought up a few days 
lince, under a writ of Habeas CorpuS| it wjis not only 
asserted to be an offence bailable at law, but it was ub- 
. idutely asserted — blubh humanity — blush justice, to 
, hear it—- it was boldly asserted, that a negro, bc- 
; log property, "i7 was no greater offence in iivj for 
ikU owner to kill him, than it would be to kill hia dogJ* 
). My God ! Are we patiently to hear such a decla- 
?ration ? Is this or any other community silently to 
J^ermil it to be made, and not express its indignation ? 
jTorbid it heaven — fotbivi it God Almighty : for if 
Jre one instant even tacitly acquiesced we could cx- 
t>ect notliing short of the vengeance of heaven to 
l^vertakc us, and the ju J;;ments of an oiTcnded Deity, 
^ith plague, pestilence and famine to be our meiited 
^oni^hmcnts. 

That a parent lus a rigl»t to coriect his child ; a 
|kchool-mastcr his scholar, and a master his servant. 
Is Oct, Gentlemen of the jury, to be questioned ; they 
tach, and every one of them, undoubtedly may do so ; 
but the law has very wisely dec ced that the correction 
mhali be indicted with moderaiion^ and with an instru- 

C 2 
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Mient) not in any wise unsuitable to the purpose. For 
should a master presunw to correct Ms senrantf Cor 
instance widi acudgeli and by a blow kill hinific 
would most clearly be murder ; it was decided to be 
murder in Grey's case^ wheie the master struck Us 
apprentice with a bar of iron, of which Uow.tlie ap- 
prentice died ; for if a &thery master^ or school-mai* 
ter will correct his childi servant or scholary he muit 
do it with such things as are Jit for correction^ and 
not with such instruments as may even firobabty kill 
them, Kelyng^ 64 and 65. 

The law abo hath determined that if a parent^ master 
or school'master correct with an instrument, not unsui* 
table or improper, but do inflict witb such instrulneiit 
immoderate correction^ evidently to that degree vheret^ 
the cMldy eervant or scholar dieth^ that this ia also 
murder; for instance, an horse-whip is a usual instru« 
ment wherewith a master might be supposed reasoo'- 
ably to coiTect his servant, but if the master should 
for a great length of time (say at least one hour) se* 
verely chastise his servant with a horse-whip, inflicting 
many cuts and wounds, whereof the servant should 
die, this being evidently immoderate correction in iu 
meaeure^ would imply malice in the master^ and con- 
stitute ihe ofTencc murder. 

As to the measure of coircctioni I quote 1ft 
Halfi 454,. 

So if a person in gaol die by reason of duress and 
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iMrd usage in gaoler, it is murder. 1st Hale 4fd» 

Rex V9. HugginS) 2d Strange 883. So if a mtuter 
hj premeditated negligence or harrii usage, cause the 
death of his apprentice, it is murder. Selfs case, ist 
IseacA^ fol. 163. 

The cruel correction, Gentlemen, the infernal pun* 
iahment inflicted by the prisoner on his helpless slave* 
was, in the first instance, toi the greateet extremity 
immoderate, but even then he was not satisfied, but 
had him lashed to a tree, and fresh wounds inflicted 
on those already received, until his victim lost evea 
the power of speech. 

I will not, Gentlemen, insult either your under-^ 
standings or feelings by even asking you whether thia 
can be called moderate correction ; for I can call it 
nothing lers, myself, than diabolical cruelty, imposed 
by a satanical nxaster. It may perhaps be said, that 
as no blow was given, and no wound inflicted by Mr. 
Hodge himself, but by his driver only, that the pris- 
oner cannot be convicted. It matters not. Gentlemen, 
whether the prisoner gave a blow, or inflicted a wound 
or not, he was present, not only aiding and abetting, 
but commanding, and of course, compelling his sl^e 
(a driver) to inflict those wounds, in consequence of 
which, the wretched, mangled Prosper died. Had 
he not compelled his driver thus to use the de« 
testable cart-whip, I will venture to say, that what the 
f risoner never knew or felt> viz, compassioui would 
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have so sensibly effected the sable brea&t of the dii- 
ver, that he would not have raised his arm ag^idnst 
his miserable companion in bondage ; but his master 
was present"— a master, to whose savage ear he dared 
not make any appeal, to whom he dared not offer any 
petition for mercy, and by whom all his humane in- 
tercessions in behalf of Prosper, would have instantly 
been declared impudent and unpardonable offences ; 
the late of Prosper would, in such case, have also 
been the fate of the driver, for some other reluctant 
slave would have had the sad duty, of flogging him 
to death, to execute. 

. These, Gentlemeui are observations only, the truth 
of wliich are deducible from the reputation of the 
prisoner ; bat I cannot content myself with observa- 
tions merely, and therefoix, in asserting that all per* 
sons who are present aiding and assisting, are equally 
principals with him who gave the stroke, whereof the 
party died ; among many authorities which I have 
at hand and could produce? I will only take up a mo- 
ment of your time in adverting to— U/ lUe 437-8. 
Plowd. Com, 98, rt atg. 9 Co. Reft. 6 b. Mickalfy'i 

Over and a1>ove the prisoner's having been pres- 
ent, aiding and assisting^, it will be proved to yoa that 
(as laid in the indictment) he commanded another 
(who remember was his, dependent slave, that dared 
not disobey even an illegal command at which he 



shuddered,) to inflict the mortal wounds whiclt ocg#« 
sioned thd^ decease of Prosper, " ^m facit fier aliumt 
Jacit fier *e,** 

Gentlemen, if any person should seduce by tempta-^ 
tlons, or intimidate by threats or command, or iti any 
vise instigate one man to kill another, the person so 
seducing, tempting, or intimidating the person to per* 
petrate the crime, would, though absent when the kil- 
ling took place, be unquestionably guilty of murder* 
" So if A puts a sword into the haiids of a madman^ 
and bids him kill B with it, and then A goeth away 
and the madman kill B with the sword as A comman- 
ded himj this is murder in A| though absent, and h^^ 
i& principal." 1st Pufftndwrf, Lex Naturae fbl. W 
and 53. /rr/y»^.fol. 53. 1st ^a/r 435. etseq. Ist 

m 

The cart-whip, the ever to be detested cart-whip, by 
iko lashes of which Prosper died, was, Gentlemen 4f 
the jury, in the hands of the driver, and the wounds 
were inflicted by command of the prisoner, who was al« 
so present ; is he Jiot then a murderer ? Is he not 
a deliberate murderer ? A murderer, killing his de- 
fenceless slave, who could not exercise, even if atHber- 
ty, the rights of self defence, and who could nei^er re- 
list nor iiiie from that savage monster, his barbarous 
unfeeling, unrelenting master— I once more cmpibati* 
cally ask, is this not murder ? 
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God forbid a jury should be found lo any coaniry 
\rbo by a verdict should say it was not* 

Gentlemen, is it true that '^ a man is guilty of no 
greater offence in killing his negro, than he would be 
in killing his dog V* Not one of you who heard the< 
declaration, but felt indignant at the assertion. E^en 
the long exploded disgrace to British liberty, the to- 
cient state of villeinage, to which VVest-Ipdia sUxef 
ry seems more nearly allied than any other condi*. 
tion or bondage I can compare it to : even villeinagei* 
which gave to the Lord of manors, a property in their- 
villeins, so that they could not leave their service. 
without permission, but if they ran awayi or were 
purloined, might be claimed and recovered l^ action, 
like beasts or other chattels. Even villeinage which, 
gave the Lord, not only a pi operty in the villeins but. 
in every thing he could acquire, and a perfect con- 
troul over his person, nay, which even permitted him 
to beat Li3 viilein with impunity, was nevertheless. 
bo regulated, so restrained by law, that the persons 
of villeins, were protected against any atrocious in- 
juries of the Lord ; for the Lord could neither «mifM. 
nor Ml his villeins, but was obliged to call in the as* 
si:itance of the law, whenever it became necessary to 
inflict CQfiital punishment. . 

I will here quote 2d Blackatonc 92 to 95. 
Gentlemen, I would not live in, but hatlen to quit 
any, nay, even this my native country, where} if only 



83 

For a day, the philanthropic principles of the British 
law, were cither disavowed or disregarded ; but in 
this country, this has never been the case : and be- 
fore the passing of the meliorating act, the 21st 
clause of which declares as follows. ■ (XXI. " And 
be it further enacted by the authority afore- 
said, that every white or free coloured person» 
charged with the murder or maiming of any slave, 
whether such slave belong to such person or not, 
shall be tried and punished for such murder or maim- 
ing* in the same manner, without any sort of distinc- 
tion or privilege, as if he, or she, were charged with 
the murder, or msdming of any white, or free person 
i^hatever ; provided* nevertheless, ihat if he, or she, 
shaN be convicted, such conviction shall not extend 
to, or occasion any corruption of blood, or forfeit- . 
ure of lands, or tenements, goods or chattels.**)- 
the tommoh law, would, being to all intents and 

purposes in force here, have been quite sufficient to 

* 

arraign, try, convict and execute any one, and every 
one accused and not acquitted of the crime of mur- 
dering, as well asTave as free person. 

Upon tlie Common Law of England, persons luiTe 
In this country been indicted, not only for larceny, 
^Qrglary and other offences, but for iiiurder, and in 
^e instance, which must be within ifie recollection 
^f several of the honourable members of this Court ; a 
blaster, that it an owner, was in this Island indicted 
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and tried for the murder of his slave. In the 
tent indictmenty Gentlemen, there are two co 
one upon the comm<m law, and the other upoi 
statute, that is, the act commonly called the ** m 
ating act.'* You may agreeably to law* if yoo si 
be satisfied beyond every reasonable doubtr od 
;S;uilt of the prisoner, find him guilty, either gpn 
ly upon the indictment, or upon either of tfaue cc 
contained therein. 

Gentlemen, altheugh there is a day, oertuO] 
in the indictment, upon which the prisener is sa 
have murdered his slave, Prosper, yet you are a 
suppose the counsel for the crown, are under tht 
cessity of proving that the murder was actually < 
jnitted upon the day which is mentioned in the 
dictment, ^^ for in all cases, the day l»d in an is 
ment, or appeal, is not material upon evidence, 
the prisoner may be convicted upon proof of 
fact at any other dme, whether before or after thi 
laid, so that it be before the time when the indicts 
or lyipeal, was preferred. Macnally's Rules of 
dence, fo). 496* id^HawJdns^ P. C. ea» 46. Ist 
f. C. foh 344. 

I have mentioned this point, and have producai 
authorities, not because I imagine the learned c 
ael for the prisoner vrill assert, or endeavor to i 
tain such a fidse positiooy but because I know 
beyond the precincts of this court, it has net 
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taten said) but posidvely asserted, that it was abso'^ 
tut6ly neceafsary to the support of the indictment that 
itkt iirat*der should be proved to hiave been perpetrated 
onthi^ very day laid in the ihdi'ctnient, and that if such 
proof wasnot aflbrded, the prisoner must be actjuitled. 
• In ordeT) GentleTnen, to prejudice the minds of 
thosC) who from the community at large, might com- 
pose a jury of trial on this occasion, und to influence 
them in favor of the prisoner, it has beenindustrious- 
^ and generally circulated by one or two, his frierds 
nd adherents, that this prosecudon is altogether the 
i^ult of a conspiracy. If it is, Gentlemncn, it is the 
neault of a conspiracy heretofore unsuspected, here- 
tofore unknown, and unprecedented in our litde in- 
Kl^ated government ; permit me to ask each and all' 
>f you^ who have so long enjoyed the privileges and 
iQceived the protecdcm afforded by the laws of this 
vountry : permit me I ^ay, to ask you as honevt and 
dctuous men, whether either of you have ever known 
i^ conspiracy to take away the life of any iedivi-' 
Snal? or whether you have ever apprehended, or 
iriiether you do now apprehend any such base, such' 
liorrid conspiracy to have existed, or now to be 
bi existence^ against you or any other person whom* 
Ipever? No, GenUemeni although one individual 
UnMmg U8> may have committe4 the most savage cm- 
^tieS| the most notorious acts, and the foulest mur- 
fci- whojw character rumour has long stigmidscti 

H 
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and blasted) and who now is arraigned at this bari oa 
trial for homicide— yet thanks be to heaven^ he> alonci 
is the only one among us, who would even be sus- 
pected of guilt enough to take away the life of lui 
fellow creature. This| Gentlemen, is the last resort 
to detraction) to low cunning, and mean artifice^ 
which that man, the piisoner at the l^ar, (who has of- 
ten boasted that he had a head to plan, and an arm tB 
execute,) will ever practice. 

Who, Gentlemen, are intended to be represented 
as conspirators ? Who are the characters thus vilified 
and slandered ? Need I tell you ? Who but your ma- 
gistrates, who issued their warrant to apprehend 
this man of blood ? to apprehend him, charged under 
oath, with the crime, not of one, but many murderii 
Who else are included in the accusation and anatbe' 
ma of the prisoner, and his very few friends? Wkl 
but your representatives ? The Commons House d\ 
Assembly of the Virgin-Islands ! ! The men il 
whom you have placed, and still place the gi 
confidence— the men on whom you have the firmest) 
liance— the men to whom you have delegated 
most essential power»r?-the men whose duty it b 
only to make laws^ but to support thems and 
province, and pride it is, to protect the rights 
privileges of you, the^ constituents^ tmimpured 
undiminished. 

T|ie Honorable members of His Majesty's 
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t^ members of this conspiracy) and ^vhy? trul^^ 
i3c the counsel and assembly of the Virgin-Isl- 
hearing of the accusations against the prisoner, 
laving had before them the several depositions 
ining the sad recital, the horror*bearing lestimo** 

his murders, in order to wipe away the stain of 
, the ignominy of guilt from our land, by bring- 
) justice this greatest of malefactors, resolved 
a prosecution should be carried on against him, 
xpence of which should be paid out of the pub* 
reasury, and on his absconding, on his fleeing 

justice, the president himself became a conspU 
t by issuing a proclamation, offering one hun* 
Johanneses for his apprehension, and forbidding 
arsons to sustain, harbour or secrete him. 
lese gentlemen, axe the conspirators — your ma- 
&tes, your representatives^ the members of thd 
cil and the president himself. I too am omt of 
1, and feel extremely honoured by being ranked 
ig such a respectable, such an honourable assem- 
c»f gentlemen, villainously called conspirators : 
Mrticularly so, because if this be a conspiracy, 
>re8 itself to be the conspiracy of virtue against 
The judges now convened, the grand jury,' 
you, gentlemen of the jury, (whom I now ad« 
(,) upon the same principle, must all have be- 
5 conspirators ; but I should think it neither won- 
il nor Ktrangc, had I heard a criminal going 
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to Tyburn declai e> that the magibtrates wb< 
their warrants lo apprehend him, that the offi 
seized and secured him, that the justice who < 
ted him, that the grand jury who returned k 
against him, that the petit jury who convict 
that the counbel who argued against him, t 
judge who sentenced him, and the executi< 
pointed to carry that sentence into effect, were 
spirators about to take away his life. 

He might rail, he might attempt to dec< 
Tulgar auditory, but neither his rhetoric, nc 
would ought avail to rob the gallows of its 

Gentlemefi, the magistrates of this, or an 
country, who received information of the c 
sion of an offence, and did not use every : 
bring the offender to justice, would not cnly 
rehensible, but justly merit the indignation 
public, nay the public execration for, to i 
least, their supineness of conduct. Among tl 
lans, he who did not reprove a person who c 
in his presence, was punished as a par 
the crime. 

GatOf exhorting the magistrates to put t 
into execution against offenders, told them tl 
who were able to restrain? or punish wicked 
and yet negiected this power, did plainly assei 
contribute to their enormities. As to the «i/e 
UiasimtUation of magiiirarts, Plato hath giver 
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crimes their due censure : for the second enemy 
to a j«tate (says he) is the man) \yho, though he be 
not atrictly a partner in vUlainf} (speaking of treasoui) 
)Ret while ,iie enjoys high offices in the common- 
wealthy doth not observe the crimey and if he does 
observe itf but of a timorous baseness neglects to 
saccour and deliver the country. You may hftve 
l«^d the story of Schedasius* daughter in Plutarch. 
Amator«-^Grror2M» ad prov. xxix. 24. 

He that knows the thief, and doih noty when re- 
quired upon oath before a magistrate, discover him, 
lain guilt equal to him. Levit. v. I. 

That the magistrates of this country, Gentlemen, 
hare been indefatigable in bringing iKe prisoner to 
ifial, is certainly true, and that the exertions they 
have used to do so, redound greatly to their credit, is 
^ually true. 

The prisoner is now on trial, and you arc Uie per- 
sons to pronounce him innocent or guilty— >you are a 
^ry, I may truly say of his own selection, and in 
^hom not only himself, but the Crown, may safely 
^ace every confidence. 

p- if he is innocent, he ought to rejoice that he is 
^rought to trial ; for no man afler the accusations 
pude against him, which were alledged agair.st the 
prisoner, could wish, if not culpable, to live with a 
^iiaritcter fer ever ruined, with a reputation stained 
^ilh blood) and in the minds of all who know him^ 
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due course of law been indictedf has pleaded, 
now on trial. 

You have been sworn. Gentlemen : and und 
sacred oblig^ations of the oath you have aeverai 
kent 70U are to try the issue, the awful issue : 1 
the all important issue of life or tleath. Like I 
sisy you hold the thread of existence-~and fute h 
delegates to you her powers. Your word as a 
so far as is relevant to the present trial, either rt 
aman to society, and purifies him from g^It, or^ 
him and l^s memory with indelible disgrace ani 
my, by consigning him to an ig^nominious end, 
only retribntion offended justice can receive for vi 
laws-x-for murder /'— for the worst of murdert 
murder of an helpless slave, who dared not, cou 
' even assert or maintain the natural right of sc 
fence, nor flee from the Lash of the de&th-infiictinj 
whip ; the sound of which^ even here, in this 1 
temple of justice, in &ncy, reaches my ears. 

Suffer not, however, the glow of my feeling 
she warmth which they give to my expressio 
any wise to mislead your judgments ; hear th 
timony with patience, and acquit the prisoner! 
can. 

Gentlemen, your doty, though awfully impc 
and truly painful, is nevertheless plain. You ft 
be governed by the testimony, and guided by Ui 
in forming your verdicts 
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You arc not to be influehced by a tnistsiken, false 
conception of feelings, nor seduced from your duty 
by insidious appeals to your compassion. 

The laws of your country, the laws of your God, 
are allcdgcd to liavc been violated to the utmost ex- 
tent, and you aie (o decide whether they have becR 
so violated or not ; with mercy you have nothing to 
do in forming your verdict, for as I before obsei'ved 
to you, it is the attribute of a higher authority. He- 
member your oaths, your duty to your country, your 
Kingi and your God, and be governed by this highly 
important truth, that, for the verdict you shall this 
day give, you are not only accountable on earthi but 
will hereafter be held responsible, when (as ere long 
must be the case) you shall severally appear before 
the judgment seat of Jehovah, there to answer for 
the " decd9 done in the body** 
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PERREEN GEORGES, 
A free woman of colour, sworn upon the *^ vviN 

direr 

Examined by Mr. Mutgrave, 

Que%ti(m, Have yeu had any promise of reward 
from the persons, who went out to take your depo- 
sition ? 

jinawer, I had not. I was taken by the Magistrates 
and only awom to tell the truth* 

Q. Were you ever persuaded to give testimony in 
this business ? 

Ji> Never. I have never been persuaded to come 
forward, nor has any body ever held out any tempta- 
tion, or inducement to me. 

Mv, Lisle — If it is the intention of the prisoner's 
counsel to accuse the magistrates oi tampering with 
the witness, let them be impeached. 

Mr. Long — to the Court. 

If the counsel for the prisoner arc stopped in this 
way, on a supposition, that it was their intention to 
criminate the magistrates, which was not the case — 
If I have not the opportunity of acting as my judg- 
ment leads me for my client, I must abandon him. 
This has been done in other tiials, and the judge 
who did it is justly execrated. All I ask is toba 
heard in reason— my learned friend can oppose i 
if I am heard, and at large, I shall no$ complain. 
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Exaiubied in chief by Mr. Soiiciior Gener§i* 

Q, Do you luiow the prisoner at the bar ? 

jf, I do. 

Q. Did you know a negro man slave, named Pros* 
fevy his property ? 

^. I know he owned a slave named Prosper* 

Q, Is he dead ? 

«^. He IS. 

Q» Do you know what occasioned his death ? 

•f. He died by licks, confinement and starvation. 

Q, By whose order was this done ? 

-/f. By order of Mr. Hodge— he was present. 

Q. Was you present when those licks were in- 
flicted? ^ . 

•f* I was present when he was laid down and 

Bogged for a mango which dropped off a tree , and 
which Mr. Hodge said he should pay six shillings for 
•-«4ie had not tlie money, and came to borrow it of me ; 
r had no more than three shillings— he ssdd to his mas* 
^er he had no more money ; his master said he would 
Kog him if he did not bring it-— he was laid down and 
held by four negroes on his face and belly, and ik)gged 
^hh a cart-whip— he was under tlie lash better than 
■d hour ; he then got up, and was carried up to the 
bttU after— and his master said he should be flogged 
ftgab, if he did not bring the other 3 «.— he waa 
tied to a tree the next day, and the flogging was re- 
E^ted : he was then licked so long that his head fell 
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back, And could not bawl out any longer. I supposed 
he was fcdnt. I then went from the windowy as I 
could not bear to see any more of it. 

Q. Did Mr. Hodge call this kind of punishment 
by any particular name ? 

^. He did— he called it short quarters. 

Q, What do you mean by short quarters ? 

wf. The whip is half tied up^ and half let out. 

Q. What was done with him after the second flog* 
ging ? 

^. He was carried to ^thje sick-house and put in 
irons. 

Q. Was he flogged afterwards ? 

ji, I did not see him flogged again. 

Q. How Jong after did he die ? 

'^. In about a week. 

Q. Was he in irons all the time ? 

ji. He was in chains with two other men for fiw 
days^ — they broke away, but he was so weak he couM 
not go far. 

(?. Where did he go to ? 
wf . From the sick-house to his own house. 
Q. Was he still in chains ? 
jf. The other negroes loosed his chains. 
Q. Was the prisoner told of the negroes gettiig 
away ? 

Wit 

•^. He was. I 

Q. By whom ? 
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vf. By the driver. 

Q. Was he inlgrinccl about Prosper ? 

jf. I do not know. 

Q. Can you state how long it was, after the second 
flogging^, that he died ? 

j^. It was not quite two weeks, it happened a little 
befoL*c Mrs. Hodge died. 

Q. What was the cause of Prosper's death ? 

«<f. He did by licking, confinement and starvation- 
lie had no black skin upon him, he was all cut to 

rags. 

Q, The whole body ? 

.'Z. The back part of him-^at tl>e time he died 
crawlers were in him. 

Q. Was he attended by a doctor ? 

jf. No doctor saw him. 

Q. Did any doctor attend the estate ? 

•4, Dr. West was the doctor of the estate, but I de 
toot know if he was called to Prosper ? 

Q. Where was he buried ? 

y^. Nearly on the spot he died, he was dragged to 
the door. 

Q. Is there a burying ground on the estate ? 

jf. There is. 
* 0. Do you know by whose order he was burred, and 
If in a coffin ? 

*-/. No person would take upon himself to do it with* 



out Mr. Hodge's orders ; he was not buried hi • 
coffin. 

Q. In what state was the body ? 

J, It was spoilt and oflFcnsivc, by which means f 
found it out. 

Q. State again how long after the second floggiif 
he died ? 

^. In less than a fortnight. • 

By the Jury, 

Q, Was you present during the whole of the tine 
of the last flogging ? 

ji. I was ; the first flogging waa at the workS|«id 
the second was on the hill. 

Observation by Mr. Long» 

Q. Then I presume that Mr. Hodge made it a pn^ 
tice to hav« you present, whenever he punished nfr- 
groes ? 

Mr. Lialc objected. 

Mr. Long shewed difference between cross exami- 
nation, and examining in chief. The conduct of Mr. 
Lisle was very, improper in his interfering withi 
question put to a witness ; instead of addressing die 
court, quoted Peake 197, after a witness is examined 
in chief, you are not instructed to any particulir 
mode of examination— if she would speak the truth 
there could be no harm, but if otherwise) and the n^ 
swer such as to enp^ble him by other witnesses to coR- 
trcifUct ker, and affect her testimony ; witnesses trill 
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variations on questions unprepared for, be caught 

►ping. 

!ross-exanuned by Mr. Long. 

>. Was you presctit on the first day I 

f. I was, it was at the works. 

}\ Was you present on the second duy \ 

f. I was, it was at the hill. 

). How came you to be at the bill ? 

f. I was washing at the bottom^ and brought up 

Bths to the hill. 

ly the Chief Justice, 

}. Was or was not ^fr. Hodge present when it be - 

I. 

f. He was at the beginning : he was present at 

h all the time. 

3y Mr. Lotig. 

i. What did you mean by saying he was at the bc- 

ining ? 

4, He was there from beginning to end. 

i. Do you understand the nature of an oath» of lim 

es of religion ? 

f« I understand religion .£o far thai I will tell the 

fh. 

}m How many lashcS do you trliink v/ere given'in 

hour? 
f^ Better than one hundred—Mr. Ilodge has fiog- 

for half an hour, for one hour and for two hours : 
tied and floeited them from breakfast till noon. 
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Q. Have you heard Mr. Hod|^e menlioa cloie-q 
ters ? 

•^. I have heard him mention short-quarters*. 

Q. Have you ev«r- heard Mr. Hodge^to othen i 
lion the same ? 

^. No. 

Q. Did you ever hear him mention it to his frici 

^. He did not do k to them. 

Q. How long before Mrs. Hodge's death.vrasi 
per flogged ? 

^. Abomt three or four months. 

Observation of Mr. Long. 

Mrs. Hodge died in October 1808, Prosper was i 
1^ on the hill near the dwelling house} and it in 
severe you could not bear to see it. 

Q. Did you stay there after this happened ? 

^, I remained working for Mrs. Hodge. 

Q. Did you ever mention it to any one ? 

•^. I dared not. 

Q, How long did you live there ? 

.^.. Until Mr*. Hodge died, and three or fourw< 
after. 

15y the Court, 

Q^ Were any persons besides the family there v 

ihia happened ? 

J, Nobody besides Mrs. Hodge and the childre 
^ Was not Mrs. Collins, now Mr* Rawl 

there ? 
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A. She was not there tliat day. 

Vkj Mr. Lfing, 

9^ Did you ever mention Mr. Hodge*B cruelty to- 

any one ? 

A, I mentioned it to slaves. 

i^ Did you not men (ion it in (own ? 

A, Not particularly in town any more than any 
nrhere else. 

Q;, Did you or did you not mention it in town ? 

A, I did mention it .in town. 

9a Did you never mention it to any free person \ 

A. I cannot recollect that I ever did. 

^ Where was Prosper buried ? 

A^ At the back door of his house. 

i^ Was tlierc not a negro on the estate named 
Scinda ? 

A, There was. 

^ Was that negro runaway ? 

A, I don*t know. 

^ Were you not well disposed towards Mr. 
Elodge \ 

A, I could not like a man so cruel as Mr. Hodge. 

^. Did he not treat you well ? 

A, lie wa3 always very kind to mc^ but very crurl 
to his slaves. 

^ Have you always said so \ 

A, I have. 

i^. Who did you ever speak to iii tins manner ? 
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A. I can*t recollect tliat I ever said it to .any i 
ferson. 

^ Where was Prosper taken after he was floggi 

A. He was carried to the sick-house. 

Observation by Mr. Lwig, 

Now as. Mrs. Hodge died in October 1608, i 
Prosper die.d three oi: four months, before^ hed 
about July 180a. 

Sij Did Qot Dr. West attend the sick-house ? 

A, I never saw him attend nA>re than three | 
pie, and they were afflicted by the Lord. 

i^ Were there many, people at the sick*hpuse? 

A, There were, andatl cut up. 

^ Was tha smell of 'the sick-house offensive iii 

A, It was. 

^ Bid not the doctor visit the sick-house ? 

A, I do not know : the three people I mentio 
were at the old manager's house. 

i^ How is the. sick-house situated ? 

A, It is near the great house : people gcxng tl 
pass by it.^ 

^ Did not other people notice its being offensi 

A. Other people did not tell me il was ofTensivx 
f(iund it so myself; 

^. Do you know Stephen M^Keough ? 

A, I do. 

i^ Have you ever observed that the negroes ^ 
laceratedj when they camcfrom the field ? 
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d, I have— so mucli so that they stunk. 

^ Did Mr. M<K<ough make any observations t» 
f ott about it ? 

A^ No. 

^ Do you know the cause of Prosper's death I 

A. He died of the beating. 

^ Did it not occur- to you t!«it Mr. Hodge was 
|iiilty of a crime \ 

A. It did. 

^ Did not you think the law would punish him ? 

A. I did. 

^. Why did you not bring him forward ? 

A. I dared not— -Mr. Hodge would kill me dead. 
*^ Did you rem4in on the estate after Mrs. Hodge 
died ? 

A. I staid a little time. 

^ Were you permitted to see -Mrs. Hodge ? 

A. Mr. Hodge would not let me take my work in 
to her. 

^. What did you do with it ? 

A. I took it away with me. 

i^ You were there when Mrs. Hodge died, how 
long did you stay ader ? 

A, I was there when she died, and staid a week or 
two after. 

^ Was M^Kcough there when she died ? 
Ai: Yos. 
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^ Was M^Keough there when Prosper was ik)g» , 
ged ? 

J, I cannot say— he was not there when he dieO. 

^. Did you live on the estate ? 

J. I used ta do work for Mrs. Hodgo. I lived in 
town and went there occasionally. 

^ Was you there when Prosper died ? 

jf. No, but I saw him after he was dead. 

^. Was Mrs. Collins there ? 

ji. I cannot say. 

Mr. Solicitor General— Witness is speakinf; of -n 
occuiTencc that passed three or foiir years ago. 

Mr. Long— This renders it more diOicuIt to repd 
a charge of that distant date. 

By Mr. Long, 

^, Was you constantly on the estate ? 

j4, I did not always stay there, it was not my homers 
I would stay sometimes two weeks^ sometimes three 
davs, 

^ Was Mrs. Collins there ? 

J. I don*t know though I lodged in the white 
peoples' house. 

^ Did you know Margaret and £lse> and are thef 
nlive or dead ? 

jf. Yes, I was there when both died. 

Stopped by Mr. LUie. 

Mr. Long has asked questions which appear to haw 
a general tendency ; if it is the intention to treat thfr 
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generallfi the counsel for the crown would be 
to meet hiin^ but cautioned him how he pro« 

r. 

Long— »I am contented: I was only using the 

e allowed counsel 4n cross^xamination* 

y/Lr» Lrmg* 

WhzX was the matter with Margaret ? 

[ saw her scull almost s])Ut open. 

Was any thing the matter with Else ? 

She was confined in consequence of licks ^nd by- 

scalded with boiling w^ter. 

By whose order? 

By Mr. Hodge's order. 

Were you there when Margaret-died ? 

I was— she died in the sick-house on Christmas 

I heard Mr. Hodge say he would be the death 

irgaret and Elsey because they had tried to dc- 

his children. 

Whether did Margaret die before or after Mrs^ 

e's death f 

Before. 

Was Mrs. Collins there ? 

I do not know whether she was there or not ? 

Was Mrs. ArrindcU there ? 

She was. 

Did Mrs. Arrindel! see her ? 

Margaret could not he seen by any one, she was 

tup. 



106 

^ Was she in chains ? 

ji* When dying Mr. Hodge took her out of d 
and shackles and she died in the sick*house. 

^ Was she long sick ? 

ji. She was sick some time^ 

^ Did not Mrs. Arrindell know of Margi 
death ? 

^. She might have heard of her deathi but 
CQuld not see her^ as she could not be seen while 
(Mrs. A.) was there— Margaret's feet were shad 

^ Did M'Keough leave the place before you i 

A. He did—but I can't say how long% 

By Mr. LUle. 

^ Was not Margaret the cook ? 

A, She was. 

^ Was she not in the kitchen the day precec 
the night she died ? 

A. She was-— on Christmas day when she wm t 
out of the bick-housc. 

^ What was she doing there ?. 

A, She was chopping minced meat, 

^ Did you observe any thing particular about 

A, Ycs*-she looked stupid ; she sliewcd mc 
head : is; the back part of it you could have 
Uiree fingers. 

^ Did she tell you whom this was done by ? 

A, Siic said it was done by Mr. Hodge. 

% What happened afterwards ? 
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—her head was then dropping. I told her to go 

m thence^ she said <^ I can't go from here} as I am 

be confined to night/' 

^ Did Mr. Hodge ask you any question respecting 

irgaret ? 

i. He did— he sent to call me^ and asked me if 

tfgareC hud told me any thing ; I said to him that 

i was geitiiiq^ the fever. 

2, Why di<l you say so ? 

i. Because I feared he would lick the people who 

1 me-— he had already locked me -up once in the sick 

isef on account of money he owed me : he owes 

i money now, and I have been afraid to ask for it. 

^. Why were you afraid to ask for it ? 

i. On account of personal danger. I was afraid 

lay what Margaret told me^ and that she shewed 

f head. 

Vf r. Lisle appealed to the court, conceiving that he 

( at libei*ty to biin^ general testimony as to Mr. 

[Ige's cruel disposition. 

4r. Long claimed permission to re-examine on the 

slions put by Mr. Liale. 

Ij Mr. Lhle. 

^. What was the general treatment of Mr. Hodge 

lis slaves ? 

'Ir. Tyson— The point of examination for the pro- 

ution 13 to support particular facts ; the question 
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evidence allowed to be giyeo of general characi 
a charge of murder ? Would they attempt to 
ihat Mr. Hodgcf was guilty of twenty murders 
tiial for only one ? If it appears that we can 
false swearing with regard to Margaret and Eh 
jury will not credit the witness and our M] 
cro3S-questioning was to establish this false sw( 
and we are clearly able to support this assertioi 
shall affect her credit— indeed, invalidate her.te 
ny. Suppose a witness is so completely diille 
jrou cannot detect her on the case -immediately 
the court ; are we to be debarred endeavoui 
prove she has committed improper actSy even J 
er caseS) to answer this purpose. The object 
King's counsel is, to. blacken the character of t 
fortunate gentleman at the bar, and in the ei 
their failing in this prosecution, they would ti 
jury <* it is true he is not .guilty of this murdc 
you have it in evidence that he has committe 
ers, and you must consequently find him gi 

murder/' I submit that tho court cannot ] 
them to enter into such examination. 

Mr. Long quoted I Peake 7 and 8 " in proses 
you cannot enter into prisoner's character unl 
counsel question as to his character ; they 
right to attempt to discredit the witness. M 
334. 
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Mr* Solicitar General-^ We have pardcularly can* 
ined ottftelves in examining thig whnesft to the -char- 
ges laid in the indictment ; my learned fidends have 
ravelled out of it, by examining as to particular cru- 
ihlsa to particular objects; having laid in the indict* 
ttent that the prisoner at the bar, was a pei^on of a' 
vuelf malicious and diabolical disposition, we have a 
4ght to enter into it ^ it will not help out oiir indict- 
aient but as it regards Prosper, therefore the exami- 
lation we have entered into, is only to guard the wit- 
ness against the traps laid for her. 

If it is proved that Mr. Hodge was a sriint, it will 
BOt avail him, if he is proved to have murdered Pr«>s- 
fftt* His counsel were warned, and we have a» righti 
IF they open a door to enter it ; we don't mean to sup- 
fort our charge by shewing the general bad character 
K the prisoner, we only support the witness who, as 
fitf is unimpeached. 

The Chief Justice — It appears to me that it. would 
m time to support the witness when she is contradic- 

Id. 

' The Court gave leave to the King's Counsel to go 
Ik 

By mutual consent the jury retired to refresh. 

^ J ury returned. 

By Mr. Z/«/tf— to the witness (Perrccn Georges.) 

Q. What happened to Margaret after she nodded ? 

A. She was sitting down and appeared then to be dy- 

X 
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ing. She had a wound on the back of her head ; i 
fell on her face« was carried to the sick-liouse) a 
died that night $ I saw her coffin in the morning. 
By Mr. Long. 

Q. How did you know that she died that night \ 

A. Mr. Hodge told me. 

Q. Was she in irons ? 

A. She was taken out of chains that inoming}to| 
into the kitchen. 

By Mr. Liale, 

Q. Was ' it only for this day she was taken out 
chuinS} or at other times ? 

A.. I have seen her in chains in the field) and 
night in the sick-house, by way of confinement. 

By the Jury. 

Q. Was Prosper supplied with food or not, aft 
he was flogged ? 

A. I cannot say whether he was or not* 

Q. Where was Prosper's house ? 

A. A little below the dwelling house. 

By Mr. Long. 

Q. You saw creepers on Prosper's body ? 

A. Yes, 

Q. Did Mr. Hodge never give his negrocii fmy thk 
when they were confined ? 

A. I never knew him to da it while in a passio&i 
even after— I never saw it done. 
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* STEPHEN OT^KEOUGH, . 
« Sworn upon the " voire tUre,'* 
Examined by Mr. Tyson, 
2. Were fou not at Santa Crofx I 
i. I was. 

{. Were you not applied t^, to come over and give 
Jence on this ti ial ? 

K. Some persons^ came to mei but did not apply to 
to come over to give evidence* 
). Did you leave your employment without know* 
: what it was you came for ? "* 

i. I didk 

). Was you promised any other place ? 
K. I Vas not*-I had permission from my employ- 
to come over. 

Sworn in cbief^ examined in chief by Mr. Solicitor 
neral. 

). Do you know the prisoner at the*bar ^ 
\. I do. 

). Have you lived in his employ ^ 
K» I have. 

). Do you know all hb slaves, and particularly 
>sper. 

\. I know PrcJsper. 
J. Was Prosper ever car^whipped ? 
\. He was several times, and very severely, and 
:lose-quarters.-— He had one whipping so very se- 
e that I could put my finger in his side. 
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Q. Did you see him laid down I 
A. I did. * ' 

Q. Did you sec what you term close-quBrters ? 
A. I did not see the close qtiarterS) but I savtlM 
marks of them. 
Q. Was he put in confinemcmt aficr beh)g ftf 

A. He was. 

Q. Was he worked after this ? 

A. I saw him turned out to work^ he was thq 
capable. 

Q. How long hayc you Hred in the prisoner's eo 
ploy ? 

A. I lived t«Mt^ hyrr^ flyi>'nt% ♦'•n^A« • fhi^ \(ra9 iSk 

t time. 

<2* How came you to know that Pros^per was detdi 

A. Mr. Hod^c told me-*-I saw Prosper solno iif 
before he died, in a cruel state^ so bad| I c6Uld^ 
go near him for the blue illes. 

Q, Was you living with the prisoner then ? 

A. No ; but I used to go now and then^ when 
Hodge sent for irte*: I saw Prosper then at the 
about two or three weeks before his death» I 
Mr. Hodge knock him down with a rock-atone. 

Q. Where was Prosper then ? 

A. He was doing something about the wotka. 

Q. What was the cause of the priscmer't 
him down I 
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A. ft walT about ^ bull. 
Q. In vrfht sitaation was Proqier then ? 
^ A« He was underneath Mr. nodgey who took up 
It stone and kndcked him down ; when I saw him the 
1^ time 1 did not think he could live long. 
Q. Why did you think he could not live long ? 
A. I fiiought so from hunger^ watching in the cold, 
md confinement. 

Q. When you left the prisoner's employ^ was yo« 
replaced by aAy other person ? 
A. No. 

Q. Did tht- prisoner always treat Prosper with se- 
lerity ? 
A. He was not always cruel to this man ; he told 
e at one time that Prosper was a very good negro^ 
if he hsti not him, he should not know what to 
to- cart his Sugars. I thought he wi^ a very good 
; and I observed that he deserved the char- 
r he gave him-. 
C Q, By whose orders was the flogging inflicted ^ 
A. I do not suppose it could be, but by Mr. 
;odg€*s orders : if it had, Mr. Hodge would have 

d into it. 
Q- What kind of a negro was Prosper ^ 
A. A good looking strong negro. 
Q. What was the cause of Pt^sper's death ? 
"A. I believe the* laccrationto have been the cause. 
Mr. Long cited 1 Macnally 362 j in chief the vi^it* 
r K 2 
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ness must swear to fact of Ids knowledgCi and not beM 
Mr. Solicitor General proceeded : 
Q. Have you had afay conyersations with Mr. John 

r 

Skeltoii) junr. relating to the priscmer ? 

A. I did mention to him Mr. Hodge's treatment 
of his slaves, years ago, when I left' hk exn^y tbt 
first time, and when I went to Para^elo«Bay. t 
begged him npt to mention it again. 

Q. Why did you enjoiti secteqjr ? 

A. Because, I knew that if Mr. Hiodge knew tt9^ 
would not hesitate to take my life. 

Q. Why did you think so ? . 

A. I thought so by the manner he treated 
slavey. 

Q. Did any thing more pass with. Mt*. SkeUon I 

A* I told him to beware of Mr. Hodge. 

Q. Do you know any thing relative- to Mr. W( 
lace'% negroes I 

A. I went at one lime with Mr. Hodge, 
and he said if he met Mr. Wallaces or hb 
he would shoot them. 

Q. When did this happen ? 

A. On the second time of my/ living widi 
Hodge. 

Q. What induced yoiftto retuni'to. lum I 

A. I went back in order to get i^y pajr. 

Q. Did Mr. Hedge aay any thii^ to you 
t»^ Mr. Skelton ? 
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A. He told tnc if I k«pt t:ompaiiy with him, hr 
would discharge rae^ as he was an unsafe man. I 
told Mr. Skelton of it the tai«e ^ay, at dimicr, at tay 
house^ on Mr. Hodge's estate^ 

Q. Had Mr. Hodg^ a good gawg of ncgroea. when* 
you |rst went to live with Inrn I 

A. He had a fine gang. 

Q. How many^ negroes bad he then ? 

Mr. Tyson and Mr. Lon^ opposed. 

Mr. Solicitor General withdrew the question! 

Witness, (^MKeoush) cross-examined. 

By Mr. Ty$on. 

Q. Did you not go to St. Thomas ? 

A. I did in 1^09, from this place, iti November. 

Q. What wa& the cause of Mr» Hedge's discharg* 
ingyou.? 

A. Because I was not severe enough ; I told him 
that he prevented me, by !>eitig so severe himKelf» 
and if he allowed the overseer, drivcr> and himself) to 
punish, he- would not have a negro left. 

Q. What did the prisoner say ? ' 

A. He said that if the wotlc was not done to his 
will, he was satisfied. so he heard tlie v.hip chick; 
his great pleasure was in cruelty. 

Q. How; long did you live with Mr. Hodge the 
first time ? 

A. Six months, in 1805« 

Q. Were not the keysj at times^in dangcri in con-- 
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sequence of your being drunk ? Did not you loose 
your hat and shoes ? 

A. I do not know or recollect that to be the case. 

Q. Did 'not Mr. Hodge take the keys from yo\l 
when you were in that state ? 

A. I do not know, nor recollect it. ^ 

Q. Did you' never go to Mr. Hodge at any time to- 
solicit him to take you back I 

A. Never- I went to Mr. Hoilge for a letter of re- 
commendation*, to Coll. Hetherington, who said he 
would employ me if he were not engaged. 

Q. Don't you recollect saying any thing fayorable 
of Mr. Hodge ? 

A* I do noty I might have said so, but don't recol- 
lect it. 

Q« Where were you bom ? 

A. Perhaps if I tell you, you would not know : ift 
Ireland: 

Q. How did you come over ? 

A. In a boat. 

(Mr. Tyson displeased at the answer.) 

Q. In what situation did you leave Ireland ? 

A. (After doubting whether he was bound to answer 1 
that question,) I paid for my passage and left Irelaad 
to recover property at St. Thomas, where I went, 
about 1 1 years ago* 

Q. Did you live with Mr. Skcrret at one time ?. 
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%. I did, iafier the first time I (^uitt^d Mr. ^o^fge 

lS05or6. 

). Was you with Mr. Hodge in 18Q8. 

K. I was, but not living with him i I. was . at t)ie 

ise and at the works frequenjtir. 

). Did you frequently see any stranger's there ? 

^L. The only person I saw there? frcquenUy ^as 

*s. Rawbono, (late Mrs. Collins.) 

p. Where were you when Mrst Hodirc died? 

A.. At the works. 

5« Was Mrs. Rawbone there ? 

K. She was. 

8. Was Mrs. Arrindcll there ? 

K, I don't recollect seeing her. 

5. When did you quit Mr. Hodge ashis ovcfsedr? 

K. I left him m Miiy 1 8«>r, but was off atod ort thdrc 

1808. 

^. How far is it from the house to the works ? 

K. It is ten minutes walk, dowtf hill. 

5. Where did Mr Hodge tell you Pfospef died I 

A. At the wQ'ks. 

5. DidPerreen Georges livc^t Mr. Hodge'^ whiU 

A was there ? 

A. She did. 

Q. Was she tliere at the time you were ? 

A. She was. 

Q. What tim^ was this ? 

A. It was in 1805 ; I went back in 1806, I them 

ittcd himi and came again in 1807. 
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<3|. in what situation was Perreea ther^i whei 
filrs. Hodge died ? 
A. As a kind of manager. 
Q. Mow do Jrou mean ? 

A. She attended and took care of the boiiing*housif 
which I call being a manager. 

Q. Was Mrs. Hodge in the habit of going to tKs 
boiling-house f 
A. She wasf frequently* 
Q. For what purpose ? 
A. I do not know. 

Q. Was you with Mr. Hodge after Mrs. Hodge'i 
death ? 

A. I wasj some Yfosluk. Mr. Hodge begged niir 
as he was in trouble. 

Q. How long were you with him the first tim^ ? 
A. Six-months. 

Q. Have you ever eat at the same table with Mr. 

and Mrs. Hodge ? I A 

A. I have break&sted, dined and supped with them>|(t 

Q. Do you mean at the great house, as hisbotdflA 

companion ? |(| 

A. 1 do. I have sat at table with them and 
Rawbone. I A 

Q. Have you any thing to say again&t Mr. Hod|^i 
in regard to his treatment of yourself I 
A. Nothing. 
Q. Did not he ijl treat you at any time ? 



h 



( 



lis 

A. He threatened to cart-whip me the last time I 
aa with him— -I asked him for payment several 
mes. 

Q. Did he ever threaten to kill you ? 

A. Never— I was armed with a good stick in case 
f oeedy but he did not ofier me any violence. 

Q. Have you cv.er had any quarrel with i/lr. 
Lodge ? 

A. I have had a few words with him about pay ; he 
as not paid me yet, but I don't intend giving up 
tie debt) tho' I owe him no ill will in consequence of 
is not paying me, he owes mt£56 (current money 
i Tortola.) 

By Mr. Lisle ^ 

Q. Do you feel any prejudice against Mr. Hodge 
or not paying you, or for any thing else. 

A. I do not. 

Q. When you said you came in a Boat, did you 
lean a se^ boat— *a ship ? 

A. I did mean so. 

Q. Did Mr. Hodge tell you how Prosper died ? 

A. He did not. 

Q. Did you assist in digging Mrs, Hodge's grave 
Uh Mr. Daniel Ross ? 

A. I did) because there wxre no proper negrees f 
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JbHN SKELTON, Ju k. 
Sworn in Chlief. 

Examined by Mr. Solicitor General. 
Q. Do you remember having conversktions Iri 
llr. M^Keough while he lived with Mr. Hodge ? 

A. Mr. M^Keough represented to me, when I Im 
at Mr. Wallace's estsfte in 1807, Mr. Hddge's criiiBl 
to his negroes, he used to tell what was going on fin 
quently. 

His Honor the President, (Richard Hetheringta 
Esq.)— to speak as to a letter of recommendadoo fioi 
the prisoner to Mr. Hetherington.-— Oj^po^ed by tk 
prisoner's counsel, who submitted whether the Vn 
sident after being examined, should take his sd 
ag^n. 

Not persisted in by the prisoner's c6unsel. 
MARK DYER FRENCH, Esq. 

Q. Did you ride up to the pAsoner's tetate to tt. 
qiure for the grave of Prosper, as one of the caaiBA 
tee for carrying on this prosecution ? 

A. I did in company with some others. 

Q* Who pointed it out to you ? 

At Perreen Georges. 

Q. Was the grave opened ? 

A. It was. 

Q. In what situation did you find the corpse ? 

A. The head was lower than any other of the 
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ic Icg^s crossed ; but you had better refer to doetdts 
ho were there . 

Q. What kind of grave was it ? 
ji. It did not appear to be well dug, some of tihe 
Dnes were near the surface. 

Q, Where was the grave ? 

•^. At the back door of Prosper's house. 

•Q. You say the head was lower, and the grave 
eemed deeper about the head ? 

^, I do. 

Cross-examined by Mr. Tyson* 

Q. Was any notice given to Mr. Ilodge to send an 
igent to attend ? 

jI. No— not to my knowledge. 

Q. Did you see any irons or puddings? 

Ji, No. 

Q. Did Perreen say when she saw the corpse, Ike 
rons or crooks were on ? 

wf. I understood so : and that this related to Prosper, 

will not be positive. 

After a few observations from Mr. Lisle, 

Mr. Tyson addressed the jury on behalf of the 
►risoncr— (The reporter has sent this speech to St. 
Christophers, for Mr, Tyson's correction ; on its be- 
ng returned, with any material alteration, it will aiJ- 
Har in its corrected state in a second edition.) 
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Mr. Tt/son, 

May it fiUasc your Honors^ 
Gentlemen of the Jury, 

I rise on the part of the gentleman at tlie bary a&d 
I think before I sit down^ I shall produce the tnoat 
unexceptionable witnesses, to satisfy your minds as t9 
the innocence of the prisoner, 

A variety of cases have been submitted to you, to. 
explain the different species of homicide, but thcj 
have not been treated fairly ; much vtrould depend oa 
the lawfulness of the weapon and the state of bodf 
ihe party was in at the time of the infliction of the 
punishment ; much might be attributed to negle^ 
The cases the counsel for -the crown have cited do not 
apply— it is not pretended that Mr, Hodge used anf 
ether than a lawful weapon z but excess of punish- 
ment is pretended. It lias been stated by the learned 
counsel, just set dowui that he attributed the corrob- 
oration of evidence as an act of God I I say it wtt 
the act of man.— These >yitncsses have been kept to» 
gether for a length of time, and it will be admitted 
that when two people are put togethei' for a length of 
time, they will with facility trump up a story, and 
not only agree in it on being examined, but it may 
appear plausible. 

What has Mr. M^Keough's conduct been ? He 
treated the matter on his examination as a subject of 
mirth ! He did not feel for three helpless children 
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I he would deprive of their only protection, 
father ! ^^Kepugh is a guilty man— he is guilty 
>prisioii of felony. This offence was said to be 
utted years ago ;— if this murder was.commit- 
I'Keough should have brought Mr. Hodge to 
e. Mr. Hodge is brought forward at this rc- 
period of time under the most qruel disadvan- 
Witncsses who could come forward in excul- 
I arc now no more ; others he is deprived of by 
ety of causes. 

1 you believe M*Keough when he tells you, Mr. 
e cared not for the work done by his negroes, 
led the cart-whip— the detestable lash of the 
/hip was heard by him i Is there any one in 
ourt who can give credit to this declaration, that 
Elodge would sacrifice affluence, comfort, happi- 
for the gratification of hearing the dctestable- 
7hip — it is impossible this can be true, and yet 
'ears to it ! 
Keough has denied his having the keys on the 

ion lyientioned, or did not know he had them— 

« 

lone would impeach him. I shall be obliged to 
to many occurrences when I open the case on 
art of Mr. Hodge. M*Keough wishes to make 
)ear that he was intimate with— a bottle compan- 
f Mr. Hodge ! What will you say when I prove 
u, that he was never suffered to come into any 
tlian a particular part of his house S I shall 
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JkSkvt occasion to bring PciTCcn's character inti 

per view. She tells you with regard to Mar 

that she was so ill, she was unable to cook the d 

and that she (Perrecn) did it for her. Now su 

I prove that Margaret dressed the dinner thj 

—that she was talking to her of her chara 

that she ought to behave better, and she wouli 

valuable negro ; that on that day, wJien Perreei 

the had the wound, she was well, and that ; 

o'clock in the morning Mr. Hodge was called i 

tended to her kindly, but owing to some aHecl 

her breast, she died that day. Does this loo 

a wish for concealment on the part of Mr. h 

vhen it was notorious to all ? If you find Pc 

:tripping, nay, falling in a matter foreign to the 

before us, must you not expect the same in wb 

lates to it immediately ? This humane creature 

not bear to see the punishment of Prosper ; 8h< 

her post at the window until the flogging was i 

.and then her stomach turned because there \i 

xnore fogging ! Had she been humane as she 

wish to be conceived, would she not have quitu 

fttvorite window after the first lash of the ^ 

Close-quarters and short quarters are mentioD 

am held out in saying that so far from terms c 

description being used by Mr. Hodge, he was 

rant of their imi^rt as it related to the present 

tion. (Reference was here had to conversation! 
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|£>Hodg6 in gaol, to support the assertion, which cs- 
pUped the repojcter.) 

Mr. Hodge has been charged with atrocities, 
irhich ^pal human nature^ why has this been done ? 
[or the purpose of justice I No— for the purpose of 
pfejudicing the public mind against him '• But the 
•ttempt is abortive. Wc are now before a jury of 
our country-^-a jury that will conscientiously do their 
3uty. 

Under these circumstances M^Kcough stands be- 
fore you in « very questionable light : but you wQl 
hear more of him, Gentlemen. He is a very con- 
venient man«->he has no recollection of his having 
•poken in favorable terms of Mr. Hodge at the time 
these atrocities were committing.— This I can 
^rove. 

[ Much has been said about this Prospcr's death. 
I^ppose I prove, and I can do it, that this negro ^ras 
jUnaway at the time of this severe flagellation, and that 
iCts. Rawbone, who was in the house, did not hear the 
I^BMi though it is said it was done under the win- 
kOvfr-'this man is certainly dead, he has secreted 
imself in his house, and when found was in such a 
Mtrid state, it was absolutely necessary to put him 
Uder ground on the nearest spot. 

I am instructed to say, the bones ssdd to be Pros- 
W's are now in court, and that some gentlemen went 
fer the purpose of having them taken up ! This is 

L.2. 
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a horrible scene i Let the pleasure of such an act be 
stated— I shall be satisfied if the propriety is madi 
•ut— it is a crime and punishable. 

You have been told a story about a mango. Is it 
possible Mr. Hodge would sacrifice 50 joes foranm- 
go fallen from a tree I Would he lacerate a negro 
for six shillings ! Had Perreen been humanei sbe 
trould have exerted herself to relieve him ; self-illt«^ 
est would have prevented it. Can you attribute it 
to resentment ? Resentment against whom ? hu 
slave ? A slave may excite anger, but surely not re 
sentment. It is said that negroes were confined ii 
the sick^ouse for six or seven days without food ; 
was this resentment, the same against those ackf li 
those by himself flogged ? This sick-house you tre 
told| was filled, and that they were all cut up I A xnos* 
'ster -could not have acted so. 

Mr. Hodge has resided in this country fifteen tf 
twenty years ; these charges may be said to be oolf 
-the other day. 

Gentlemen who visited him, must see ne 
that state on an estate ; you cannot therefore be) 
the witnesses. If he had no regard for himself 
If ould have some for a young family. Those little 
nocents, his only comforts, he was deprived of in 
on. Mr. Hodge was above escape— could he not 
escaped ? He was not apprehended— yes, he was, 
lYent to the marshal for the purpose of Jpeiog 
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hendedy and I hope he vfiW receive the reward. MK- 

%[odge has undergone unheard-of hardships— loaded ^ 

with irons. I never heard of a many committing the 

grossest crimes, prevented seeing his friends^ and 

thereby deprived of witnesses. 

Our -case is plain — Prosper died a natural deaths . 

and was found in a house, not his own, m a putrid 
' •tate. Gcjitlemen, what are you callc.d upon to do ? 

tm sacrifice a fellow creature !— on what e\idence ? 

M'Keough and Perreen Georges ! 

You feel he is not guilty, because it is impossible 
■ such a character, as he. is described to be, can be sup- * 

posed to exist ! 

This is not a question of meun and r^wm— of 20.9. 

•r 20,000/; ; it is not life— it i» his honor, which. 

is deaaer, we are defending. . 
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PENELOPE HODGE. 
• A free black woman, (very old) avforn. 

Examined by Mr. Musgrave. 

Penny, relate what you kntow of Prosper. 

^. I don't know much about him, thsmthatheis 
dead, which I heard. 

Q. Do you know how he was buried I 

^. He was drs^gged but of his house and buried. 

Q. When did you see him ? 

ji. I saw him a good while before his death, I can't 
say how long. 

Q. Did you observe any mark& of severity about 
him ? 

^. I did not, he was- not cut up. 

Q, Was he accustomed to run away ? 

.'^. He was. 

Q. Where were you at the time of his death ? 

J, I lived at Mr. Hetherington's, where I still livei 

Q. How long before his death did you see him f- 

A, I saw him a month before I heard he was dead. 

Q. Can you . hear any thing that passes at Mc*- 
Hodge's ? 

A, Yesj sometimes. 

Q, Did you see him frequently ? 

vf. I did— «he used to come to see mei I sai^ 
ium before Mrs. Hodge died and after— heard he. ran- 
away. 

Q. Was he sick ? • 



t He said he vras, 

Qm Did he complain of being beaten ? 

^. No. 

Q. Is there any estate between Mr. Hodge and" 
Mr. Hetherington ? 

^. No. 

Q. Had not Prosper been mad ? 

A. Yes. 

Cross-examined by Mr. Lisle, 
* Q. Do you know lawyer Lisle ? 

A. No. 

Q. Did yon erer see him ? 

A. My sight is ver> bad* I have lost my left eye ^ 

Q. How long has your sight been bad ? 

A. Since Mrs. Hodge's death. 

Q. Do you know how many days there are in a 
month) or how many months in a year ? 

(Did not answei') appeared to be unable.) 

Q. Do you know how many weeks there are in a 
month ? 

A. Four or five weeks. 

Q. How many days are there in a week ? 

A* Six. 

Q. Did any persons go up to you to take your de- 
position ? 

A. Yes, there were eight persons. 

Q. Was lawyer Lisle one of them ? 

A# My husband who was in the room told me &•#. 
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Qb Was you sworn : did they make you takti» 
oath? 

A« No-— I was not sworn* 

Mr. Lisle then applied to the prisoner's counsel for 
a sight of her deposition, taken on the estate^ whidbt 
after some opposition) was produced and read by Mfc 
Lisle* 
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VlRGlK-rsLAVDS, 
TORTOLA. 



Penelofie Hodge of the Island of Tortolai frceblaekJ 
woman, maketh oath- and saith, That on Monday the 
fourth day of March, instant, between the hours ofj 
five or six of the clock, or about dusk of the eTeniDgi 
eight persons came to her house — that one of thoM^ 
persons, who deponent believes was a lawyer by thi, 
name of Lisle, administered an oalh to deponent, aod] 
desired her to depose to iiuch points to which 
might be interrogated* 

That among several' questions put to deponent] 
Afere these following. — ^^ Whether Mr. Hodge c¥er] 
murdered any of his negroes to her knowledge 
That deponent answered " No. That she never 
nor heard of any such thing — that she hud heard 
Mr* Hodge had Hogged some of his negroes, but ske] 
had seen the negroes so flogged at their work afte^] 
wards.— -That a Mn Ross, one of the persons presenti^ 
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iked deponent, how a certain negro, called Sennery^ 
led ?" and " whether he had not died from a -whip- 
ing ?** That deponent answered " No— T hat she 
new he had beeq flogged for stealing a tongue^ but 
iie saw him after the flogging at his work— and that 
lie never heard nor knew of any negroes having died 
•om flogging or severity.**— That she this deponent 
'as then asked ^^ whether a certain negro, named 
upiter liad not been burnt to death ? and whether a 
egro woman called Margaret, had not been made by 
ilr. Hodge to drink hot or melted lead ?'* that depo- 
«nt answered " never to her knowledge.'* That de- 
mient was asked " how a woman called ^arah, and 
fee called Beck, and a man called Tower Hill died ?** 
that deponent answered, " that Tower Hill ran 
iray and was never after heard of— ^and as to the oth« 
Hf that she supposed they died of sickness.*' That 
fcponent was ashed " by whom the negro belonging 
f Mr* Wallace was lately shot ?** that deponent answer- 
It " That she did not know." That she the deponent 
Is further asked, ^< Whether one of Mrs. Hodge's 
His was not broken ?" that deponent answered << no, 
M she the deponent constantly attended her,**— that 
kpooent was also asked, '^ how said Mrs. Hodge 
fed ?" that deponent answered, that ^< she died 
m fercr." That deponent was asked " How « 
kftite maid servant of Mrs. Hodge's died, and whe- 
such maid servant did not miscarry, and upon 



fe 



IS3 

^hemshe called in her dying moments ?** Th 

ponent answered, *' that she called upon no onej 

she took cold after her miscarriage^ which dep 

supposed to have been the occasion of her d< 

That deponent was asked " who made the cofl 

the woman, or maid servant ?'* that deponent an 

cd, " one Moreton, a carpenter," That dep 

was then asked " who made the coffin for the 

or abortion ?" that deponent answered, '* that 

was no coffin— that it was wrapped up in a pi 

cloth, as is usual in such cases.'* That one < 

persons present, tlicn observedt " we can get 

ing out of her : we must take her to town." 

after the conversation before mentioned, dep 

was asked '* where a woman called Perreen G< 

was ?' That shortly after she saw the said P< 

Georges wit)i the said persons, and heard son 

say to the said Perreen Georges, that she mi 

with a Mr. Green to his house. That she the 

nent was asked by one of the said persons for a 

which was given to them.'* 

her 
PENELOPE X HOD( 
mark* 

Sworn be/ore me^ thia 5th ? 
day of Marchi 1811. -3 

Thomas Dougan^ j. r^ 
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)vlr. IdiUi in a v-'^r^ short address, ]|^otnted out t» 
Ithe Jury, the flagrant contradietion in Penelope 
iHodge's evidence in com t| when compared with this 
deposition.—'^ Before the court she says she does not 
know me ; and, in her deposition, she states, she 
was sworn by mz^ which latter circumstance she- 
contradicts also, when brought here ; she haft mani- 
festly perjured herself, as you perceivej and, nothing 
but her age and apparent imbecility, pj*ot«ct her 
from punishment; you cannot pay the slightest •re- 
^rd to her evidence." 

The court were of the satne opinion. 



.«•• 



DANIEL ROSS, 
Swoni. 

Examined by Mr. Musgrave. 

^, Did you know Prosper ? 

A. I did. 

Q. What kind of a negro was he i 

A. He was an able and fine negro. I haf e under- 
tfood he is dead. 

Q. Did you ever know him to be in a state of ment- 
pd derangement. 

A. I never did. 

Q. When did you see him labt ? 

A. I saw him the end of Februai^ ot begOMdng of 

M 
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March) 1808 ; I went in a boat where he was one. 

Q. Was Mr. M*Keough living with Mr. Hodge 
then ? 

A. No. 

Q. Was Pcrreen tliere ? 

A. I can't be positive as to Perreen. 

Q. Had Mr. Hodge anjr other white person in 
M'Keough's place ? 

A. He had two sailors, the one named Rose: the 
name of the other I did not know. 

Q. Do you know any thing to the prejudice of 
M^Keough ? 

A. I do not— he would take his soup ; inclined tf 
liqvor:. 

Q. Do you know any thing against Perreen ? 

A. Nothing. 

Q. Have you seen M^Keough in Mr. Hodge) 
hpuse ? 

A. I have often. 

Q. Was he on intimate terms with Mr.. Hodge f '^ 

A. No. 

Q. Have you ever met him at his table ? 

A. I have once—- on th» d<^y Mrs. Hodge diedi.lpT^ 
diqed and drank tea there. 1^ 

Q. Do you recollect any other time -? X 

A. I do not. 

Q. Did Mr. Hodge place confidence in Lim f 

A. Very little. 
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i'. Do you know whether Perrccn had the care of 
boiling-house, or acted as manag;er ? 
i. I don'c recollect, I know she was there after 
K^cough quitted. 

i. Were the negroes disposed to runaway ? 
^. They were well dispofsed at that time, but 
sn Mr. Hodge was in England they wanted privi- 
es I would not grant, and I believe two-thirdi 
conded. 

'ross-cxamined by the Solicitor-Generali 
i. Was Mr. Green then the manager ? 
L He was. 

i. How many negroes were there on the estate at 
t time ? 

I. There were 130 or 131—1 saw the account of 
es to day, which I paid. 
I. When was this ? 

L In October, 1800; Mr, Hodge returned in 1803. 
{. Did the negroes, you mention to have r«naway> 
irn ? 

i. They did about a fortnight after, and I cart- 
pped the whole with moderation. 
I, Did they conduct themselves well after that ? 
i. They did : I left it to their option to gcr away, or 
5 punishment, and they chose the latter. 
l: Was Mrs. Rawbone with Mr. Hodge in 1808, 
T Mrs. Hodge's death ? 

i. She was— it was her home, but she visited her 
ada. 



Q. H<^ did Mr. Hodge treat fai^ negroes ?: 
A. I cannot tell.. 
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THOMAS LLEWELLYN, 

(A free mulatto Carpenter,) 
Sworn upon the vtnre dire, 

Q. Have you had any late conversations "v^ith tiit^ 
prisoner ? 

A. I have. 

Q. What was the subject of these conversations X \ 

A. He begged me to recollect what 1 knew of him] 

< -—and asked me as to particular days that I worked! 

for him. 

Q, Do you expect reward for appearing here ? 

A. N«. 

Examined in chief by Mr. Musf^rave, 

Q. Did yen do any work on the estate for Sbi 
Hodge ? 

A. I did, in 1805, 6andr. 

Q. Did you see M^Keough there in 1806. 

A. I did. 

Q. Did you see him tliere at any other time ? 

A. I did in 1807, but he was not living there 

Q, Did you ever coynverse with M^Keoygh 
Pcrreen Georges ? 

A. Frequently. 



Q. Did M*Keough speak to you of Mr. Hodge ? 
A'. He did ; he would sometimes speak well of 
him, and at others call him severe ; but said the ne- 
groes told him Mr. Hodge was severe. 

Q. Was M«Keough intimate with Mr. Hodge ? 
A. I thought he treated Mr'. M'Keough with such 
contempt that, were it tome, I would not stay an 
hour with him. 

Q. Did you ever see him at dinner with Mr« 
Hodge ? 
A. Never. 

Q. Do you know any thiAg of M^Keough's char- 
acter ? 

A. I do not. 

Q. Did M^Keough keep the keys ? 
A. He did not keep the key of the rufh-cellar 
Mr. Hodge said he could not trust him with it. 

Q. What M as his situation^ there-^was he likely t* 
see acts of barbarity ? ^. 

A. It was such, that he could not go to the hifl 
without being sent for ; nor was he allowed U go into 
the yard without askiAg permission— nor I myself. 
Q. Do you not know M^Keough to be a dmfnkard ? 
A. I do not, except from what I have heard. 
Q. Do you know any thing against him ? 
A. Not from my own knowledge. 
Q. During the time you were on the ebtate> did 
yiDU observe any cruelty used towards the slaves f 

M a 



A, .1 wa9 there in ISOS, 6 and 7 vety- constvitlfy 
but did not observe vaj tbing of crueltf to the ne* 
groes. 

Q, Did you see Prosper ? 

A. I did} be wes rery weak ; I asked bim what 
was the Enatter---he said bad living. 

Q. Do you know why M^Keough and yourself; 
were not allowed to go in the yard I 

A, Kp. 
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RICHARD MORETON, 
(A free black man^ a Carpenter >) \ 

Si¥om in chief* 

% Hatt you worked on Mr. Hodge's estate ? 

A. I h»y0 ; the longest time I was there w«i ia- 
ie|D7. I rex^sun^d there 3 weeks in th^t yeaPt and it, 
other timeS) for a day. or so. 

Q. Wa^ M*l^eough there I 

A^. NorrHor ^j other mant^ger. 

Q. Did you Qb^erye much figging of negroes ^ 

A^. I dj0 nqt bp^ the whip goUig. 

Q. Was^]^erree^ Qeorgea^ tl^ere ?. 

A. No. 

Q. Do you know any thing pt tl)t eJme(Ct|r rf 
M^Keoi\gl^ and Perreen Georges.? 

A^ Ldoftgt. 
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I ^THOMAS CROOK, 

(A free mulatto many a shop-keeper,) 
Sworn in ehief. 

Q« Did M'Keough live wilh you at any time ? 

A. He wa» my tenant two years. 

Q. Have you ever had any conversations with him^ 
aboat Mr. Hodge ? 

A. Mr. M'Keough told me that many people spoke. 
fll of Mr, Hodge, but that he did not find it so himself. . 

Q« Have you observed him frequently to get- 
drunk } 

A. I have, sometimes at 1 1 o'clock in the forenoon. 
L Q. Do you luiow any thing to discredit his tes-* 
Upiony ? 
F A. I do not. 

Q. Did you eyor detect him in falsehoods ? • 

A. No. 
; <{« Do you know Perreen ? 

A< I know nothing of her^ or ag&inst her, . 



<^ 



JAMES CROOK, 
(A^ free mulatto man, a carpenter,) 
Sworn in chief. 
Q, Do you know. M^Keough ? 
ji. I knew him in 1808 ; I called upon him foih^ 
iKmse^ent due to Mr. Thomas Crook*. 



Q: (This question escaped the reporteri but th^ 
answer to it was) 

^, Mr. Hodge was rery desirous of hanng Mr. 
M^Keough again* 

Q. Did M^Keough say uiy thing to you of Mr. 
Hodge ? 

jf. He said he was a good man, but comicali !»•' 
cause he had bad slaves. 

Q. Do you know any thing of the character fit 
M*Keough or Perreen ? I 

A, I do not. 

Q. Was Perreen present iidien M^Keough spoke 
to you about Mr. Hodge ? 

A, She was, and said M^Kcough was coniical him- 
self, and would not stay with Mr. Hodge ? 

Q. Did M'Keough tell you why he would cot re-' 
turn to Mr. H. ? 

A, He said h« would not, on account of a quarrd 
about a key of the boiling-house. 

Q. bid M'Kcough tell you that Mr. Hodge toel' 
bis hat and shoes away ? 

A. No. 
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Mms. ANN ARRINDELL, 
Sworn in chief. 

^. Were you> at any time, a yisitor at Mr. Hodge*t ?; 

A^ I was. 

Q. Did you know of Margaret'il htaving cooked a^ 
dinner one day ? 

A, She did— remarkably well. 

Q. Was she accustomed to have a pain in faet^' 
stomach ? 

m 

A, She was. 

Q. Do you know any thing respcctmg her death F 

A, Mr. Hodge was knocked up by the servants, 
•n that night, after we had all gone to bed ; she died^ 
in the morning. 

Q, Did you observe any marks of violence upon her ?. 

A* None. 

Q. What was Mr. Hodge's disposition. towards his 
servants ? 

A. i never saw him irritated with them ; he was a 
kind master, husband and father. 

Cross-examined by Mr. Lisle. 

Q. Do you recoUoct whether her handkerchief was 

•n or off ? 
A. I do not. 

Q, Was her mouth scalded ? 
A. I do not know. 
Q. How do you know that Margaret cooked tht^ 

dinner ? 
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^ I supposed »o, because she came for orders. 

Q, How often have you visited Mr. Hodge? 

•^. I have only been four times. 

Q. How long have you staid on those occasions ? 
. ^, Four •r five days at a tinrve. 

Q. Did you see Mr. M^Keough or Pet reen thei'e ?- 

jf. I did no». 

Q. Had Mr. Hodge any manager at that time ? 

•^. I do not think he had any. 

Q, Did this happen on any particular day ? 

•^. 1 do not think it was a remarkable day. 

Q. Was Mrl Hodgp attentive to his negvoes trWen- 
tliey were sick ? 

./^. He was-— he has often mixed medicines for 
them ; he was si ever that way,. 

Q. Do you know the cause of Margaret's death ? 

^. I Ci)n't be positive of what Margaret died ; Mr. 
Hodge told me in the morning at breakfast table> 
that Margaret was dying or dead, I can't say which. 

By Mr. Solicitor General. 

^. Did Mr. Hodge say she had a cramp or paiain 
her stomach ? 

•^. He told me she was very ill — I think he said 
it was a cramp or pain in her stomach. 

By prisoner's counsel. 

Q» What is your opinion of Mr. Hodge ? 

4- I. can't say any things but what is pleasant •£ 



Kir. Hodgei in justice to hiniy according to mj con- 
science. 

Mr. X»/^— rl shall go into evidence to prove the 
contrary. 

Counsel for the prisoner— objected. 

Mr. Solicitor General— cited Macnally 324* 

The prosecutor cannot enter into evidence of the 

defendant's character, unless the derendant enable 

him to do so by his calling vi^itnesses to support it^ 

^-and even then the prosecutor cannot examine to par« 

ticular facts. 

Mr. Long J in reply, quoted Peak 7 and 8. 

The coui t decided that each party may ,go into 
^neral character. 

By Mr* Justice Isaacs, 

Q, Was any Doctor called in to Margaret ? 

•i, I don't knew if there was; there might be. 

^ Was it customary for Margaret to wear a hand- 
kerchief round her head ? 

' ji. I don't know ; I think she did in general, but 
d4innet say* 
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Miisw ANNE RAWBOK>Er» 

(Prisoner's Sister) 
Sworn upon the voire dire* 
Mr. Liaie^ 

I object to the testimony of Mrs. Rawbefire^ t 
can prove that she has declared she knew something 
t!iat would hang her brother, but if she was broag^ 
forward to give evidence-, she would not say any tlia| 
to injure him* 

Sworn in ehief. 

Examined by Mr. Musgrave, 

^ Did you know Prosper ? 

wf. I did: he was runaway with a large pndcBif 
round his leg. 

^ Do you know of his death ? 

wf. He was afterwards found in Scinda's hous€} d^ 
in a 8tat« of corruption, and buried near it. 

^ Did you se&Perreen there ? 

ji, I never saw her there* 

^ bo you know of Margacet's hanog cooked 
dinner for Mr. Hodge ? 

«i. I do— she cooked it very welL 

^ Do you know any thing of her death ? 

ji» I heard a noise at night, and my brother fpM^ ^ 
•ut and coming in, and in the morning I heard 
liim that she died of a pain in her stomach. 

^ Was not this a family complaint ? 

A* It was— her mother and sister died of it ; 
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lother nursed me and I hare always been afraid of 
lat padn. 

Q. Do you know whether the puddings were taken 
>ff of Prosper ? 

A. I never heard of their being taken off. 

Q. How long were you on the estate before he 
lied? 

A* Two or three months. 

Q. Do you know of his being flogged ? 

A. I never knew of his being flogged. 

Q. Was M^Keough on the estate at that time ? 

A. He was not— Mr, Rose was there. 

Cross-examined by Mr. Lisle, 

Q. Did Mr. Hodge lock you up when he was about 
o punish negroes ? 

A. No. 

Q. Did you not say to some one that you could tell 
omething to hang your brother, but if you were 
^lled on his trials you would say nothing to condemn 
dm? 

A. I sent a message by Dr. John West to my bro- 
her, to say that if he did not do something respect- 
Dgmy negroes, I would shew a letter. 

Q. What was the cause of the punishment of put- 
log Prosper in irons ? 

A. Being a runaway ; as he ran away with them^ 
\ suppose he had them on when he died* 

Q. Where did he die ? 
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A* He was found dead in Scinda's house. 
Q. Was she runaway? 
A« I don't know. 



'^>' 



DOCTOR WILLIAM WEST. 

Sworn in chief. 

iBy Mr. Muagrave, 

Q. Have you attended Mr. Hodge's estate ? 

A. I have the last six years, occasionally. 

Q. Have you visited his sick-house ? 

A. I have. 

Q. Did you ever encounter any offensive sme 
there ? 

A. Not more than in others ; ^ was as comfortaU 
as they generally are. I have performed operatioi 
in it. 

Q. Did you ever observe mutilated negroes theni 

A. No. 

Here the prisoner's counsel produced the doctort 
accounts for 1806 — 7 and 8. 

Q. Are those your accounts ? 

A. They are extracted from my books, and I tol 
been paid the amount of them. I 

A 

Cross-examined by Mr. Solicitor General. 
,Q. Did you attend the estate by the year ? 
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A. No— only when sent for. 
Q. Was you called in to attend Prosper ? 
A. No. 

Q. Did you see Perrcen there when your brother 
died at Mr. Hodge's ? 
A. I don't recollect having seen her. 
Q. When was that ? 
A^ He died in August 1808. 



MRS. RAWBONE. 
By Mr. Solicitor General 
Q. What do you know of M'Keough ? 
A. I think him a drunkard and a liar. 
Q. What induces you to think so ? 
Ai I have heard it generally* 
Q. From whom ? 
A. From Mrs; Ross and Mrs. Hodge. 



DOCTOR JOHN WEST. 
Sworn in chief. 
m Q. Have you visited Mr. Hodge's sick-house ? 
I A. Mr. Hodge has consulted me about sick negroes^ 
■at I have not been sent for often. 
I Q. Have you been in the habit of visiting Mr. 
)dg«? 
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A. I have, frequently. 

Q. Have you ever been challenged or pi 
g€»ing in ? 

A. Never. 

Q. Did you know Prosper ? 

A. I know nothing of him—I never he 
name before this business. 

Q. Was Mr. M^Keough on the estate in Jul 

A, I do not recollect. 

Q. Have you ever seen him there ? 

A. I don't recollect having seen him thei 
except when Mrs. Hodge died. 



MR. DANIEL ROSS. 

By Mr. SoUcitor General. 

Q. Have you ever heard Mrs. Ross say ai 
of Mr. M*Keough ? 

A. I declare I never did, nor do I belii 
knows him, much less that she could have sp 
of him to Mrs. Rawbone. 



MRS. RAWBONE. 
Q. What acquaintance had Bfrs. Rossir 
M<Keough ? 
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A. I don't know how she knew him. 



JULIANA ROACH. 
(A free mulatto woman.) 
Q. Do you know M*Keough and Perreen Georges \ 
A. Yes— thejr. lived at^Crook's yard in July or Au- 
gust, 1808. 



.*. 



JANE GOODWIN, 
(A free mulatto woman.) 

Q. Do you know any thing of the charac.tc^ of 
Perreen Georges ? 

A. I know that she stole some clothes from her 
mistress when she was a slave. 

Q. Do know it of your own knowledge ? 

A. I do not know it of myself. 

Q. Do you know any thing against her since she 
has becM free ? 

A.. Nothing. 



The Hon. GEORGE DAVIS DIX, Esu: 
Examined on the Bench. 
Q. ^Vas Mr. M^Keough in your employ ? 

N ft 
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A. I employed him as a manager at Ballast-Bay. 

Q. Can you speak to his character ? 

A. He was an active^ industrious man. 1 have no 
doubt of his veracity— I discharged him for intempe- 
rance in the evening-— in 1804. 

Clotecl on the part of the Prihoner^ 



On the part of the Crovm. 

MISS JANE TODMAN, 

Examined in chief by Mr. LiaU^ 

Q. Have you heard Mrs. Rawboae make any de- 
claration respecting the prisoner ? 

A. I heard Mrs. Rawbone say that her brother dare 
tiot disturb her, for she could hang him* 

Q. When did this happen ? 

A. Just before she married Mr. Rawbone. 

Q. Was she at variance with her brother ? 

A. She was, and until his imprisonment. 

Qi Did she make any other declaration ? 

A. She said she would take a false oath to savD 
her brother—she had seen nothing donC) but could 
nevertheless hang her brother. 

Q. Did Mrs. Rawtx>ne tell you that when her Iffo* 
ther was going to punish negroes he used to lock 
her up) and Mrs. Hodge ? 
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A. No— but ^\\c said thiit on those opcasions she 
-t^'ould go into her room of heiself. 



.>> 



^ MRS. FRANCES PASEA ROBERTSON. 

jt Sworn in chief. 

r~ Q. Did you hear Mrs. Rawbone make any declara- 
l.^tion respecting her brother? 

[ A. I did— Mrs. Raubone declared in my presencer 
that she would perjure herself rather than condemn 

w 

her brother. 

Q. Did she say any thing more ? 
A. At another time she said she could hang her 
lifothcr. I gave her refuge in my house before hc» 
marriage ; I noticed that I was afraid of her brother, 
4Uid I observed to her, that being without a male protec-* 
tor, (my son being in England and Mr, Smith at Bal- 
last-Bay) " your brother may come with a side-saddle 
and take you away."— Mrs. Rawbone answered, 
•* don't fear, 'tis more than he dare do— I could hang 
him !" and she repeated that expression three times^ 
holding up her finger. 

Q. Have you conversed with Mrs. Rawbone on 

those subjects since 1809, and have you expressed 

yourself against Mr. Hodge with any animosity, or 

r said you wished to see him hanged ? 

t^ A« As I heard he spoke of me in a cruel manner. 
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my feelings were woundedi and I did appeal on my 
knees to the Almighty, to hear the prayer of the wid* 
ow and orphan, and let him have hi& deserts, if it was 
even with hemp. He has injured me« but if I haT» 
the opportunity, I will return good for evil— I am now 
here without animosity, and would go a tfaousaiul 
miles to serve him, for his childrens' sake. 

Cross-examined by Mr. X.ong, 

Q. Have you heard Mrs. Rawbone declare to you 
that she intended saying in court, what she mentioB- 
ed to you.? I 

A. I have understood so from her. 

Q. Has not Mrs. Rawbone told you* that what she 
knew was from negro information ? 

A. She has. 

By Mr. Liale, 

Q. Did she not tell you that shis kept herself io 
her chamber to avoid being witness to these barbari- 
ties ? 

A. She did. 

Q. At the time she said she could hang her brother, 
did she mention negro testimony^? 

A« No. 



\ 
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MISS JANE TODMAN, 
Being again interrogated by the Solicitor General 
repeated precisely what she said before. 

MR. JOHN RAWBONE. 

By Mr. Tyaon, 

Q. When was it that Mrs. Robertson made the de- 
claration " that she hoped Mr. Hodge would have his 
deserts, even if it were in hemp ?" 

A. It was on a Tuesday—Mrs. Rawbone was at 
Mrs. Robertson's, when the latter told Mrs* Rawbone 
that a wan*ant was issued out against her brother ; 
Mrs. Rawbone was distracted. It was at that time 
Mrs. Robertson made the declaration you mention. 

Q. Did you ever declare to any one that Mrs. Raw- 
bone was locked up by her brother ? 

A* Never— I said that she went to her chamber. 

Q« Did not you say to Mrs. Rawbone that she* 
would make it worse for her brother ? 

A. I did not« 

Miss JANE TODMAN. 
By Mr. SoUcitor General, 

Q. Was the declaration by Mrs. Rawbone made 
before or after tlie warrant was issued \ 
A. Before. 
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MR. JOHN HANLEY. 

By Mr. Solicitor GeneraU 

Q. Did Mr. Rawbone tell you that the prisoner' 
made Mrs. Rawbone go down to her chamber when 
any thing was going forward I 

A. He did. 

Q. Did Mrs. Rawbone make any observation to you 
•n meeting a negro with burnt lips on the road I 

A. She did — she said " that is my brother's mark" 

Q.*Did she say any thing to you respecting Jupiter? 

A« She said that Jupiter had stolen some ratafia 
and was punished by burning in the mouth«— that she 
heard his screams, and that he ran in her presence 
with his mouth in that state. 

The Jury refreshed by mutual consent^ at 2 o'clock 
A.M. 



PERREEN GEORGES. 
By Mr. Solicitor General. 

Q. Did Margaret complain of a pain in her stom- 
ach ? 

A. She did. 

Q. Do you know the cause ? 

A. It proceeded from boiling water poured down 
her throat. 

Q. How do you know this ? 
A. I saw the kettle of water. 
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^. Who called for it ? 

A. Mr. Hodge— I heard the screecheS) and saw hor 
coming with her mouth burnt. 

Q. How long was it before she died ? 

A. It was about two or three months ; she spit 
blood a longtime. 

By Mr. Tyaon, 

Q. What was Margaret doing in the kitchen? 

A. Pounding minced meat. 

-Q. Was Joan there also ? 

A. She was. 

Q. What happened after ? 

A. I helped Margaret ; just as dinner went in she 
fell down and was carried into the sick- house. *• 

Q. Did you see her in the white house ? 

A. I did not. 

By the Courg. 

Q. Was Joan a good cook ? 

A. She was not. 

Q. Was you doing what Margaret had to do? 

A. I was. 

Mr. STEPHEN M*KEOUGH. 
By Mr. LUle. 

Q. Was Margaret a woman with a scalded mouth ? 
A« She was. 
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MR. ROBERT GREEN. 
By Mr. Jittomey General, 
Q. When you lived on Mr. Hodge's estate^ ho 
many negroes had he ? 

A. One hundred and thirty or one hundred and fort 

Q. When did you quit him t 

A. In 1803y after he returned from England^ 
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MR. STEPHEN M'KEOUGH, 

By Mr. Lide, 

Q. Did Mr. Hodge ever tell you to mark down n 
^roes as runaway, whom he knew were dead ? 

A. He did. 

Q. Did you keep a list of negroes ? 

A. I did— I gave him a list-board every mornlDg 

Q. Was there a plantation book kept ? 

A. There was at one time— -I kept oney butc 
Mr. Hodge finding things in it he did not wish, 1 
destroyed it, and would not suffer any to be kept ii 
longer. 

Q. Did he ever sell any negroes ? 

A. Not more than one or two. 

Q. Did he ever sell any to Mr* Forbes ? 

A. I don't recollect. 

Q. Do you know of any runaways at St. Domittgol 
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A. There are 2 op at St. Domingo.— I recollect 
Thomas being runaway. 

Q. Have you frequently seen negroes on the estate, 
ivith puddings and crooks ? 

A. I have. 

Q. Have you ever seen any Avith two puddings on 
sach legi and a crook ? 

A. One negro, I believe, named Fortune, Mr. 
fiodp^e said he could not bi inghim down. 

Q. Was his mouth burnt ? 

A. It was. 

Q. Do you believe Mr. Hodge to be a cruel man : 

A* I cannot say otherwise than that he was cruel, 
rn}m his treatment to his negroe6. 

Rvidcnce closed on both side; 
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Mr. TYSON, 
fn a very eloquent Address to the Court and Jury, 
closed the defence. 

(The reporter, injustice to the learned gentleman, 
tnd presuming he shall be enabled to publish this 
pcech, verbatim^ in the second edition, trusts he 
hall be pardoned for inserting here, the substance 
my.) 

Mr. Ttson adverted to the late hour at which he 
Ose, and the exhausted state he found himself in ; 

o 
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it could not be eNpectcd that he should speak m 
lengthy but altiiough he had already taken up 
of their timcj he must occupy a little more. H 
reverted to the testimony of IVl^Keough and Pi 
Georgesy and commented upon it at length 
could not give up the testimony of Mrs* Rawbc 
account of her relationship to Mr. Hodge ; a 
may give testimony against a son^*a brother a 
his sister ; it could not be affected ; he admiti 
gard on the part of relations generally ; but tki 
had family quarrels ; she had charged Mr. ] 
with being the cause of her losing four negn 
Mrs. Rawbone, therefore, did not possess that i 
regard for her brother* Mr. Tyson attribute 
expression, as to hanging him, to the circum! 
of those negroes.^Before her reconciliation 
liim, she had declared that her intention or me 
referred to those negroes ; Mrs* Rawbone was 
trasted with ^Irs. Roberts<Hi ; the proceeding * 
latter lady had been violent in the extreme ; si 
terttiined impressions against Mr. Hodge, and 
had operated on her mind to that degree, tb 
threw herself on her knees in an agony, and re 
Tnendcd him to his deserts—- hemp ! qualified 
by saying, " if he deserved it"— she had fcrv 
prayed for the destruction of Mr. Hodge ; said i 
y/ards; she was not prejudiced against him, and i 
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do r.ny thing to serve him. She certainly was prcjii- 
liiccd ; Mr. Rawbone f^uve a different account. 

Tlic declaration of Mrs. Rawbone was made in an 
agony of giief ; she had been in that state two or 
three hours — it was then and only then, and under 
the excruciating feelings she was overpowered by, 
she said <* if I knew any thing of my brother^ I 
Hfould perjure myself rather than injure him." 

Mrst Ariindcll opposed Perreen's story about Mar- 
garets 

Mr. Tyson then recapitulated and contrasted the 
whole of the evidence^ and commented upon it at 
great length. 
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Mr- solicitor GENERAL'S 

CLOSING ADDRESS TO THE COURT AND JUHT- 

May it fileaae your Honors^ 
Gentlemen of the Jiiry^ 

IT is now past 2 o'clock on Tuesday morning, and 
the trial of the prisoner at the bar, for the murder 
of his slave Prosper, commenced yesterday morning, 
ill the hour of ten ; sixteen hours have been consa- 
med in the investigation of this most horrid, tlus 
most barbarous act of wanton cruelty— cruelty which 
has led to death* 

Gentlemen, you may easily conceive that after tl;e 
watchful attention necessary to be given to a cause of 
tills importance, through all its shifts and changesy 
tliat nature must be almost exhausted ; but I trust, 
by the assistance of the Almighty, whose \at:% I am 
iiow advocating, that the zeal which I feel, will eni* 
ble the energies of my mind to support the fccb!c- 
ness of my body. 

V/ith the aid of my God, I shall be able to paint 
ilie murderer at tlie bar, as he really is, shockiiig to 
behold! By the command of the representative of 
Majesty, I present myself before you, as the ad- 
vocate of humanity, to support the wholesom'* and 
beneficial laws of civil society. 

I had intended to lay claim to your atte ntion at the 
opening of the cau:>c, but all that was necessary to be 



161 

done, has been most cflcclually aiid impressively. 
])ciTormed, by my learned friend and colleague) Mr. 
Lisle ; and it now becomes my duty to shew you 
that tlie case which he opened has been completely 
Ijrroved and made out by the mos>t ample and saiisfuct- 
s^ oi"}* testimony. 

It is here necessary for me, gentlemen, on my 
2 part, to state to you the crime, of which the prisoner 
^ at the bar stands charg^ed by the indictment.— It is 
for the wilful murder of a defenceless slave. 

You will naturally inquire, what could be the 
crime, which a creature, not a free agent> one under 
the controul and dominion of the prisoner, could be 
guilty of, to deserve to forfeit his life by the hand of 
his master. 

The investij2;alicn v.ill then f:hew you how trivial 
was the offence ; how Wc-.nion. dclibcrr.tc and cruel 
was the punir^hmciit. 

The witness, Pcrrccn GL-oigcSj Jn formed you that 
the fall of a mango from a tree, on which the deceased 
was set as a watch, excited the implacable resciilnicnt 
of the prisoner. This lich, but hard hearted man ; 
this fdvoiiie of fortune; child of aluucnce, demand- 
\ cd fmm his poor distressed negro, whoue labours had 
contributed to his luxuries, tlic enormous, the extor- 
tionate sum of six shillings, as an equivalent for the 
loss of t/tnij which was not occajloncd by theft or 
neglcct| bi;; i)y accident, or the art ofdod I half the 

O 2- 
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sum demanded was obl&ined by the ill fated, helpless 
sufferer j from the witness herself — this was ten- 
dered to the master ; but like the unfeeling JeW) 
in the " Mcrchanl of Venice," he rigidly exacted the 
cicnaUy of his bond ! he would have his price, or have 
his life ! — his design is not, on the impulse of the 
moment, put into e!:ecution ; life is not extinguished 
at a blow— No ! he puts him to a lingering, agonizing 
dcath-^his breath is dragged out by degrees. 

The indictment states, and truly, that the deceased 
'.vas laid down on his face and belly, extended and 
iicld out« aiid his body flayed and iac&rated by the 
hand of his fellow slave, under the direction and com- 
mand, and by the coercion of the prisoner at the bar, 
for upwards of one hour ; during the. whole of which 
lime he was present. Malice is not yet glutted ; the 
sufferer, though permitted to rise, is wrapped in fet- 
ters, con lined in a pestilential prison ; and the verf 
next day brought forth, and undergoes, by the order, 
and in the presence of the prisoner, a second inhu- 
man fiage)lution. Cruelty invents new methods of 
torture ; he is tied to a tree, the whip curtailed ia 
length, and he is flogged, at what the voluptuarf 
merrily aid facetiously terms " short-quarters" until 
he fiiints ! animation is suspended ; he would have 
said, if he could have spoken, what is mirth to ytWi 
is death to me.— Life vibrates, his eyes are opeiH 
ai^l he beholds liimsclf linked to two other objects of 15 
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in the loathsome cclli to which he was recou- 
J. These three wretches attempt their escape : 
per, the deceased, the hand of death being upon 

is incapable of proceeding but a few yards — 
)s into his own or some other hut, and shortly 

his miserable existence ; a sacrifice to the un- 
leled b&rbarity of his inhuman ma!*ter. 
le testimony that has been produced before you^ 
isents him to have been cut to rags ; that no skin, 
eft upon his body ; and that before the soul had 
edits flight from the mangled carcase, the worms 
aken possession of the mortal frame ! , 
hole was dug* not a grave, and the offensive re- 
s of him, who found mercy in death, vv;;b ihrubt 
.t.head foremost. 

ntlemen, I have not now stated to you v/hat vill 
oved by witnesses— No, 1 have told you of that 
I has been deposed to, by the most unquestiona- 
itnesses. 
irder, until the present instance,. v/e have always 

able to attribute to some particular baneful and 
lical source. The sacred page* inform us of 
nardcr of Abel, by Cain, through envy ; of 
t, by David, fbr aduUenj ; of Abncr, by Juab, f )r 
ion ; of Nal>oth, by Jezebel, for avnrice ; and of. 
s son, by Alhaliah, for revenge. The prisoner 

bar, could not have envied his slave Piosper, . 
c was poor and wretched, iind hit? master pos-- 
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tbe day of retiibution is at length come^ an d'tl 
of his injured country demand blood for blood 

Could any man have had a fairer or more in 
trial, than the prisoner at the bar ? After exe 
to the fullest extent all the humane i^egulationf 
law in such cases made and admitted, he- come 
tried by a jury of hie owki choosing. Gem 
what is conspiracy ? The law defines conspirs 
be they who confederate or bind themselves t 
covenant} or other alliance, that e^ery of thci 
aid and bear the other, falsely and' maliciously 
or cause to bie done, such and such injuries. 

Who will the appellation of conspirator a 
on the present occasion ? I will answec the qi 
for you, Gentlemen— It will apply to the mag 
of your country ; to the respectable ixkembers 
two houses of your Legislature, your Coun< 
Assembly. The fiist holding the rank in the "^ 
IslAnds, that the peers of the realm do in the i 
country— the lubt the members of your Coi 
House of Assembly, whom you have chosen to 
sent you in your parliament, to guard your 
find pii\ilcgc£-— men of v^^hose good conduct yc 
yourselves borne leslimoi»y,by repeatedly bes 
upon them your sufi rages. 

The first charge that is brought against the 
or by afFidavit, is by 3Mr. Cox Robertson, who 
^ae time the friend and companion of Mr. I 



hctlier these quondam friends have quarrelled mv 
ot, or Avhelhcr the accuser of Mr. Hodge, discover- 
\Q the malignity of his heart, and the atrocity of 
is acts and deeds^ or Mrhether the accusation proceed- 
cl in the first instance from a motive of ill-will or re- 
cnge, is not an object of minute inquiry on your 
art, provided the fact, charged in the indictment be 
*uc, and proved to your satisfaction, either by posi- 
.ve testimony, or circumstantial evidence, or the one 
upported by the other. It Is unnecessary for me to 
bscrvc to you, I am sure, that accomplices in the 
"ery charge .contained in a bill of indictment, are 
endered legal witnesses, when they turn King's evi- 
lence, as it is commonly called, and are admitted to 
:ire testimony on the part of the crown. 

I believe you have. Gentlemen, a recent instance 
I your own colony, of two slaves, convicted upon 
e testimony of a fellow slave, an accomplice, 'who 
ils admitted as King's evidence, for the wilful and 
►rrupt murder of their master, q;oing \'uyt\ Tortola 

Normaii'ti-Island, one of its dependencies. 

You must recollect how closely the counsel on the 
irt of the crown confined themselves, in the exa- 
.ination of the witnesses, to the specific, to the in- 
Lvidual charge of murder laid in the indictment, but 
Dtwithstanding this proper and extreme caution on 
tcir part, in performing a duty between the King 
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and his subject ; what came out upon the cross-exa- 
mination of our witnesses by the prisoner's counsel .' 
In an attempt to invalidate the testimony, given on 
the part of the prosccution» they prove by their own 
shewing;, tint he is also guilty of the murder of an 
unfortunate female slave of the name of Margaret, 
by pouring into her mouthy and down her throat 
boiling water out of a tea kettle, and by other barba- 
rous and diabolical inRictions of cruelty. 

It is true, Gentlemen, zn indictment is now ready, 
and on the table, to be presented to the grand jury 
for the murder of Margaret, as well as seven other 
indictments for murder, all of which, Gentle- 
men, no doubt, you have been informed of by gene- 
ral report ; we should not have brought them fo^ 
ward in aid of the present indictment, now at issue; 
.lor have mentioned them, had we not been authori' 
zed so to do, in consequence of their being touched 
upon by the prittoner't counsel, and mentioned witk 
ihc hope and expectation of entrapping^ ©ur witness- 
es. My learned friends judiciously refrained from 
going any further than the case of Margaret, finding 
as they advanced, they stept In bloodi shed bf the 
murderer at the bar ! 

Gentlemen, you have attentively followed me h 
this melancholy labyrinth— this vale of horrors 1 1 
feel grateful, and in mercy, I wish I could presec* 
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. 3rou with a scene less dreadful and gloomy than this 
,. Colgotha, 

The evidence that has been produced on the part 

• of the croivn, and the testimony that has been given 
\ 4>n behalf of the prisoner, must be so fresh in your 
. xbemory. Gentlemen, as to convince you, although 
, -there may be trifling variances as t/) matters of no 
/importance, that there is no contradiction to the 

charge laid in the indictment of the murder of Pros- 
' per, and that his life was taken away by the cruelties 

of the prisoner at the bar. 

The current of testimony all runs one way ; the 

witnesses on the part of the prisoner, support the 
' testimony given on the part of the crown, and fix the 
. crime on the man of blood, now standing at the bar^ 
. who was arraigned and pleaded not guilty, and for his 
. trial, put himself on his offended God and his injured 
, country ; and it now devolves on you, according to the 

oath you have taken, to discharge your duty to your- 
^ selves, to your King and to your God ! 
[ Gentlemen, it was stated to you in the opening of 
I this cause, by my learned friend Mr. Lisle, that mur- 

^der9 is, when a person of sound memory and discre- 

f 

'• tiop, unUnrfully killeth any reaaonable creature in be- 
f ing, and under the King's peace, with malice afore-* 
' thought, either express, or implied by law^ so as the 

• ]^rty wounded or hurt) Sec. die of the wound or faurtf 
. ^c. so giyen^ within a year and a day after the inflic- 
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tion% Apply this rule to the defenceless slave, Pros- 
per, and you will say, if Prosper was a reasonable 
creature, that the prisoner at the bar is guilty of the 
murder of Prosper, within the words, meaning and 
construction of the rule- But, Gentlemen, accord- 
ing to the opinion of the prisoner, as appears by the 
evidence of Mr. M^Keough, he was not only a reason- 
able creature, but a good creature, a diligent, obedi- 
ent and faithful slave to his cruel and unfeeling mas- 
ter ; and this acknowledged and admitted by the 
prisoner at the bar, in a conversation with M'Keough, 
when Prosper was the subject thereof. 

You will find, Gentlemen, in the feudal, Norman 
and Saxon times, the situation of the lord and his 
villein, very similar to tlie master and hb slave, ac- 
cording to the constitution and establishment of our 
colonies. But even in those barbarous periods of tht 
world, the law protected the persons of villeins 
against atrocious injuries of the lord : for he might 
not kill or maim his villein; though he might beat 
him with impunity, since the villein had no action or 
remedy at law against the lord, but in case of the 
murder of his ancestor, or Lhe maim of his own per- 
son. Neifs had also an appeal of rape, in case tfce 
lord violated tliem by force, nor could the lord inflict 
any capital punishment on his villein, without calling 
in the assistance of the law. 

To the honor of my learned friends of coiftiscj 
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with llie prisoner, remember Gcntlcmeni they havo 
hot ventured in this civilized peiiod of the worldj^m 
the nineteenth century, in a chribtian country, to con- 
tend that Xhe killing of a slave is not murder in th^ 
master. However hard pressed and difficult they have 
found it, nay, impossible for then\ to defend their client, 
upon the principles of l;^\v and justice} thoy have notr 
in violation of their own feelings, in violation of the 
•pinion of the world, and in violation of humanity j 
attempted to tell yoU) that, under any circumstan- 
ces, the master can with impunity take the life 
•f his slave **No, Gentlemen, they feel as I do—they 
ieei as you do, that we are fellow subjects, that we 
are fellow ct*eatures ;-^that yw owe allegiance to the 
same king— owe our being to, and hold our lives at 
the will and pleasure of the same God ; — that we wor- 
ship in common the one supreme Deity ;— that we 
are amenable to the same laws, human and divine, 
for the breach of the commandment of that God 
who says, " Thou shalt do no murder." 

That providence which is attentive to the fall of vt 
sparrow, can never be regardless of the most excel-- 
lent of his creation. That it is murder to kill a slave, 
is no new doctrine ; it is universally admitted to be so 
by the Common Law of England. The Common 
Law of EngV.ind is the hw of the colonies, and God* 
forbid that slavery should be tolerated, if the lawl 
Were otherwise. 
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But to prevent doubts on a subject of so much im- 
portance to the cause of humanity, killing a slave is 
made murder by the Statute Law of the Leeward Isl- 
and government, by an act passed in the Island of St. 
Christophers in the year 1798, at a meeting of the 
General Council and Assembly of the Leeward Isl- 
ands — and, Gentlemen, long previous to the passing 
of this act, which is commonly called the Meliora- 
ting Act, it was made murder by the individual 
Statute Law of the Island of Antigua, to kill a slave i 

To obviate any doubt in your minds, as to the of* 
lender coming within, and being punishable by the 
laws in force, two counts are laid in the indictmeiiH ; 
the one shewing that the prisoner at the bar is gtdlty 
of murder at the Common Law, and the other shewiDg* 
that the offence comes within, and is punishable with 
death by the Statute Law. 

Gentlemen, I have lived long enough in this wes« 
tern part of the globe, since I have arrived at the. 
mature period of life, to enable me, with expe*. 
rience to form a correct judgment on this subject ; 
And I do most boldly aflirm, that tlie slaves in thest 
colonies, are at least as happy a« the peasantry in 
England, when they possess humane ms^ters. No 
instance like the present is within the knowledge of 
man— this case, for the honor of the world, has na 

jArallel. 

They enjoy the comforts of an equal and tcmpc* 
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rate clime— >lhe protection of a ina!iter«— their want& 
supplied, their grievances redressed) an asjium in 
old age*— support in infancy-rthe dying parent loaves 
to its chil^ a foster father. The master provides, 
them house and home^ and their own industry, affords 
them comforts ; ac^red property of a limited des-^ 
cription, is held sacred to themselves tod their is- 
sue. In sicknoss they are nursed, nourished) amd 
with medical aid provided. I have known the. native 
black of the colonies, with gratitude speak of the 
protection and kindness, bestowed upoo' him and 
his offspring from father, son and grand-son, and 
with satisfaction and exultation count up his own 
generations, and pride himself on the antiquity of 
his sable ancestry.— -%Yet, Gentlemen, he is a pitiable 
wretch, if his life is at the will of a fellow creature. 
Let the laws redress their grievances, and let the' 
laws punish theii* crimes. Shall the slave be executed 
for the murder of his master, and shall the master 
find that it is not murdeir to kill his slave ! When the 
laws protect the slave from the inhumanity of the 
master, he will then rely on the laws, and will not 
avenge hb own wrongs. 

The advocate for the prisoner has attempted to 
address your feelings, knowing that according to your 
reason and judgment, guided by the evidence and the 
law, that you mus^ fiad the prisoner guilty. He telU 

P. 2, 



174 

you, you will by a verdict of guilty, deprive three 
innocent children of their only parent. 

Gentlemen, I must admonish you that you hnte 
no right to indulge your feelings, at the expence of 
your conscience ; you have taken a sacred oath to do 
impartial justice, between the king and the prisoner. 
You are told you must disbelieve and discredit, or at 
least doubt the witnesses, which have been produced 
on the part of the crown, and if you entertain a doubt, 
you must then lean to the side of mevcy and aqmt the 
prisoner-obut this is no case of doubt} the guilt is 
strong, the proof is clear. 

Dismiss for a time from your minds the evidena 
that has been produced on the part of the crown ; ani 
out of his own mouth shall he be condemned ! The 
defence set up to rebut the charge of murder con- 
tained in the indictment, is, that the deceieiaed Pros* 
per, died by the vi&itation of God ; or that he wti 
(uilty of self-murder. 

It is admitted that he is dead— then wiiat occasion- 
ed that death ? It is stated that he run away from 
his master^ service— that he was apprehended— thtf 
he iras punished with the usual and proper ioitii- 
ment— -that irons were put upon him-^that he vai 
placed in confinement — that he illegally broke hii 
prison, effected his escape, concealed himself in Ui 
house, where he remained shut up to avoid di8Ci^ 
ery till he diedi 
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You will recollect that Prospei's character stood 
Kiigh in the estimation of his master ; what theii 
»houId make a good slave run away ? The answer i^y 
hard usage. He is api>rehended and punished ; what 
should induce any reasonable creature who had al* 
ready suffered the corporal punishment which his 
crime merited, to break his prison and commit a 
new offence ? The natural answer is, the fear of fur* 
ther punishment) or continuation of imprisoamenty 
which well known experience had taught him was 
never ending ! According to Mrs. Rawbone's .evi- 
dence after his flogging, he is confined in the pesti- 
lential prison with irons, called puddings, upon his 
legs. What must be the feelings and sufferings 
of that slave, who shall become a voluntary prisoner, 
die an agonizing death from want of food, rather than 
face his inhuman master ! Gentlemen, you will say, 
if this was the death Prosper died, which is proved 
by their own witnesses, the prisoner at the bar mur- 
dered him 1 The manner of his being burled and 
the state his body was in, is also admitted. Had the 
witnesses produced on the part of the crown, proved 
that which was beneficial to the prisoner — have they 
not been discredited ? Has not the testimony of Mrs. 
fiawbone, sister to the prisoner, been completely 
4onc away by the evidence of Mrs. Robertson I 

Mrs. Robertson has spoken feelingly, but she has 
:^poken truth ; she has told you that from the just re- 
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seniment unmerited injuries had created in. her 
breast^ in the inipulse of phreozy, occasioned by tlfi 
barbarous reports of t|^e prisoner respecting thb ladfi • 
at the moment when she was informed that a warrant 
of commitment was issued by the magistrates for this 
wandering murderer, she did appeal on her knees 
to the Almighty, to hear the prayer of the widow aad 
orphan, and to award that punishment that he merited, 
even if it were an ignominious death. Such were 
her sentiments, but what are her present feelings I 
He is in the power of the court, and that has appeas- 
ed her just resentment ; he can no longer hurt her,' 
and her animosity is no more. It is only by her own 
language that I can do her justice ; she says, ^ be 
has injured me, but if I have the opportunity « I will 
return good for evil. I am now here without animos*^ j 
ily, and would go a thousand miles to serve him for < 
his childrens' sake. 

The finger of God has pointed out the son f»f tbii- 
lady, to be with his divine aid, the avenger of her 
wrongs* He is his first accuser ; he brings to viev 
in a legal light, that which was long known, but re* 
mained unnoticed and uninvestigated for want of 
proof to bring conviction home to the murderer^a 
door. 

Your injured coimtry stands disgraced in the eyes 
of her sister colonies for criminal supineness'. It ii 
aow struggling to wash away the imputed stain ofc 



\77 

disgrace'— what men coulcJ do, has been done.-— You 
now represent that country, and by your verdict, you 
are to determine what regard you pay to the laws of 
God and the laws of the land. 

The learned counsel for the prisoner tells you he 
cannot consent to give up Mrs. Rawbone's testimony. 
Mrs. Robertson's completely inralidates it : and, did 
that require support. Miss Todman's comes to its 
aid. She was preoent during the conversavion be* 
tween Mrs. Rawbone and Mrs. Robertson, which has 
been investigated, and her evidence has been so 
strong in favor of Mrs. Hobortson, that the learned 
counsel for the prisoner has cautiously, avoided mak- 
ing any comment upon it. I am much inclined to 
think from the manner in which the prisoner's coun- 
sel conducted themselves, at the commencement of 
the prosecution, that they believed him innocent, or 
that the leg^l evidence, on the part of the cr9\vn, 
would have been insufiicient to support the charge 
.laid in the indictment ;-«-but I possess little know- 
ledge of the human mind, if their sentiments are not 
wofully alteredf and I will confidently predict, that if 
they filled your places they would think, as I am sure 
you do, that beyond every doubt, the prisoner is 
guilty. 

The general charaeter of the Prisoner at the bar, is 
"Well known to you all^his cruelty is notorious. Mr. 
Itoss and Mr. Green inform you, that eight years ago 



he was owner of near one hundred and forty negroel^ 
How many, Gentlemen, to your own knowledge, hai 
he now upon his Estate ? — that, coming within your 
own private knowledge is good proof. I am informed 
there are not more than Ihirty-five remaining^. Has 
this deficiency been accounted for ? Has there been 
any epidemic disorder in the Virgin-Islands, whicb 
could have destroyed so great a number of the 
slaves?— none has been proved. Has there been A 
like mortality among the slaves of any other proptU* 
tor within your knowledge ? — none has been prove4 
Has he proved runaways beyond two or three, or thf 
sale of more than one ? 

What says the medical gentleman, who occauoo* 
ally attended the prisoner's slaves ? Did he see Prts- 
per, or did he see Margaret ?— or did he see any 4 
the slaves, which Ihe prisoner is charged with having 
murdered ? No — the doctor never saw any of them. 
If these deaths would have home the test of enquirjj 
why was not the coroner applied to, to hold an inquest 
on their bodies? What was Mrs. Rawbone's conver- 
sation to her husband upon meeting a' negro with hi» 
lips burnt off ? — That the unfortunate wretch was her, 
brother's slave, for /that was his mark ! 

What says M'Keough ? That the prisoner at the' 
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bar desired him to mark down negroes runawayi 
when he knew that they were dead, and died frottj 
his cruellies ! that he was prohibited from keeping ^ 



antation book— that the prisoner findvig things ia 
he did not like, he destroyed it. He did ivell to de- 
x)7 it ; had he suffered it to exist, it would have been 
lasting record of his infamy— -a living monument 
his dishonor. 

Gentlemen, have you now any doubt ? View inno- 
ncc in all its purity, and guilt with all its defor- 
Lty, and you will no longer doubt. 
Innocence, Celestial Virgin, always has her guard 
out her : she dares look the fro^vns, the resentments 
d the persecutions of the world in the face ; she is 
le to stand the test of (he strictest enquiry, and the 
3re we behold her, still the more shall we be in love 
th her charms. But it b not so with Guilt— th« 
neful iiend naakes use of unjustifiable means to 
nccal her wicked designs, and to prevent discove- 
.^-Artifice and Cunning are her supporters^— Bri- 
ry and Corruption are the defenders of her cause— 
i flies before the face of law and justice, and 
ans the probation of a candid and impartial ea- 
iry. 

The dawn of the morning warns me of the time I 
ire occupied. Let not the sun that is about to risey 
, and And you not at peace with your conscien- 
i, I know that that jury-box is filled with men of" 
igion.— -Let me remind you of the words of the 
:>saical Law, as well as God's precept to Noah ; 
fvhoso sheddeth man*s blood, by man shall his blood 
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Ue fthed/' Moreover, <' yo/a shall take na Mti»&iaic» 
for the lib of a munlerery v)io i% guLUy of death, bat 
he shall aurelf be put to death ; lor the land camioC 
be cleansed of the blood that is shed therein, but bf 
the blood of him that shed it/' 
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CHARGE 

FROM HIS HONOR THE PRERIDEYJT^ 

RICUARD HETHh:RlNGTCN, Lsq. 

TO THE PETIT JURY. 

Gentlemen^ 
BY virtue of a special cominission of oyer and 
terminer and general gaol delivery, from his Excel- 
lency the Governor in chief of the leeward Charribee 
Islands^ you have been- summoned to try^ ofifenccSi 
said to be committed in the. Virgin-Islands, and you 
have been selected out of the pannel summoned, hj 
the prisoner at the bar, Mr. Arthur Hodge ; and you 
have been sworn, on the Holy Evangelists of Al- 
mighty God, to do justice impartiallyi and according 
I to your oaths. 

You have heard the evidence, adduced by persons, 

as I believe, entitled to full credence ; you have 

heard the law, as laid down in the books, respecting 

murder) the law makes no distinction between mas- 

/ter and servant : God created white and he created 

^ black creatures ; and as God makes no distinction in 

^ administering justice, and to him each is alike, you 

; will not, nor can you alter your verdict, if murder has 

^b«en proved— whether on white persons or on black 

persons, the crime is equally the same with God and 

the law. 

a 
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If you believe the, murder has been comxnittedi a 

I, doj you must find the priscmer guilty ; if not, ya 

must acquit him of the crime alledged against him 

the fact and the evidence rest on you to determine oi 

now— whether guilty or not guilty^ 

Tuetday Moming^'y 
^OthJifirU^ 1«11. 5 



HIS HONOE CHIEF. JtrSTICB ROBERTSON'S 

CHARGE 

TO Tfii PETIT JUST* 

■ 

Gentlemen^ 
THE pre^nt is an awful and solemn inqniryt ttii 
affects the life of th^ prisoner, a man cf rank in tlii 
cpuntry, and the due administration of justice.*-^^ 
law has been laid down to yoU| and the cause alil|| 
arguedi both on the part of the prosccutionf aiiddi 
behalf of the prisoner ; you are in possession of A 
whole of the eyidencoi and being, no doubt, gitidf 
faUguedi I shall trespass on you but a short diDe>< 
I am clear, the life and meniber of m sliave, ite' 
at the disposal of his master ; and that, KoweVer,' 
owner may h^ve a right to correct his slave at his 
credon, yet such correcdon must be.presumiid tol 
l^yeii for soxne fault or offence, uid ought to be< 
U<d to the bounds of moderadon ; and whereter 
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is exceeded and death ensues> t%e master ordering 
or directing it is accountable. 

In the present ' instance! if ybu believe what the 
witnesses for the crown have sworn to, the conduct 
of the prisoner in the niode and manner of inflicting 
the correction, charged against hira, tiie repetitioti 
thereof, the subsequent imprisonment iniroriSj and 
the total inattention to the deceased afterwardsi wer^ 
such aggravations as, I am concerned to say, will 
constitute the heinous offence laid to the prisoner's 
charge. 

I am persuaded that you will condder the case with 
a due regard to the condidon of the unhappy prisoner) 
your oaths, and what you owe to your country and 
jEpur God. A great deal of evidence has been takeUf 
partly with a view to invalidate the testimony of tho 
H^itnesses for the crown, which^ however, chiefly went 
'|o the charging M'Keough with being sometimes ad- 
Idicted to inebriety— and Perreen with having, when 
In slave, purloined some of her mistress's cloatks ; in 
iiher respects no material imputation w£^s made 
Ig^inst their veracity ; and with respect to the lapse 
it time that had occurred since the commission of 
•he offence, you have heard the excuse the witnesses 
Save. 

The prisoner's sister, however excuseable her at- 
^chment to her brother may be^ is reprehensiblei as 
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is the old black woman, Penelope Hodge, who made 
the deposition. 

The credit •£ the witnesses remains with Jrou to 
decide on, and you will, when you retire, consider 
the subject as its importance merits, and discharge 
your duty free from prejudice or favor, as jou, bf 
your oaths are bound to do, and bring in your yerdict 
accordingly. 
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THE PRISONER. S ADDRESS TO TBE JURT 
ON THEIR RETIRING. 

Gentlemen^ 

AS bad as I have been represented, or as. bad ii 
you may think me, I assure you tiiat I feel support 
in my afflictions fron^ entertaining a proper sense of 
religion. As all men are subject to wrong, I canaK 
but say that that principle is likewise inherent in me. 

I acknowledge myself guilty in regard of manyof | 
my slaves, but I call God to witness my innocence ii^ 
respect of the murder of Prosper.-— I am sendble d0j 
country thirsts for my blood, and I am ready to sacrt j 
iice it. 
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THE Jury retired at about half past six o'clock in 
the rooming of the 30th April, to consider their 
▼erdict, and at about eight o'clock returned with a 
verdict of GUILTY. 

The majority of the Jury recommended the priaon- 
«r to mercy. 



Mr. Chief Justice Robertson, in the usual form, 
and in the most impressive and affecting manner, 
pronounced the awful sentence of the law on the ♦ 
prisoner, namely, to be hanged by the neck on Wed- 
nesday the eighth of May following, until he was 
dead, on a spot near unto the common prison. 

During the time.allowed the prisoner for regulat- 
ing ^his worldly conciSms, and making hb peace with 
his God ; he was constantly attended by the Reverend 
Mr. Kerie, of St. Christophers— and also, by Mr« 
Turner and Mr. Jewett, preachers attached to the 
society of Methodists ; he appeared sincere, and fen- 
Tent in his prayers, during the #hort time allotted 
him in this world ; and on the day appointed to con- 
sign him to eternity, he walked from the gaol, accom- 
panied by the Reverend Mr. Kerie, and Mr. Jewetti 
with a considerable degree of firmness, to the ground 
on which he was, by the forfeiture of that life, to 
make atonement for having employed a portion of 
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ity in the destruction of that of a fellow creature ; 
vhen he reached the fatal spot , he addressed some 
individuals, whom he singled out in the crowd, and 
begged they would pardon any injuries they had re- 
ceived at his hands. After spehding^me time in 
devotion, he ascended the platform, where he agsdn 
prayed, and his last words wei<e addressed^ generally, 
to all whe Surrounded him, to forgive him, and to 
Join in prayer for his eternal salvation. He then 
gave the awful signal, asid was- instantly launched into 
* eternity. 



Note.— The expence attending the proceedings 
on this trial, paid out of the public Treasury of this 
Island, amounted nearly to £^0 sterling. 

The expence to the 4)risoner, was about £900 
sterlmg. 

^Carefully examined with the original 
Manuscrifity and corrected, 

A. M. BELISARIO. 
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